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Call for views on the General Data Protection Regulation derogations
Response of the Professional Players Federation 
Introduction 
The Professional Players Federation (PPF) is the umbrella body for 12 different sports trade unions and player associations covering more than 17,000 sportsmen and women.  We are a not-for-profit body established in 1991 to represent the collective interests of professional athletes. 
A special case for sport?
We are aware that a number of international sports bodies have previously called for sport to be exempted from the European GDPR. This call was strongly opposed by the European player associations and we were pleased to see that there was no general exemption for sport granted despite the strong lobbying. 
Data protection is an important issue that is now intertwined with the fundamental rights of our athletes who quite correctly have the same rights as every other citizen and worker. 
Data protection is also increasingly tied-in with athletes ability to commercially exploit their own image, performance and data and it is important that any new regulations and laws recognise that players should retain ownership over their own data.  
The need for balance 
Players’ fundamental rights need to be protected if they are to be balanced against the ability of sports governing bodies to perform their roles effectively.  The imbalance of power between individual athletes and sports governing bodies is such that there exists a real risk of the sport abusing its dominant market position. 
The PPF is not averse to the GDPR being implemented in UK law in such a way as to recognise the special role of sports governing bodies, especially with regards to anti-doping, match fixing and child protection.  However it is essential that there is no blanket exemption for sport and that there remain adequate safeguards in place to protect athletes data protection rights, especially when they cover sensitive personal data. 
Any special recognition for sport needs to be limited in its scope and proportionate to the risks involved with adequate safeguards in place.  
Furthermore we note that whilst many of the governing bodies of sport that we work with are well run, this is sadly not the case for all the UK’s sports governing bodies nor indeed a number of international sports federations. 
Conclusion 
It is important that sports regulators are allowed to continue to govern their sports effectively. It seems likely that this may require some form of special recognition of sports governing bodies’ role as regulators within the new GDPR.  However, it is essential that the rights of our athletes continue to be protected just like every other citizen and worker in the UK.  
Any special recognition for sports governing bodies needs to be proportionate and aimed at legitimate and clearly defined public interest issues.  Furthermore, there needs to be adequate safeguards built in to protect athletes rights.  
Given the importance of this issue and how seriously it could impact upon athletes’ personal sensitive data covering areas such as medical history and bank details, the PPF expects the sports trade unions to continue to be consulted and actively involved with DCMS as it takes the implementation of the regulations forward into UK law.  
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