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3x9s

Most 
frequent Number

5,5,4  22550

5,4,4 21850

6,5,4 20450

9 to 1 grade combinations  

Top grades Cumulative 
Number

9,9,9 2050

8,8,8 or better 12300

7,7,7 or better 38050

2017 2016

Higher 53% 76%

Foundation 47% 24%
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70.7%

19.9%

3.5%

2016
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96.9%

71.4%

20.0%

GCSE maths

2017
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98.2%

72.5%

19.1%

3.3%

2016

G

C

A

99.3%

74.6%

21.1%

GCSE English 
literature

2017

1

4

7

9

99.0%

69.9%

16.8%

2.6%

2016*

G

C

A

99.1%

69.7%

16.2%

GCSE English 
language

Overall results for 16 year-olds in 
English language, English literature and 
maths are stable at grade 4/C

Results are stable in most subjects once changes in entry 
and prior attainment are accommodated
Some subjects have seen large changes in entries

*2016 figure includes international GCSEs

532k 528kEntries 529k 520k 521k 369k

The balance of entries 
has changed, reflecting 
differences in content and 
demand of both tiers

Rounded to the nearest 50

1.23m 
 (2016)

Maths tier entries 

Unreformed 
GCSEs

16 year-olds
2.92m

Reformed 
GCSEs

16 year-olds
1.58m

Unreformed GCSEs
17 year-olds and 

above
233k

Reformed GCSEs
17 year-olds and 

above 123k

Unreformed GCSEs
15 year-olds and below 78k

Reformed GCSEs
15 year-olds and below 38k

Unreformed 
England, 16 year-olds only

All entries, England 
Breakdown by age and reform status 

GCSEsGCSEs

Combined science entries have decreased this summer 
because year 10 students will take the reformed subject in 2018

2017 2016

283k 376kTotal entries

15 year-olds 
 and under 

121k 

16 year-olds 
244k  

17 year-olds 
and over 

11k

4.5%

52.7%
47.9%
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6.3%

GCSE (combined) science      

10k

273k

1k
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