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regulations
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From August to October 2016 we consulted on proposals to withdraw a set of our
regulations which apply only to Entry Level qualifications — the ‘Criteria for Entry Level
qualifications’. This is our final regulatory impact assessment based on our proposals,
consultation responses and final decisions.

We set out why we judged the regulatory requirements were not necessary for the
effective regulation of qualifications at entry level and represented an unnecessary
regulatory burden. We explained our view that they duplicated many of the
requirements in our other regulations and, where they added further regulatory
requirements, they could stop awarding organisations designing qualifications that
would best meet users’ needs. We determined that the additional requirements set out
in the ‘Criteria for Entry Level qualifications’ could, therefore, have a detrimental effect
on the validity of Entry Level qualifications and lead to extra costs for awarding
organisations.

Overall, following our own assessment and considering the consultation responses,
we judge that as well as removing a barrier to awarding organisations designing the
most effective qualifications for their purpose the removal of the ‘Criteria for Entry
Level qualifications’ will also remove unnecessary regulatory burden. Awarding
organisations will no longer need to manage the interaction between the ‘Criteria for
Entry Level qualifications’ and our ‘General Conditions of Recognition’. Because our
removal of the ‘Criteria for Entry Level qualifications’ does not force any change on
valid qualifications it does not introduce any new costs onto awarding organisations.

If, following the removal of the criteria, awarding organisations choose to redevelop
their qualifications and remove existing external assessment, this will not automatically
reduce overall assessment costs. Assessment will still need to take place with
appropriate controls from awarding organisations. We will keep such developments
under review as part of our normal regulatory processes.
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We wish to make our publications widely accessible. Please contact us at
publications@ofqual.gov.uk if you have any specific accessibility requirements.

OGL

© Crown copyright 2016

This publication is licensed under the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0
except where otherwise stated. To view this licence, visit
http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3 or write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
publications@ofqual.gov.uk.

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain
permission from the copyright holders concerned.

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/ofqual.

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at:

Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation
Spring Place

Coventry Business Park

Herald Avenue

Coventry CV5 6UB

Telephone 0300 303 3344
Textphone 0300 303 3345
Helpline 0300 303 3346



mailto:publications@ofqual.gov.uk
http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3
mailto:publications@ofqual.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/ofqual

