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Dear Mr Hopkins,

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Section 257
Order Making Authority: Dacorum Borough Council
Title of Order: (Hemel Hempstead Footpaths 50 & 51) Diversion Order 2017

I am directed by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to refer 
to the above named Order, which was submitted to him for confirmation on 2 November 
2017.

Dacorum Borough Council has not complied with The Public Path Orders Regulations 1993 
which state

Procedure for orders

4.—(1) An order shall be made in duplicate and, where the order is submitted to the 
Secretary of State for confirmation, the order and duplicate shall be sent to him ……

The Council is unable to send the made Orders to the Secretary of State because they 
have been destroyed, keeping only digital copies. In this situation certified copies are 
not acceptable. The original documents have been destroyed before being confirmed; 
the authority has acted peremptorily in the face of a statutory requirement and in such 
circumstances there is a chance of a subsequent challenge.

The Secretary of State takes the view that this constitutes a fundamental error which is 
fatal to the validity of the Order.  As he cannot purport to use his power to correct such an 
error, he has decided not to exercise his power of confirmation. 

A copy of this letter has been sent to the objectors.

Yours sincerely,



Caroline Baylis
Caroline Baylis

 










