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RE: Response to 21CF regarding MRC/Avaaz media plurality submission 
 
'HDU 6HFUHWDU\ RI 6WDWH� 
  
:H DUH ZULWLQJ IXUWKHU WR RXU VXEPLVVLRQ ODVW ZHHN LQ UHVSHFW RI WKH SURSRVHG PHUJHU EHWZHHQ �1​VW​ &HQWXU\ )R[ DQG 
6N\ 3OF� :H DUH DZDUH WKDW \RXU VWDWHG GHDGOLQH IRU VXEPLVVLRQV DKHDG RI \RXU UHIHUUDO GHFLVLRQ KDV ODSVHG� +RZHYHU� 
LQ OLJKW RI FRPPHQWV PDGH E\ �1​VW​ &HQWXU\ )R[ RQ RXU UHSRUW� ERWK LQ WKHLU VXEPLVVLRQ WR \RX DQG LQ WKH PHGLD� ZH 
ZRXOG OLNH WR RIIHU WKLV UHVSRQVH WR HQVXUH \RX KDYH IXOO LQIRUPDWLRQ EHIRUH \RX PDNH \RXU GHFLVLRQ� 
  
,Q VKRUW ZH VWLOO PDLQWDLQ WKDW WKHUH LV D FOHDU FDVH WR DQVZHU RQ SOXUDOLW\� DQG RQO\ D IXOO UHYLHZ EHIRUH WKH PHUJHU FDQ 
HQVXUH WKDW WKH SXEOLF LQWHUHVW ZLOO EH SURWHFWHG� 
  
+HUH DUH EULHI UHVSRQVHV WR �1VW &HQWXU\ )R[¶V PDLQ SRLQWV � ZH ZLOO RI FRXUVH EH KDSS\ WR VXEPLW IXUWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ 
LI \RX UHIHU RQ SOXUDOLW\ JURXQGV� 
  
1. 21​st​

 Century Fox has raised an objection with regards to what they called “the misattribution of consumption 

of news on commercial radio to Sky (which Ofcom has recognised is not the correct approach)”.  

 
,Q IDFW RXU UHSRUW �S��� FOHDUO\ DFNQRZOHGJHV WKH FKDQJH LQ 2IFRP¶V DSSURDFK DQG FLWHV FRPSDUDEOH GDWD RQ WKDW EDVLV� 
,W DOVR FULWLTXHV WKDW FKDQJH RQ WKH EDVLV WKDW 6N\ VWLOO SURYLGHV ZKROHVDOH QHZV VHUYLFHV IRU *OREDO DQG %DXHU VWDWLRQV 
DQG LW LV QRW FOHDU IURP 2IFRP¶V ��1� QHZV FRQVXPSWLRQ UHSRUW ZK\ WKLV SURYLVLRQ LV QRZ QRW EHLQJ FRQVLGHUHG� 
  
2. 21​st​

 Century Fox have criticised what they call “the erroneous characterisation of News Corp as ‘the largest 

newspaper provider’”, adding that the largest newspaper provider is in fact DMGT in terms of circulation and 

Ofcom’s share of reference measure. 

  
,Q UHJDUG WR FLUFXODWLRQ� RXU UHSRUW VKRZV WKDW LI WKH DQDO\VLV LV EDVHG RQ 2IFRP¶V ��11 DSSURDFK WKHQ 1HZV 8. LV VWLOO 

 



 

WKH ODUJHVW QHZVSDSHU SURYLGHU EDVHG RQ WKH ODWHVW DYDLODEOH GDWD� 7KLV DSSURDFK H[FOXGHV UHJLRQDO WLWOHV DQG WKH 0HWUR 
�ZKLFK LV D XQLTXHO\ 0RQGD\�)ULGD\ WLWOH GLVWULEXWHG IRU IUHH�� ,Q LWV ��11 UHYLHZ� 2IFRP DUJXHG WKDW 1HZV &RUS¶V 
QHZVSDSHU PDUNHW VKDUH LV PRVW FUHGLEO\ DVVHVVHG E\ IRFXVLQJ RQ QDWLRQDO SULQW FLUFXODWLRQ �DV GHILQHG E\ SDLG�IRU 
GDLO\ DQG 6XQGD\ WLWOHV�� 
 
�.   21​st​

 Century Fox references what it calls “inaccurate claims that rising online readership has ‘eclipsed’ the 

dramatic decline in circulation of News Corp titles.” 

