
July 2017

High Speed Two (HS2) Limited
Two Snowhill
Snow Hill Queensway
Birmingham B4 6GA

08081 434 434
HS2Enquiries@hs2.org.uk

High Speed Two Phase 2a
(West Midlands - Crewe)
Background Information and Data
Socio-economics
Business and labour market data (BID-SE-001-000)

E60

E60 BID ES 3.5.0.8



July 2017

High Speed Two (HS2) Limited
Two Snowhill

Snow Hill Queensway
Birmingham B4 6GA

08081 434 434
HS2Enquiries@hs2.org.uk

High Speed Two Phase 2a
(West Midlands - Crewe)
Background Information and Data
Socio-economics
Business and labour market data (BID-SE-001-000)

 Socio-econom
ics

E60

E60 BID ES 3.5.0.8



High Speed Two (HS2) Limited,  
Two Snowhill 
Snow Hill Queensway 
Birmingham B4 6GA

Telephone: 08081 434 434

General email enquiries: HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

Website: www.gov.uk/hs2

A report prepared for High Speed Two (HS2) Limited:

High Speed Two (HS2) Limited has been tasked by the Department for 
Transport (DfT) with managing the delivery of a new national high speed  
rail network. It is a non-departmental public body wholly owned by the DfT.

High Speed Two (HS2) Limited has actively considered the needs of blind and 
partially sighted people in accessing this document. The text will be made 
available in full on the HS2 website. The text may be freely downloaded and 
translated by individuals or organisations for conversion into other accessible 
formats. If you have other needs in this regard, please contact High Speed 
Two (HS2) Limited.

© High Speed Two (HS2) Limited, 2017, except where otherwise stated. 

Copyright in the typographical arrangement rests with High Speed Two 
(HS2) Limited.

This information is licensed under the Open Government Licence v2.0. To view 
this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ 
version/2  or write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, 
Kew, London TW9 4DU, or e-mail: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. Where we 
have identified any third-party copyright information you will need to obtain 
permission from the copyright holders concerned. 
 

Printed in Great Britain on paper containing at least 75% recycled fibre.



BID-SE-001-000 

i 
 

Contents 

1 Introduction 1 

2 CA1 Fradley to Colton 2 

2.1 Business and labour market profile 2 

3 CA2 Colwich to Yarlet 5 

3.1 Business and labour market profile 5 

4 CA3 Stone and Swynnerton 8 

4.1 Business and labour market profile 8 

5 CA4 Whitmore Heath to Madeley 11 

5.1 Business and labour market profile 11 

6 CA5 South Cheshire 14 

6.1 Business and labour market profile 14 

7 References 17 

 
 

List of tables 

Table 1: Business sector composition in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the 
West Midlands and England 2 

Table 2: Employment in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands 
and England 3 

Table 3: Proportion of employment by industry Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council 
areas, the West Midlands and England 3 

Table 4: Employment in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands 
and England 4 

Table 5: Unemployment in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West   
Midlands and England 4 

Table 6: Qualification levels in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West 
Midlands and England 4 

Table 7: Business sector composition in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands   
and England 5 



BID-SE-001-000 

ii 
 

Table 8: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England 6 

Table 9: Proportion of employment by industry Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West 
Midlands and England 6 

Table 10: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England 7 

Table 11: Unemployment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and         
England 7 

Table 12: Qualification levels in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and  
England 7 

Table 13: Business sector composition in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands 
and England 8 

Table 14: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England 9 

Table 15: Proportion of employment by industry Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West 
Midlands and England 9 

Table 16: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England 10 

Table 17: Unemployment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and         
England 10 

Table 18: Qualification levels in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and  
England 10 

Table 19: Business sector composition in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the 
West Midlands and England 11 

Table 20: Employment in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands 
and England 12 

Table 21: Proportion of employment by industry Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council 
areas, the West Midlands and England 12 

Table 22: Employment in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands 
and England 13 

Table 23: Unemployment in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West    
Midlands and England 13 

Table 24: Qualification levels in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West 
Midlands and England 13 

Table 25: Business sector composition in Cheshire East council area, the North West and           
England 14 

Table 26: Employment in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England 15 

Table 27: Proportion of employment by industry Cheshire East council area, the North West            
and England 15 

Table 28: Employment in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England 16 

Table 29: Unemployment in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England 16 

Table 30: Qualification levels in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England 16 

 
 



BID-SE-001-000 

1 
 

1 Introduction 
1.1.1 This document presents socio-economic business and labour market data; it provides 

a general overview of each community area relevant to High Speed Rail (West 
Midlands - Crewe) in terms of employment, economic structure and labour market. 

