
Appendix 6
Remit letter from the Secretary of State for Defence





The Rt Hon David Cameron MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London SW1A 2AA  15 January 2016 

Dear Prime Minister, 

ARMED FORCES’ PAY REVIEW BODY – RECOMMENDATION ON THE 2016 PAY 
AWARD FOR THE ARMED FORCES  

The MOD’s recent paper of evidence on the New Employment Model reform of core pay 

for Service personnel, requested that, in addition to endorsing the new pay structure in 

our 2016 Report, we inform you in advance of our recommendation for the overall pay 

award. This will allow MOD to initiate the administrative arrangements necessary to 

ensure that the new structure is in place, and Service personnel are correctly positioned 

within it, from 1 April 2016.  

It is unusual for us to advise Government of our key recommendation ahead of the 

formal submission of our annual Report, but given the unique circumstances and timing 

constraints following the 2015 Strategic Defence and Security Review and Spending 

Review, we are content on this occasion to do so. 

I am pleased to inform you that we are recommending a one per cent increase in base 

pay, across the board, effective 1 April 2016. While the evidence we considered and our 

deliberations leading to this recommendation will be set out in our 2016 Report, I can 

confirm that we reached this decision through our normal process and in line with our 

terms of reference.  

We trust this early notification of our recommended pay award, as requested by MOD 

will enable the successful implementation of the new pay structure in a timely manner. 

However, we ask that it is not made public until the Report, containing our complete set 

of recommendations, is published. 

A copy of this letter has been sent to the Secretary of State for Defence. 
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