 

7KLV LV LWVHOI PLVOHDGLQJ DQG WKH ILJXUHV VSHDN IRU WKHPVHOYHV� 7KH 6XQ¶V FRPELQHG RQOLQH DQG RIIOLQH UHDFK E\ DQ\ 
PHDVXUH LV VXEVWDQWLDOO\ JUHDWHU WRGD\ WKDQ LW ZDV LQ ��11 DQG WKH VDPH KROGV LI ZH FRQVLGHU 7KH 6XQ DQG 7KH 7LPHV 
FRPELQHG� �1​VW ​&HQWXU\ )R[ EDVHV LWV REMHFWLRQ RQ 2IFRP¶V FURVV�SODWIRUP VKDUH RI UHIHUHQFHV PHDVXUH ZKLFK� DV ZH 
PDNH FOHDU LQ RXU UHSRUW� LV LQFRQVLVWHQW ZLWK PRUH UHOLDEOH PDUNHW�VSHFLILF GDWD� 7KLV PHDVXUH PXVW LQ DQ\ FDVH EH 
WUHDWHG ZLWK SDUWLFXODU FDXWLRQ DV DUJXHG E\ D QXPEHU RI LQGHSHQGHQW H[SHUWV� DQG QRW OHDVW GXH WR LWV OLNHO\ VHQVLWLYLW\ 
WR UHFDOO�DZDUHQHVV ELDV DPRQJ VXUYH\ UHVSRQGHQWV DVNHG DERXW PHGLD FRQVXPSWLRQ KDELWV� 
  
�.    Finally, 21​st​

 Century Fox object to the report’s inattention to what they call “the implications of the split 

between 21CF and News Corporation.” 

 

7KLV ZDV QRW DGGUHVVHG LQ GHWDLO LQ WKH UHSRUW EHFDXVH� UHO\LQJ RQ 2IFRP¶V ���� GHILQLWLRQ RI µGH IDFWR FRQWURO¶ LQ 
UHODWLRQ WR PHGLD FRPSDQLHV� LW LV FOHDU WKDW WKH 0XUGRFK IDPLO\ ZLOO KDYH HIIHFWLYH FRQWURO RI WKH PHUJHG HQWLW\� )URP 
D SOXUDOLW\ SHUVSHFWLYH� FRQFHUQV LQ UHODWLRQ WR WKH SXEOLF LQWHUHVW DUH JHQHUDWHG E\ FRQFHQWUDWLRQ QRW LQ SXUHO\ PDUNHW 
WHUPV� EXW LQ WKH SRZHU RI YRLFH H[HUFLVHG E\ D JLYHQ LQGLYLGXDO RU JURXS� $ SULQFLSOH WKH JRYHUQPHQW DGRSWHG ​�'&06 
-XO\ ��1�​� DV WKH GHVLUHG RXWFRPH RI D SOXUDO PDUNHW LV ³3UHYHQWLQJ DQ\ RQH PHGLD RZQHU RU YRLFH KDYLQJ WRR PXFK 
LQIOXHQFH RYHU SXEOLF RSLQLRQ DQG WKH SROLWLFDO DJHQGD�´  2XU UHSRUW GHPRQVWUDWHV WKURXJKRXW ZK\ WKH SURSRVHG PHUJHU� 
EDVHG RQ SUHOLPLQDU\ HYLGHQFH DQG DVVHVVPHQW� SUHVHQWV D FOHDU DQG SUHVHQW WKUHDW WR QHZV SOXUDOLW\ ZLWKLQ WKDW FRQWH[W� 
  
'HWDLOHG IXUWKHU HYLGHQFH LQ VXSSRUW RI WKH SRLQWV DERYH ZLOO EH SURYLGHG LQ GXH FRXUVH� 
  
6LQFHUHO\� 
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