
 
 

 
Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 
Minute of Chair’s Action – Monday 18 April 2016 

 
Department of Health Directions to the HSCIC to process Type 2 Objections 

 
 
 
Non-Executive Director (Chair) Kingsley Manning 
Non-Executive Director  Sir Ian Andrews  
Non-Executive Director Prof. Maria Goddard 
 
 
 
The HSCIC acknowledges receipt of the Department of Health Directions to the HSCIC 
to process Type 2 Objections. The HSCIC also acknowledges receipt of a letter from 
Tamara Finkelstein (Department of Health Chief Operating Officer and Director General 
for Group Operations) on 15 April 2016 in respect to the Directions, to which the HSCIC 
CEO responded on 18 April 2016. 
 
The HSCIC Standing Orders permit, in exceptional circumstances, that the powers which 
the Board has retained to itself may in emergency be exercised by the Chair, after 
having consulted at least two non-executive members. The exercise of such powers by 
the Chair must be reported to the next formal meeting of the Board for ratification. 
 
On Monday 18 April 2016 by Chairs Action, the HSCIC accepted the Department of 
Health Directions to the HSCIC to process Type 2 Objections. The Chair and Non-
Executive Directors Sir Ian Andrews and Professor Maria Goddard accepted the 
Directions on behalf of the Board. The HSCIC therefore agrees to the implementation of 
the Direction on 29 April 2016. 
 
The Board resolved at the Board meeting on 25 November 2015 to agree to a Chairs 
Action because the draft Directions were not ready for the November Board. The interim 
Director of Information and Analytics (Martin Severs) confirmed that work was ongoing to 
draft the Directions with the Department of Health. The Board approved the management 
of the Directions via a Chairs Action. 
  
It is confirmed the Chair has signed the associated Information Commissioners Office 
(ICO) Undertaking. 
 
The ratification of the Chair’s Action will take place at the May Board meeting.  
 

https://ico.org.uk/action-weve-taken/enforcement/health-and-social-care-information-centre-hscic/
https://ico.org.uk/action-weve-taken/enforcement/health-and-social-care-information-centre-hscic/










         From the Tamara Finkelstein 
Chief Operating Officer and  

Director General for Group Operations 
 
 
 
 

Richmond House 
79 Whitehall 

London 
SW1A 2NS 

 
Tel: 0207 210 4369 

Tamara.Finkelstein@dh.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Andy Williams 
Chief Executive  
Health and Social Care Information Centre 
1 Trevelyan Square 
Boar Lane 
Leeds LS1 6AE  
 
15 April 2016 
 
Dear Andy 

 

On 14 April, the Secretary of State issued directions to HSCIC to implement Type 2 

objections from 29 April, in accordance with the principles set out in those directions.  

The Department recognises that implementation of Type 2 objections (and fulfilment of the 

undertaking to the Information Commissioner’s Office to complete implementation within 

six months) requires the active cooperation of our system partners, including NHS England 

and Public Health England.  

In support of this, I would like to assure you that the Department will continue to act in its 

usual role of ensuring that our system partners each act in alignment, in this case 

specifically to deliver the Department’s Type 2 objections policy. Where necessary, we will 

of course convene discussions and broker agreement between HSCIC and your delivery 

partners under our existing sponsorship mechanisms.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
Sent by e-mail: 
 

Copy: Kingsley Manning, Chair, HSCIC 
Professor Martin Severs, Interim Executive Director of Information and Analysis and 
Clinical Professional Lead, HSCIC 

 Katie Farrington, Director, IGT, Department of Health 
Cameron Robson, Deputy Director, IGT, Department of Health 



 

 
 
 
 
 
  

18th April 2016 
 
 
Tamara Finkelstein 
Chief Operating Officer 
Director General - Group Operations 
Department of Health 
Richmond House 
79 Whitehall 
London SW1A 2NS 
 
 
Dear Tamara 
  
We have now received the Secretary of State’s letter “Direction to the Health and Social 
Care Information Centre to process Type 2 objections” dated 15th April and we have already 
started work on commencing its implementation before the 29th April. 
  
In addition thank you for your letter of the 15th April 2016, which helpfully captures the 
challenge and the role the Department of Health will play if required so that the HSCIC can 
deliver the Directions and the Undertaking to the Information Commissioner, by the 14th 
October 2016.  I hope such interventions will not be required and all parts of the system play 
their role to ensure that data continues to flow for the benefits of patients in a way they 
expect. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Andy Williams 
Chief Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Trevelyan Square 
Boar Lane 

Leeds 
LS1 6AE 

  Tel: xxxxx xxxxxx 
Tel: 0113 254 7174 

 
adwilliams@hscic.gov.uk 

www.hscic.gov.uk 
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