
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

16 June 2016 
 
 

 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - REQUEST REF: 0532-16 

 

Thank you for your email of 25 May 2016 asking for information under the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) 2000.  You asked:  

 

In accordance with s.1 of the Act, which provides a general right of access to 
information held by public authorities, I wish to receive the following information:  
 

 A copy of the list of bidders at PQQ and/or tender stage (company names) 
and the tender stage scorecard for all bidders (including winner) 

 
I request that any personal data relating to individuals is removed before this information is 
sent. Should the scorecards be unavailable I would request that the list of PQQ applicants 
only be submitted.  
 
I can confirm that FCO Services does hold information relevant to your request. The list of 

bidders is detailed in the table below. There were 12 in total and have been listed in 

alphabetical order:  

 

Contract title:  Provision of Global Logistics Services 

Agility Project Logistics Ltd Mail Box Express 

Cargo Link Express National Air Cargo 

DHL Global Forwarding (UK) Ltd Panalpina World Transport Ltd 

DSV Air and Sea Ltd Pentalver Transport 

Hellmann Worldwide Logistics Ltd TNTPost 

Kuehne+Nagel Ltd UPS 

 

The scorecard has been withheld under Section 43 (2) of the FOIA which relates to 

commercial interests.  
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Under Section 43(2) (Commercial Interests), information is exempt from disclosure if it has 

the potential to undermine or prejudice existing or future commercial proceedings of any 

person (including the public authority holding it). Section 43 of the Freedom of Information 

Act is a qualified exemption and we are required to consider the balance of the public 

interest in releasing or withholding the information. 

 

We realise that there is a public interest in greater transparency, more specifically an insight 

into how FCO Services conducts commercial work, and that commercial sensitivity will often 

diminish over time.  However, to publish the scorecards may make existing and potential 

suppliers reluctant to engage with FCO Services or place bids for further contracts, which 

would prejudice the commercial interests of FCO Services and may cause damage to our 

reputation.  

 

There could also be a reaction affecting commercial relations between FCO Services and its 

current and potential suppliers who may be reluctant to continue to engage with FCO 

Services for fear that information about them will become public knowledge at some stage 

and prejudice their commercial interests. 

 

For these reasons we consider the balance of the public interest lies with withholding this 

information. 

 

Once an FOI request is answered, it is considered to be in the public domain.  To promote 

transparency, we may now publish the response and any material released on gov.uk in the 

FOI releases section.  All personal information in the letter will be removed before 

publishing. 

The copies of information being supplied to you continue to be protected by the Copyright, 

Designs and Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any 

non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other 

re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 

holder.  Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government 

officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright.  To re-use Crown Copyright documents 

please consult the Open Government Licence v3 on the National Archives website. 

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by 

the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must 

ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non-Crown 

Copyright) information. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Corporate Knowledge and Security 

FCO Services 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=foi-releases&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=foreign-commonwealth-office&official_document_status=all&world_locations%5B%5D=all&from_date=&to_date=&commit=Refresh+results
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/


 

 

 

We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998.  We may release this personal information to other UK 
government departments and public authorities. 