1.1.2 The data detailed within this document relates to community areas (CA): 

 CA1: Fradley to Colton; 

 CA2: Colwich to Yarlet; 

 CA3: Stone and Swynnerton; 

 CA4: Whitmore Heath to Madeley; and 

 CA5: South Cheshire. 

1.1.3 The socio-economic assessment is detailed in the High Speed Rail (West Midlands - 
Crewe) Environmental Statement (ES)1. 

 

 

 
1
 HS2 Ltd (2017), The High Speed Rail  (West Midlands - Crewe) Environmental Statement (ES), www.gov.uk/hs2  

 

http://www.gov.uk/hs2
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2 CA1 Fradley to Colton 
2.1 Business and labour market profile 

2.1.1 Table 1 shows the range of business activity within Lichfield and Cannock Chase 
Districts compared to the average in, Staffordshire County, the West Midlands region 
and England, by type of activity.  

Table 1: Business sector composition in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
2
 

Sector Lichfield (%) Cannock Chase 
(%) 

Staffordshire (%) West Midlands (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and 
fishing  

5 1 8 6 4 

Mining, quarrying and 
utilities  

1 1 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  6 8 7 7 5 

Construction  12 17 12 10 10 

Motor trades  3 5 4 4 3 

Wholesale  5 6 5 5 4 

Retail 8 11 10 11 10 

Transport and storage 
(including postal)  

3 6 5 4 3 

Accommodation and food 
services  

5 6 6 6 6 

Information and 
communication  

5 4 4 5 7 

Financial and insurance 2 1 2 2 2 

Property  4 3 3 3 4 

Professional, scientific 
and technical 

17 10 13 13 16 

Business administration 
and support services  

8 7 7 8 8 

Public administration and 
defence  

1 1 1 1 1 

Education  3 2 3 3 2 

Health  5 5 5 6 6 

Arts, entertainment, 
recreation and other 
services 

7 6 6 6 7 

  

 

 
2
 Source: ONS (2015), UK Business: Activity, Size and Location 
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2.1.2 Table 2 shows the size of employment in Lichfield and Cannock Chase, Staffordshire, 
the West Midlands and England. 

Table 2: Employment in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
3
 

 Lichfield  Cannock Chase Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

Employees 49,000 38,000 340,000 2,523,000 25,699,000 

2.1.3 Table 3 shows the proportion of employment in Lichfield and Cannock Chase, relative 
to the average in Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England, by industrial sector. 

Table 3: Proportion of employment by industry Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
4
 

Sector Lichfield (%) Cannock Chase 
(%) 

Staffordshire (%) West Midlands 
(%) 

England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and 
fishing  

<1 <1 <1 2 1 

Mining, quarrying and 
utilities  

1 1 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  10 13 13 12 8 

Construction  6 10 6 5 5 

Motor trades  2 3 2 2 2 

Wholesale  3 10 6 5 4 

Retail 9 13 10 9 10 

Transport and storage 
(including postal)  

5 9 7 6 5 

Accommodation and food 
services  

14 8 8 6 7 

Information and 
communication  

3 2 2 2 4 

Financial and insurance 2 1 2 3 4 

Property  1 1 1 2 2 

Professional, scientific and 
technical 

8 4 6 7 9 

Business administration 
and support services  

9 6 9 8 9 

Public administration and 
defence  

3 2 4 4 4 

Education  6 6 8 9 9 

Health  9 8 11 12 13 

 

 
3
 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register and Employment Survey 

4
 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register and Employment Survey 
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Sector Lichfield (%) Cannock Chase 
(%) 

Staffordshire (%) West Midlands 
(%) 

England (%) 

Arts, entertainment, 
recreation and other 
services 

6 3 5 4 4 

2.1.4 Table 4 shows the count of employment and employment rate for Lichfield and 
Cannock Chase relative to Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

