






Environmental impacts
We aim to minimise impacts on the environment, 
local communities, local businesses, road users 
and residents where possible to do so.

The project requires an Environmental Statement 
(ES) within our application for development consent.

A Preliminary Environmental Information Report 
(PEIR) has been produced for consultation as a 
precursor to the ES. This gives information on 
potential environmental effects based on current 
information and potential measures to reduce 
those effects, to assist well-informed responses 
to the consultation. The PEIR and non-technical 
summary are available to view at  
www.suffolk.gov.uk/lakelothing3rdcrossing,  
at our consultation events and deposit locations.

The following pages outline the potential impacts 
during construction and operation of the project. 

Construction 
impacts

 
Traffic and Transport 
During construction, temporary road works 
will be necessary. We will work to limit road 
closures but we are likely to need some single 
lane closures.  

A Traffic Management Plan will be developed 
which will include temporary closures and 
lorry routes into the site. It will also show how 
access to property is retained.

We are aiming to minimise the impact on port 
traffic and will seek to maintain the navigation 
channel during construction.

We are working closely with Network Rail 
regarding impacts on the railway network and 
aim to limit the impact on rail services.

Noise and vibration
Baseline readings for noise have been undertaken 
at the nearest properties to the proposed project 
and will be used to identify potential noise 
impacts during construction. The ES will propose 
methods to control potential noise and vibration 
impacts on surrounding homes and businesses 
during construction if necessary. 

Construction Compounds 
We plan to have three main construction 
compounds, one on the south side of the lake, 
accessed from Riverside Road and two on the 
north side of the lake, as shown on the plan 
opposite. 

One of the northern compounds will be located 
off Peto Way and is primarily associated with the 
construction of the northern junction. A second, 
smaller compound will be required to the south 
of the railway on Network Rail/Associated British 
Ports (ABP) land. This is required to support the 
construction of the bridge over the railway line 
and works in Lake Lothing. This site would be 
accessed via Commercial Road. 

All compounds would typically contain site offices, 
vehicle parking and storage of materials. Smaller 
compounds may be required in other areas to 
manage works in that immediate area.

Biodiversity and nature 
Ecological surveys have been undertaken at 
targeted locations based on the likelihood of 
protected species being found there. We have 
identified a pair of peregrine falcons and the 
nationally rare Nathusiuis’ Pipistrelle bat alongside 
common lizards and a variety of bird species.

Measures to mitigate impact on protected species 
will be set out in the ES.
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Operational 
impacts 

 
Noise and vibration
Baseline readings for noise and a traffic model will 
be used to predict changes in noise levels around 
Lowestoft as traffic is diverted onto the new 
crossing. Diversion of traffic away from congested 
areas will likely result in significant positive effects 
in some areas, but increases in traffic elsewhere 
could have negative effects. 

Air quality
The diversion of traffic away from congested 
areas will likely result in significant positive 
effects. The extent of any significant negative 
effects will be determined through modelling 
which will be included in the ES.

Water, Drainage and Flood 
Risk Assessment
An assessment has considered the potential impacts 
of the project on flooding and water quality.

The drainage design will be developed to protect 
the local water environment from highway 
pollution and prevent increased flood risk. 

The current flood risk assessment shows no 
significant negative impact on surface water 
flooding from the project, nor increase to flood 
risk elsewhere.

Traffic and Transport
The project will divert traffic away from some 
congested areas of Lowestoft. This will reduce 
traffic and congestion in the town centre, improve 
this area for pedestrians and cyclists and improve 
reliability for bus services. We are working with 
ABP to better understand and mitigate the impact 
on the port, including through vessel simulations. 
There will be no long term impact on the rail 
network.

Visual Impact
The landscape and visual assessment has 
established an area where the project can be seen 
from. An assessment will be undertaken on the 
visibility of the project from key viewpoints. 

Cultural Heritage
Impacts upon built heritage (such as Listed 
Buildings) will be considered in the ES. Impacts on 
buried archaeology are unlikely to be significant 
given present knowledge although ongoing 
ground investigations will gather more information.

Cumulative Effects
Lake Lothing Third Crossing cannot be viewed 
separately to other developments proposed 
in the area. The ES will include an assessment 
of the project’s likely effects alongside other 
developments within the same timeframe 
where possible. This will include the proposed 
tidal barrier and consented developments in 
the vicinity, including those on the Brooke 
Peninsula. The traffic model also takes natural 
growth in traffic into account.
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Further to our discussion this morning, I can confirm that our “bid” for projects to be included in
RIS2 is as submitted in the summer last year, i.e. as attached.
 
I am also aware of the Suffolk Chamber of Commerce latest No More A14 Delays in Suffolk
Campaign brochure – also attached, which refers to:
 

improvements to key junctions on the A14 at Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds & Newmarket
major maintenance schemes on the A14 between Haughley & Woolpit and between Copdock
& the Orwell Bridge
comprehensive feasibility study from the M11 at Cambridge to Felixstowe to address
remaining concerns about the A14 and the impact of future growth in the county and across
the UK.

 
Clearly this focusses on the A14, but it does not remove the need for improvements to the A11
at Mildenhall, the A12 south of Ipswich or the other schemes included in our RIS2 bid.
 
