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Dear IR

Further to my letter of 17 August, | am now able to respond to your email of 25 July
in which you requested the following information:

“Please provide me with an electronic copy of the Special Investigations Branch
report one of your Royal Military Police officers compiled on the Alan Addis case
when visiting the Falklands in 1981.”

| am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) 2000.

Having completed a public interest test | have decided that the balance lies in
releasing the Royal Military Police (Special Investigations Branch) reports into the
disappearance of Marine Addis. These are enclosed. However, some information
has been withheld under section 40 of the FOIA — personal information.

Section 40 is an absolute exemption and does not require a public interest test. This
relates to names of witnesses and information that could identify an individua! if it
were released.

The report dated 30 June 1981 is not legible in places due to the quality of the
microfiche copies held on file, and further deterioration through printing and
redacting the documents. | have, therefore, attached typed extracts of some of the
document but even the “clean” copies held are not legible in places.

if you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office
in the first instance. Following this, if you wish to complain about the handling of
your request, or the content of this response, you can request an independent
internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor,
MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR @ mod.uk). Please
note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days
of the date of this response.




If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint
directly to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the
Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not
normally investigate your case until the MOD internal review process has been
completed. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information
Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wiimslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF.
Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner ¢an be found
on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/.

Yours sincerely,

Disclosure and Litigation Leader
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Typed copy of illegible sections of 30 July 1981 document:
Paras 1-3 are legible on the document provided.

4. Shortly after MV Forrest called from North Area Settlement about 0700 hrs,
Fri 8 Aug 80, it was discovered that MNE Addis was not aboard. At that juncture it
was assumed that MNE Addis had overslept having been accommodated overnight
ashore, and so it was decided to leave him to make arrangements to travel over-land
that weekend. Contact from ship to shore was not made until mid-afternoon on Fri 8
Aug, following which MNE Addis’ disappearance became apparent. Organised land
and sea searches were carried out during the period 8-11 Aug 80, but no trace of
MNE Addis was found. An inquest was subsequently held and in the absence of a
body, the Coroner returned an “Open Verdict”. The Board of Inquiry findings are that
MNE Addis died accidently in that he drowned or perished.

5. [First sentence redacted]. Indeed, [redacted text] to make contact, through
the auspices of Mr James Johnson, MP, with the then Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State (Royal Navy), Mr Keith Speed. Consequently, an opportunity was
afforded [redacted text], to travel to the Falkland Island at public expense. [redacted
text] visited the islands during the period 4-11 Mar 81, [redacted text] to converse
with various resident civilians and serving members of the Royal Marines. In
consequence of these meetings and discussions, [redacted text] dubiety to the
reported circumstances surrounding [redacted text] disappearance became [illegible]
interview with [redacted text], RM at HQ TRF RM on 10 Jun 81, [redacted text] had
died as a result of “foul play”. [redacted text] clearly based this [assumption (?)]
[illegible] reported to [redacted text] in the Falkland Islands which it was implied that
had MNE Addis died accidently, his body would certainly have [been found (7)].
[redacted text] also voiced concern during this meeting regarding the [illegible] a
thorough police investigation into the matter.

Paras 6 and 7 are legible in the document provided.

8. In addition to the matters outlined by {redacted text], various other factors
pertinent to the investigation were introduced by the aforementioned witness.
Obviously, much of what was learned is at present unsubstantiated hearsay,
individuals” opinion and speculation, but the questions posed as a result are now
considered to be crucial areas requiring follow-up action in the Falkland Isiands. For
[ilegibie] of reference the relevant points are summarised below:

a. The general dissatisfaction expressed [ilfegible] RM personnel
regarding the apparently inept enquiries made at the outset.

b. Mooted by RM personnel that the Board of Inquiry findings do not
reflect the true circumstances of MNE Addis’ disappearance.



C. That during the night in question, heated discussions took place in the
social club between MNE Addis and [redacted text]

d. The [iflegible] that [redacted], left the [social club (7)] with MNE Addis,
but when subsequently questioned was reluctant to discuss the matter.

The remainder of the document is legible
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