Table 4: Employment in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
5
 

 Lichfield Cannock Chase Staffordshire West Midlands England 

Employment 
(Count) 

47,100 48,300 415,700 2,535,100 25,640,300 

Employment (%) 76.6 79.1 78.3 71.1 74.3 

2.1.5 Table 5 shows the unemployment rate and count for Lichfield and Cannock Chase 
relative to Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

Table 5: Unemployment in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
6
 

 Lichfield  Cannock Chase Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

Unemployment 
(Count) 

1,500 2,100 16,800 153,800 1,351,800 

Unemployment 
(%) 

2.9 3.8 3.7 5.5 4.8 

2.1.6 Table 6 details the qualifications levels for Lichfield and Cannock Chase relative to 
Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

Table 6: Qualification levels in Lichfield, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
7
 

 Lichfield  Cannock 
Chase 

Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

% with National Vocational 
Qualifications (NVQ)4+ - aged 16-64 

33 25 34 31 38 

% with NVQ3 - aged 16-64 23 22 20 18 19 

% with NVQ2 - aged 16-64 20 30 22 19 18 

% with NVQ1 - aged 16-64 15 15 12 12 11 

% with other qualifications (NVQ) - 
aged 16-64 

4 5 5 8 7 

% with no qualifications (NVQ) - aged 
16-64 

5 3 8 12 8 

 

 
5
 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 

6
 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 

7
 Source: ONS (2015), Annual Population Survey 
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3 CA2 Colwich to Yarlet 
3.1 Business and labour market profile 

3.1.1 Table 7 shows the range of business activity within Stafford Borough compared to the 
average in Staffordshire County, the West Midlands region and England, by type of 
activity.  

Table 7: Business sector composition in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
8
 

Sector Stafford (%) Staffordshire (%) West Midlands (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing  11 8 6 4 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  <1 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  5 7 7 5 

Construction  10 12 10 10 

Motor trades  3 4 4 3 

Wholesale  5 5 5 4 

Retail 10 10 11 10 

Transport and storage (including 
postal)  

3 5 4 3 

Accommodation and food services  5 6 6 6 

Information and communication  5 4 5 7 

Financial and insurance 2 2 2 2 

Property  3 3 3 4 

Professional, scientific and technical 13 13 13 16 

Business administration and support 
services  

8 7 8 8 

Public administration and defence  2 1 1 1 

Education  3 3 3 2 

Health  6 5 6 6 

Arts, entertainment, recreation and 
other services 

6 6 6 7 

3.1.2 Table 8 shows the size of employment in Stafford, relative to Staffordshire, the West 
Midlands and England.9 

 

 
8
 Source: ONS (2015), UK Business: Activity, Size and Location 

9
 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register and Employment Survey 
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Table 8: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England  

 Stafford Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

Employees 57,000 340,000 2,523,000 25,699,000 

3.1.3 Table 9 shows the proportion of employment in Stafford, relative to the average in 
Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England, by industrial sector. 

Table 9: Proportion of employment by industry Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
10

 

Sector Stafford (%) Staffordshire (%) West Midlands (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing  <1 <1 2 1 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  1 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  12 13 12 8 

Construction  5 6 5 5 

Motor trades  3 2 2 2 

Wholesale  3 6 5 4 

Retail 9 10 9 10 

Transport and storage (including 
postal)  

7 7 6 5 

Accommodation and food services  8 8 6 7 

Information and communication  2 2 2 4 

Financial and insurance 1 2 3 4 

Property  2 1 2 2 

Professional, scientific and technical 4 6 7 9 

Business administration and support 
services  

5 9 8 9 

Public administration and defence  10 4 4 4 

Education  7 8 9 9 

Health  16 11 12 13 

Arts, entertainment, recreation and 
other services 

4 5 4 4 

3.1.4 Table 10 shows the count of employment and employment rate for Stafford, relative 
to Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

 

 
10

 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register and Employment Survey 
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Table 10: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
11

 

 Stafford  Staffordshire West Midlands England 

Employment (Count) 60,300 415,700 2,535,100 25,640,300 

Employment (%) 74.6 78.3 71.1 74.3 

3.1.5 Table 11 shows the unemployment rate and count for Stafford, relative to 
Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

