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| regret that I've been asked to resign from the government following breaches of the
Ministerial Code, for which | apologise. It has been a privilege to serve in your
government both as Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and as First Secretary of
State and Minister for the Cabinet Office.

It was also a great pleasure to work with you in the Home Office both as Minister for
Immigration and as Minister for Policing, Criminal Justice and Victims. Your years as
Home Secretary were a model of reforming institutions in the interests of the wider

public.

| share and support your vision of a country that works for everyone, using Conservative
policies to help those who have for too long been disadvantaged. In particular | am
pleased to have-published the Race Disparity Audit and to have started the government
on a road to a reformed social care system.

From the outset | have been clear that | did not download or view pornography on my
Parliamentary computers. | accept that | should have been clear in my press
statements that police lawyers talked to my lawyers in 2008 about the pornography on
the computers, and that the police raised it with me in a subsequent phone call in 2013.
| apologise that my statements were misleading on this point. The unfounded and
deeply hurtful allegations that were being levelled at me were distressing both to me
and my family and it is right that these are being investigated by the Metropolitan
Police’s professional standards department.



| am grateful that the Cabinet Secretary has concluded that my conduct as a Minister
has generally been both professional and proper. | deeply regret the distress caused to
Kate Maltby following her article about me and the reaction to it. | do not recognise the
events she described in her article, but | clearly made her feel uncomfortable and for

this | apologise.

Finally | would like to give heartfelt thanks to my Parliamentary colleagues and my
Ashford constituents for the huge support they have shown me in recent weeks. | will
continue to argue for the modernising conservatism | have aiways believed in.
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