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AssetPlus – an assessment and planning interventions framework for the youth justice system 
What is AssetPlus?
AssetPlus is the assessment and planning interventions framework developed by the Youth Justice Board (YJB) replacing the previous framework, ‘Asset’, and its associated tools. The single framework spans community and custody and is shared between youth offending teams (YOTs), the YCS Placement Service and secure estate practitioners (when young people are remanded or sentenced to custody). 
AssetPlus was implemented in YOTs in a phased approach throughout 2015, with the majority of YOTs live by the end of 2016. 
Why did we change the previous framework?

As the number of young people entering custody has continued to fall, the young people within the youth justice system present with increasingly complex needs.  AssetPlus has built on the successes of Asset, whilst incorporating new and emerging policy areas such as speech, language and communication needs and gang affiliation.  AssetPlus also incorporates areas of research such as desistance theory and the Good Lives Model.
What are the benefits?

The AssetPlus framework makes a significant improvement to the quality of assessments and intervention plans, which in turn result in benefits of reduced offending and reoffending. Additional benefits of the new framework have been identified and tested with YOTs and include some operational efficiency savings, potential for reduced remands and improved outcomes for young people whether they have offended, or are at risk of offending. 
What are the key features? 
The AssetPlus framework contains a number of key changes:

· Includes key new policy areas such as: speech, language and communication needs, serious youth violence, gang affiliation, child sexual exploitation and restorative justice.

· Incorporates areas of research such as desistance theory and the Good Lives Model, and allows practitioners to rate factors that support and hinder desistance for each young person.
· Provides a structured area which allows practitioners to analyse information in a holistic way to enable judgements and decisions to be made for appropriate action and interventions. 
· Incorporates Youth Offender Group Reconviction Scale (YOGRS), a static factor calculation which provides an indicative likelihood of reoffending for practitioner consideration.
· Enables practitioners to consider all circumstances where the young person could hurt or harm other people as well as those circumstances that will cause serious harm.
· Re-defines vulnerability to allow practitioners to think about risks relevant to the young person’s safety and well-being.
· Provides for a single integrated plan for the young person, with clear links to the assessment.

What do you need to know? 

The AssetPlus framework leads to better identification of health concerns and also includes a number of new health-related areas:

· Inclusion of new health screening tools that are aligned to the Comprehensive Health Assessment Tool (CHAT) and cover:

· Speech, language, communication and neuro-disability;
· Physical health and development; and,
· Emotional development and mental health.
· Inclusion of the World Health Organisation’s AUDIT alcohol screen, which is triggered where alcohol use has been identified as a concern for the young person.
· Recording of the young person’s parental status, including whether the young person may be pregnant.
· Prompts around GP registration and access to appropriate health services.
· Re-definition of vulnerability into risks around the young person’s safety and well-being.
Contact

More information about AssetPlus can be found on GOV.UK:
·  AssetPlus Rationale Document – outlines the research and theories included in AssetPlus
· AssetPlus Model Document – outlines what is in each section of the framework

If you have any questions about the new framework please contact the AssetPlus team.
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