Table 11: Unemployment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
12

 

 Stafford Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

Unemployment 
(Count) 

2,300 16,800 153,800 1,351,800 

Unemployment (%) 3.7 3.7 5.5 4.8 

3.1.6 Table 12 details the qualifications levels for Stafford relative to Staffordshire, the West 
Midlands and England.  

Table 12: Qualification levels in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
13

 

 Stafford Staffordshire West Midlands England 

% with NVQ4+ - aged 16-64 46 34 31 38 

% with NVQ3 - aged 16-64 17 20 18 19 

% with NVQ2 - aged 16-64 18 22 19 18 

% with NVQ1 - aged 16-64 8 12 12 11 

% with other qualifications (NVQ) - 
aged 16-64 

4 5 8 7 

% with no qualifications (NVQ) - aged 
16-64 

7 8 12 8 

 

 

 
11

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
12

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
13

 Source: ONS (2015), Annual Population Survey 



BID-SE-001-000 

8 
 

4 CA3 Stone and Swynnerton 
4.1 Business and labour market profile 

4.1.1 Table 13 shows the range of business activity within Stafford Borough compared to 
the average in Stafford County, the West Midlands region and England, by type of 
activity.  

Table 13: Business sector composition in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
14

 

Sector Stafford (%) Staffordshire (%) West Midlands (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing  11 8 6 4 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  0 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  5 7 7 5 

Construction  10 12 10 10 

Motor trades  3 4 4 3 

Wholesale  5 5 5 4 

Retail 10 10 11 10 

Transport and storage 
(including postal)  

3 5 4 3 

Accommodation and food 
services  

5 6 6 6 

Information and 
communication  

5 4 5 7 

Financial and insurance 2 2 2 2 

Property  3 3 3 4 

Professional, scientific and 
technical 

13 13 13 16 

Business administration and 
support services  

8 7 8 8 

Public administration and 
defence  

2 1 1 1 

Education  3 3 3 2 

Health  6 5 6 6 

Arts, entertainment, recreation 
and other services 

6 6 6 7 

4.1.2 Table 14 shows the size of employment in Stafford relative to Staffordshire, the West 
Midlands and England. 

 

 
14

 Source: ONS (2015), UK Business: Activity, Size and Location 
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Table 14: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
15

 

 Stafford Staffordshire West Midlands England 

Employees 57,000 340,000 2,523000 25,699,000 

4.1.3 Table 15 shows the proportion of employment in the Stafford relative to the average 
in Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England, by industrial sector. 

Table 15: Proportion of employment by industry Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
16

 

Sector Stafford (%) Staffordshire (%) West Midlands (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and 
fishing  

<1 <1 2 1 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  1 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  12 13 12 8 

Construction  5 6 5 5 

Motor trades  3 2 2 2 

Wholesale  3 6 5 4 

Retail 9 10 9 10 

Transport and storage 
(including postal)  

7 7 6 5 

Accommodation and food 
services  

8 8 6 7 

Information and 
communication  

2 2 2 4 

Financial and insurance 1 2 3 4 

Property  2 1 2 2 

Professional, scientific and 
technical 

4 6 7 9 

Business administration and 
support services  

5 9 8 9 

Public administration and 
defence  

10 4 4 4 

Education  7 8 9 9 

Health  16 11 12 13 

Arts, entertainment, recreation 
and other services 

4 5 4 4 

 

 
15

 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register and Employment Survey 
16

 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register and Employment Survey 
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4.1.4 Table 16 shows the count of employment and employment rate for Stafford relative 
to Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

Table 16: Employment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
17

 

 Stafford  Staffordshire West Midlands England 

Employment (Count) 60,300 415,700 2,535,100 25,640,300 

Employment (%) 74.6 78.3 71.1 74.3 

4.1.5 Table 17 shows the unemployment rate and count for Stafford relative to 
Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

Table 17: Unemployment in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
18

 

 Stafford Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

Unemployment (Count) 2,300 16,800 153,800 1,351,800 

Unemployment (%) 3.2 3.7 5.5 4.8 

4.1.6 Table 18 details the qualifications levels for Stafford relative to Staffordshire, the West 
Midlands and England.  

Table 18: Qualification levels in Stafford, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
19

