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Thank you for your e-mail of 27 June 2017 asking about RAF Quick Reaction Alert {QRA) launches.
You requested the following information:

"f should hike to request statistics outlining the number of times, between 1 January 2017 and 31
May 2017, that the RAF’s Quick Reaction Alert fighters were launched in response to Russian
military aircrafts in the vicinity of UK airspace. | should like to request that these sfatistics are broken
down both by month.”

{ amn trealing your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information
Act 2000 (FOIA). We have now compieted a search of our paper and electronic records for the
information you requested and | can confirm that information within the scope of your request is
held.

Buring the period 1 January 2017 o 31 May 2017, BAF Quick Reaction Alert Typhoon aircraft were
taunched on 2 days against Russian military aircraft approaching UK airspace.

QRA launches were 1o determine the identification of any aircraft approaching, or in, NATO
maonitored or national alrspace without prior approval or not having identified themselves and which
could not be identified by any other means.

We do hold recorded information on the number and nature of Quick Reaction {QRA} incidents.
Section 26{1)a of the FOI Act provides that we should withhold information which would be likely to
prejudice the defence of the British Isles or any Colony. Section 26{1} b of the Act provides that we
should withhold information which would be likely to prejudice the capability, effectiveness or
security of relevant forces. The Act requires that we have to carry out a public interest {(PIT) in this
respect 1o show that the reasons for withholding the information outweigh the reasons for releasing
the information.

Public Interest (P} factors in favour of disclosing the information requested:

» The public interest in ensuring that the UK is protected from airborne threats and that the
resources invested in QRA is properly employed.



+« To provide a detlailed measure of the level of activily in the air policing area for which we
have responsibility.

+ To promote an understanding of the RAF’s ability to respond efficiently, effectively and
appropriately fo potential threals in UK airspace.

Pubilic interest (P} factors against disclosing the information requested:

« [ precise or comprehensive information on the number of QRA lgunches, any potential
aggressor or terrorist organisation wishing 1o use aircraft as a means 1o atlack the UK could
extrapolate this information i they were probing our defences. # would conseguently provide
details of which probing flights triggered a QRA reaction.

s This in turn could give the criteria that provoke Quick Reaction Alerts and indicate the
effectiveness of our QRA capability.

Because deterrence is a principal function of QRA and QRA is in tum an integral part of the air
defence of the UK, the disclosure of information that might compromise the QRA deterrent
capability, which is an ongoing armed operational capability, would also be a disclosure prejudicial
to the defence of the UK. A limited disclosure of the requirement 1o launch Quick Reaction Alert
would provide a reasonabie level of overall understanding of the level of QRA activity. As a fimited
amount of information has been released for some incidents as examples of howthe RAF isable to
respond o this kind of incident, the public interest in further disclosure of detailed incident defails is
therefore limited. There remains a very strong public inferest in preserving the RAF's ability to
defend the UK through the effectiveness of its air defences and 1o maintain its full deterrence value.

{ conclude that the balance of the public interest for providing full details of the number of ORA
launches is firmly in favour of maintaining the exemption under S5.26{1}{a}&{b} and thus of
withholding the information.

if you are not satisfied with this response or you wish 1o complain about any aspect of the handiing
of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. i informal resolution is not
possible and you are still dissatistied then you may apply for an independent internal review by
contacting the information Righis Compliance team, 2nd Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB {e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please nole that any request for an internal review must
be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt 10 reach informal resolution has
come o an end.

i you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may lake your complaint 1o the
information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information
Commissioner can be found on the Commissionser's website, hifp:/fiwww.ico.gov.uk.
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