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School Applications and Offers Local Authority Level 

Data 

Metadata Specification 

Description 

This document describes the data contained in the 2015 school applications and offers underlying 

data file. The file contains national, regional and local authority data for both primary and secondary 

level applications and offers. The information contained in the underlying data is based upon the 

data returned by local authorities. 

Overview 

The information collected in the file relates to the school applications and offers made on the 

respective national offer days, 2 March 2015 for secondary level and 16 April 2015 for primary level. 

A full description of the methods used in the collection of this data can be found in the PDF version 

of the above SR. 

File format and conventions 

Format 

SFR17-2015 Apps & Offers ud.csv – rows in this file relate to individual local authorities or regions. 

Rounding 

This dataset has not had suppression applied. 

Coverage 

The data includes returns from 151 local authorities. The Isles of Scilly has been excluded as it has 

one school where the normal point of entry for all children is at age 3 and pupils continue until aged 

16. 

Abbreviations and definitions 

Abbreviation Definition 

LA Local Authority 

NC National Curriculum 
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Field name descriptions 

Field name Description 

Country Code Country code 

Country Country Name 

Region 

Region (previously government office 

region) name 

Region Code 

Region (previously government office 

region) code 

New_LA_code 

 

New 9-digit local authority code 

Old_LA_code 

 

Old 3-digit local authority code 

LA_name Name of the local authority 

NC_Year_Admission 

National Curriculum year of admission for 

appropriate school phase 

Admission_Numbers 

Total number of admission places for all 

mainstream schools in local authority for 

appropriate school phase 

Applications_received 

Number of applications received from 

parents of children living in the local 

authority area 

Online_Applications Number of applications received online 

No_of_preferences 

Number of preferences offered by the 

local authority 

First_preference_offers The number of first preference offers 

Second_preference_offers The number of second preference offers 

Third_preference_offers The number of third preference offers 

One_of_the_three_preference_offers 

The number of first, second and third 

preference offers 

Preferred_school_offer 

The total number of offers of a preferred 

school 

Non_Preferred_Offer 

The number of home applicants offered a 

school which was not one of their 

preferences 

No_Offer 

The number of home applicants not 

made an offer 

Schools_in_LA_offer 

The number of offers which were of a 

school in the local authority area 

Schools_in_another_LA_offer 

The number of offers which were of a 

school in another local authority area 

Offers_to_NonApplicants 

Number of offers made to children for 

whom an application was not made 
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Calculations used in the underlying data or Statistical Release 

Percentage of online applications – Online_Applications expressed as a percentage of 

Applications_received 

Percentage of first preference offers – First_preference_offers expressed as a percentage of 

Applications_received 

Percentage of second preference offers – Second_preference_offers expressed as a percentage of 

Applications_received 

Percentage of third preference offers – Third_preference_offers expressed as a percentage of 

Applications_received 

Percentage of one of the three preference offers – One_of_the_three_preference_offers expressed 

as a percentage of Applications_received 

Percentage of preferred school offers – Preferred_school_offer expressed as a percentage of 

Applications_received 

Percentage of offers of a non-preferred school – Non_Preferred_Offer expressed as a percentage 

of Applications_received 

Percentage of home applicants who did not receive an offer – No_Offer expressed as a percentage 

of Applications_received 

Percentage of offers which were of a school in the area of the local authority – Schools_in_LA_offer 

expressed as a percentage of the sum of Schools_in_LA_offer and Schools_in_another_LA_offer 

Percentage of offers which were of a school in another local authority – 

Schools_in_another_LA_offer expressed as a percentage of the sum of Schools_in_LA_offer and 

Schools_in_another_LA_offer 
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