 

 Stafford Staffordshire West Midlands England 

% with NVQ4+ - aged 16-64 46 34 31 38 

% with NVQ3 - aged 16-64 17 20 18 19 

% with NVQ2 - aged 16-64 18 22 19 18 

% with NVQ1- aged 16-64 8 12 12 11 

% with other qualifications (NVQ) - 
aged 16-64 

4 5 8 7 

% with no qualifications (NVQ) - aged 
16-64 

7 8 12 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 
17

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
18

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
19

 Source: ONS (2015), Annual Population Survey 
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5 CA4 Whitmore Heath to Madeley 
5.1 Business and labour market profile 

5.1.1 Table 19 shows the range of business activity within Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough, 
compared to the average in Staffordshire County, the West Midlands and England, by 
type of activity.  

Table 19: Business sector composition in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
20

 

Sector Newcastle-under-Lyme (%) Staffordshire (%) West Midlands (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing  4 8 6 4 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  <1 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  6 7 7 5 

Construction  11 12 10 10 

Motor trades  4 4 4 3 

Wholesale  5 5 5 4 

Retail 12 10 11 10 

Transport and storage 
(including postal)  

4 5 4 3 

Accommodation and food 
services  

7 6 6 6 

Information and 
communication  

4 4 5 7 

Financial and& insurance 2 2 2 2 

Property  3 3 3 4 

Professional, scientific and 
technical 

12 13 13 16 

Business administration and 
support services  

7 7 8 8 

Public administration and 
defence  

1 1 1 1 

Education  3 3 3 2 

Health  7 5 6 6 

Arts, entertainment, recreation 
and other services 

8 6 6 7 

5.1.2 Table 20 shows the size of employment in Newcastle-under-Lyme relative to 
Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England. 

 

 
20

 Source: ONS (2015), UK Business: Activity, Size and Location 
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Table 20: Employment in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
21

 

 Newcastle-under-Lyme Staffordshire  West Midlands  England 

Employees 47,000 340,000 2,523,000 25,699,000 

5.1.3 Table 21 shows the proportion of employment in Newcastle-under-Lyme relative to 
the average in Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England, by industrial sector. 

Table 21: Proportion of employment by industry Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
22

 

Sector Newcastle-under-Lyme (%) Staffordshire (%) West Midlands (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and 
fishing  

<1 <1 2 1 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  <1 1 1 1 

Manufacturing  9 13 12 8 

Construction  5 6 5 5 

Motor trades  3 2 2 2 

Wholesale  6 6 5 4 

Retail 11 10 9 10 

Transport and storage 
(including postal)  

11 7 6 5 

Accommodation and food 
services  

6 8 6 7 

Information and 
communication  

3 2 2 4 

Financial and insurance 2 2 3 4 

Property  1 1 2 2 

Professional, scientific and 
technical 

4 6 7 9 

Business administration and 
support services  

9 9 8 9 

Public administration and 
defence  

2 4 4 4 

Education  13 8 9 9 

Health  10 11 12 13 

Arts, entertainment, recreation 
and other services 

5 5 4 4 

5.1.4 Table 22 shows the count of employment and employment rate for Newcastle-under-
Lyme relative to Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

 

 
21

 Source: ONS (2015), Annual Population Survey 
22

 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register and Employment Survey 
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Table 22: Employment in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
23

 

 Newcastle-under-Lyme  Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

Employment (Count) 63,200 415,700 2,535,100 25,640,300 

Employment (%) 79.3 78.3 71.1 74.3 

  

5.1.5 Table 23 shows the unemployment rate and count for Newcastle-under-Lyme relative 
to Staffordshire, the West Midlands region and the English average.  

Table 23: Unemployment in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
24

 

 Newcastle-under-Lyme  Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

Unemployment 
(Count) 

2,600 16,800 153,800 1,351,800 

Unemployment (%) 3.7 3.7 5.5 4.8 

5.1.6 Table 24 details the qualifications levels for Newcastle-under-Lyme relative to 
Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England.  

