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Agenda

1. Background
2. The Network
3. Performance
4. The Future 
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Background

Elliott Review - objectives
• Examine the integrity and assurance of 

food supply networks
• Factors impacting consumer confidence 

in the authenticity of food 
• Make recommendations

Recommendation 4 - laboratory 
services
Those involved with audit, inspection and 
enforcement must have access to resilient, 
sustainable laboratory services that use 
standardised, validated approaches  

Government to create a network & 
CoEs
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Defra’s requirements

Key tasks for coordinator
1. Coordinate and manage communication of information 
2. Act impartially & independently 
3. Trusted source of advice 
4. Engage with the virtual network 
5. Facilitate and encourage interaction 
6. Promotional activity 
8. Engage with EU and internationally to promote the UK’s work on 

food authenticity 
9. Set-up as early as possible in financial year 2015/16
10. Responsive to new and emerging food authenticity issues
11. Future sustainability of the Network 

ITT February 2015
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Web based tool

• Interactive website based on an open-source content 
management system, with:
– public and private areas based on member login
– Forum capability 
– Webinar and online meeting facilities can be added

• Website: http://www.foodauthenticity.uk/
• Piloted
• Launched July 2015
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Features – Social Networking Site
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Network

Centres of 
Expertise

Research

Methods

Discussions

Policy & Law

Quality

Organisations

News & 
Events
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Academic
1 CoE

General 
proficiency

9 CoEs

Specific 
technique

3 CoEs

Specific 
commodity

1 CoE

Centres of 
Expertise

CoEs announced December 2015

Direct access to named experts by authenticity area  of expertise
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Organisations

Food fraud mitigation guides to be added….

FSA

GC

Defra
EU Food 
Integrity 

EU Food 
Fraud 

Network
APA

RSC

GFTC
IFST

TiFSiP

Further 
links..
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Research and Methods

Research

Methods :
SOPs & Standard 

methods

Surveys

Nitrogen 
Factors
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Discussion pages

General

Technique

DNA

Protein

Member 

*New 
Services

*Launched 21 June 2016
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Network Management Structure

Virtual Authenticity Network

Stakeholders

Project 
management

Management Committee

Network
Secretary

Project 
manager

Laboratories

Clerical 
and IT 

support

Centres of 
Expertise

LGC
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Performance

• www.foodauthenticity.uk
– Launched July 2015
– 439 members and growing

• @FAuthenticity
– Launched August 2015
– 362 followers and growing

• User survey
– Will be launched Monday 27 June

• Data….
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Page Views – February – May 2016
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Top 10 Pages: February – May 2016

homepage

News
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March 2017 and beyond….

• Invitation to tender – February 2015:
– “Consider the future sustainability of the Network and 

engage with network partners on how it could become self-
financing” 

– “To put forward proposals for the future sustainability of 
the Coordinator role and how this can be best achieved 
without further funding from Defra” 

• Future sustainability options
– Interested parties
– Management Committee and Defra 
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www.foodauthenticity.uk

• Poster and Stand

• One-stop-shop for food authenticity testing

• Free to join

• Join in minutes

• It’s worth it!
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The Team

• Defra
– Michelle McQuillan
– Sophie Rollinson
– Lucy Foster

• Management Committee:
– Michael Walker (Chair)
– APA, BRC, Defra, FDF, FSA, IFST & RSSL

• LGC
– Steve Ellison
– Mark Woolfe


