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Forewords 

Jo Johnson 
Minister of State, the Department of Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland 

The UK continues to be at the forefront of excellence in scientific research and 
promoting innovation. Both are critical in unlocking new opportunities to ensure we 
are building a Britain fit for the future, and both help address global challenges to 
safeguard all our futures. 

We are committed to strengthening our international partnerships. Science and 
research are global endeavours and we achieve more when collaborating with others. 
It's why we made international collaboration an important part of our new Industrial 
Strategy to ensure the UK remains the partner of choice for researchers and investors 
across the globe. 

UK-China science and innovation cooperation is rooted in a partnership spanning 
nearly 40 years. If we are to maximise the opportunity of this partnership we need a 
jointly agreed strategic approach, and one that will stand the test of time. This is what 
this strategy aims to do, establishing the principles to harness our diverse talents and 
ambitions. 

This joint strategy heralds a new chapter for UK-China cooperation. I am confident that 
its implementation will over time lead to many more important and transformational 
changes whose reach will be far wider than just our two countries. 
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Wan Gang 
Minister, Ministry of Science and Technology 
The People's Republic of China 

Science, technology and innovation has become an important driving force for 
promoting economic growth and sustainable development in today's world. Facing 
global challenges such as climate change, food security, energy shortage, prevention 
and control of infectious diseases, no single country can stand alone. As a responsible 
developing country, China is willing to engage actively with global innovation network 
and deepen cooperation with all other countries, to jointly address major challenges 
and to build a community of shared future for mankind. 

Throughout history, science, technology and innovation had profoundly changed the 
course of the world's development. Ancient China has created brilliant science and 
civilization, while the first modern industrial revolution took root in the UK - both 
nations have made important contributions to the human development. 

At present, science, technology and innovation are highly active at a global scale. The 
next science and technology revolution and industrial transformation is under way, 
creating a major opportunity for the world's future prosperity. Seizing this opportunity, 
China and the UK issued joint strategy for science, technology and innovation 
cooperation. The strategy will further tap the potential of collaboration, enhance 
complementarity, and promote cooperation in more areas, deeper aspects and higher 
qualities. It signifies the start of a 'Golden Era' for China-UK science, technology and 
innovation cooperation. It also serves as a vivid example of the in-depth development 
of China-UK partnership. 

There is a saying in China that 'No distance, not even great mountains and oceans, 
can separate people who share the same visions'. China-UK science, technology and 
innovation cooperation has gone through 40 years. I believe that on a equal and mutually 
beneficial basis, our cooperation will move towards a higher level, and both nations will 
contribute new wisdom and strength to the prosperity and development of the world. 
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