Hope this helps.
Peter Grimm
Strategic Traffic Manager
Tel (():           +44 (0) 1473 264811

Mob (È):          +44 (0) 7860 832198

E Mail (?):       peter.grimm@suffolk.gov.uk

Web ("):         www.suffolk.gov.uk

Address (?):

Transport Strategy

Strategic Development

Suffolk County Council

Block 1 Floor 5

Endeavour House

8 Russell Road

Ipswich

Suffolk

IP1 2BX

 

Emails sent to and from this organisation will be monitored in accordance 
with the law to ensure compliance with policies and to minimise any 
security risks.
The information contained in this email or any of its attachments may
be privileged or confidential and is intended for the exclusive use of
the addressee. Any unauthorised use may be unlawful. If you receive
this email by mistake, please advise the sender immediately by using
the reply facility in your email software.
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Roll Forward of the Road Investment Strategy 
Road Period 2 – 2020 to 2025 
 
Candidates for RIS2 - Suffolk County Council 
 
Trunk Road Improvements (Not in Priority order) 
 

Ref Project Description 

   

P1 A14/A142 Junction 37 Exning Lack of capacity leads to extensive queueing, 
particularly on the A142 from Cambridgeshire. 
Conditions likely to get worse following opening of 
Ely Bypass in 2017. Improvement are required to 
address existing problems and support growth in 
East Cambridgeshire and in Newmarket 

   

P2 A14 Junctions Bury St Edmunds 
Including: 

 A14 Junction 43 St Saviours 

 A14 Junction 44 Moreton Hall 

Poor layout, short slip roads and lack of capacity 
leads to significant congestion and queueing, 
which extends back onto the A14 main 
carriageway. Improvements are required to 
support growth in Bury St Edmunds 

   

P3 A14 Junctions Ipswich 
Including: 

 A14 Junction 55 Copdock 

 A14 Junction 56 Wherstead 

 A14 Junction 57 Nacton Road 

 A14 Junction 58 Seven Hills 

Lack of capacity leads to significant congestion 
and queueing, which extends back onto the A14 
main carriageway. Improvements are required to: 

 support growth in and around Ipswich and 
Suffolk Coastal (including Sizewell C); 

 improve access to and egress from local 
businesses; 

 maintain access to the nationally important 
Port of Felixstowe; and 

 improve journey time reliability. 

   

P4 A12 South 
Including: 

 A12 Four Sisters Interchange 

 A12 Capel St Mary to County Boundary 

The horizontal and vertical alignment of the A12 
carriageway south of Capel St Mary is generally 
poor with numerous accesses and there is concern 
about the accident record. The Four Sisters 
Interchange in particular has a substandard layout. 
Improvements are required to support growth in 
Babergh District and meet current standards, 
including: 

 bringing this section of A12 up to Expressway 
Standard; and 

 upgrading Four Sisters Interchange to 
appropriate standards 

   

P5 A11 Mildenhall 
Including: 

 A11 Fiveways Grade Separation 

 A11 Tuddenham Road at Grade 
Crossing 

 A11 Herringswell Road at Grade 
Crossing 

There is evidence of increasing congestion at the 
A11 Fiveways junction and risk of 
accidents/incidents at the existing at grade 
crossings with openings in the central reserve.  
The A11 has been identified as a growth corridor 
and improvements are required to support growth 
in Forest Heath and in particular growth linked to 
the potential development of Mildenhall Airbase. 
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Local Road Improvements (Not in Priority order) 
 

Ref Project Description 

   

L1 Third Crossing at Lake Lothing The Route Strategies published by HE in April 
2015 include evidence that shows the A12 in 
Lowestoft comes into the bottom category for peak 
period speeds; delay and safety on the network. 

   

L2 The Upper Orwell Crossing, Ipswich Will provide additional east west capacity within 
Ipswich and potentially reduce traffic on the A14 
over Orwell Bridge 

   

 
 
Major Maintenance Schemes (Not in Priority order) 
 

Ref Project Description 

   

M1 A14 concrete carriageway between Woolpit 
and Haughley 

Outstanding concerns about the structure of the 
carriageway, the poor running surface and noise 
problems, which affects local residents living near 
the trunk road. 

   

M2 A14 concrete carriageway between Copdock 
and Orwell Bridge 

Poor running surface and noise problems, which 
adversely affects people living in Pinewood, South 
West Ipswich, Belstead and Wherstead 

   

 
 
Feasibility Study 
 

 Feasibility Study Description 

   

FS1 A14: M11 Cambridge to Felixstowe 
Including: 

 A14 Cambridge Northern Bypass Girton 
to Milton 

 A14 Cambridge to Newmarket 

 A14 Junction 38 Waterhall (A11 north) 

 A14 Bury St Edmunds 

 A14 around Ipswich including Orwell 
Bridge 

 Residual capacity issues 

Potential capacity problems on the A14 east of the 
M11 were highlighted through the Examination into 
the A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon project. In 
addition there are capacity issues relating to the 
A14 around Ipswich and the need to: 

 maintain access to the nationally important 
Port of Felixstowe; and 

 improve journey time reliability. 
 
It is envisaged that the suggested feasibility study 
would highlight appropriate solutions in the short to 
medium term, which could be implemented in 
Roads Period 3 or subsequently 
 
Improvement of the A14 will support growth in 
general in Suffolk and at the Port of Felixstowe. 

   

 
 

  