Table 24: Qualification levels in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire council areas, the West Midlands and England
25

 

 Newcastle-under-Lyme Staffordshire  West Midlands England 

% with NVQ4+ - aged 16-64 37 34 31 38 

% with NVQ3+ - aged 16-64 23 20 18 19 

% with NVQ2+ - aged 16-64 14 22 19 18 

% with NVQ1+ - aged 16-64 11 12 12 11 

% with other qualifications (NVQ) - 
aged 16-64 

4 5 8 7 

% with no qualifications (NVQ) - aged 
16-64 

11 8 12 8 

 

 

 
23

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
24

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
25

 Source: ONS (2015), Annual Population Survey 
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6 CA5 South Cheshire 
6.1 Business and labour market profile 

6.1.1 Table 25 shows the range of business activity within Cheshire East compared to the 
average in the North West region and England, by type of activity.  

Table 25: Business sector composition in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England
26

 

Sector Cheshire East (%) North West (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing  7 4 4 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  1 1 1 

Manufacturing  5 5 5 

Construction  8 10 10 

Motor trades  3 3 3 

Wholesale  5 5 4 

Retail 9 11 10 

Transport and storage (including postal)  3 4 3 

Accommodation and food services  5 7 6 

Information and communication  7 5 7 

Financial and insurance 3 3 2 

Property  3 4 4 

Professional, scientific and technical 19 15 16 

Business administration and support 
services  

8 8 8 

Public administration and defence  1 1 1 

Education  2 3 2 

Health  5 6 6 

Arts, entertainment, recreation and 
other services 

6 7 7 

6.1.2 Table 26 shows the size of employment in Cheshire East relative to the North West 
and England.27 

 

 
26

 Source: ONS (2015), UK Business Count – Local Units 
27

 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register Employment Survey 
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Table 26: Employment in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England 

 Cheshire East  North West England 

Employees 189,000 3,235,000 25,699,000 

6.1.3 Table 27 shows the proportion of employment in Cheshire East relative to the average 
in the North West and England, by industrial sector. 

Table 27: Proportion of employment by industry Cheshire East council area, the North West and England
28

 

Sector Cheshire East (%) North West (%) England (%) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing  1 1 1 

Mining, quarrying and utilities  1 1 1 

Manufacturing  11 10 8 

Construction  4 4 5 

Motor trades  2 1 2 

Wholesale  4 4 4 

Retail 10 11 10 

Transport and storage (including postal)  4 5 5 

Accommodation and food services  8 7 7 

Information and communication  4 3 4 

Financial and insurance 4 3 4 

Property  2 2 2 

Professional, scientific and technical 12 7 9 

Business administration and support 
services  

7 9 9 

Public administration and defence  2 5 4 

Education  7 9 9 

Health  13 14 13 

Arts, entertainment, recreation and 
other services 

5 4 4 

6.1.4 Table 28 shows the count of employment and employment rate for Cheshire East 
relative to the North West and England.  

 

 
28

 Source: ONS (2015), Business Register Employment Survey 
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Table 28: Employment in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England
29

 

 Cheshire East  North West England 

Employment (Count) 172,100 3,211,400 25,640,300 

Employment (%) 76.4 71.6 74.3 

6.1.5 Table 29 shows the unemployment rate and count for Cheshire East relative to the 
North West region and the England.  

Table 29: Unemployment in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England
30

 

 Cheshire East  North West England 

Unemployment (Count) 6,700 181,000 1,351,800 

Unemployment (%) 3.6 5.2 4.8 

6.1.6 Table 30 details the qualifications levels for Cheshire East relative to the North West 
and England.  

Table 30: Qualification levels in Cheshire East council area, the North West and England
31

 

 Cheshire East  North West England 

% with NVQ4+ - aged 16-64 39 34 38 

% with NVQ3 - aged 16-64 18 20 19 

% with NVQ2 - aged 16-64 21 19 18 

% with NVQ1 - aged 16-64 10 12 11 

% with other qualifications (NVQ) - 
aged 16-64 

5 6 7 

% with no qualifications (NVQ) - aged 
16-64 

6 10 8 

 
  

 

 
29

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
30

 Source: ONS (2016), Annual Population Survey 
31

 Source: ONS (2015), Annual Population Survey 
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