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Authorisation for copying, issuing to the public and 
making available for inspection on-line of United 
Kingdom patent applications and specifications and 
English translations of European Patents (UK) 
 
As set out in the notice published in December 1990, and pursuant to section 47(3) 
of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, the Comptroller-General of Patents 
Designs and Trade Marks authorised the acts of copying and issuing to the public of 
copies of United Kingdom patent applications or United Kingdom patent 
specifications made open to public inspection pursuant to a statutory requirement, 
and English translations of French and German specifications of European patents 
(UK) filed at the Patent Office and published in accordance with the Patents Act 
1977, for the purpose of disseminating information about matters of general scientific, 
technical, commercial or economic interest.  
 
Amendments have been made to section 47(3) of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1998 by the Copyright (Public Administration) Regulations 2014 (SI 
2014/1385). As a result of this the Comptroller-General of Patents Designs and 
Trade Marks confirms that he continues to authorise the acts of copying and issuing 
as set out above. He now also authorises the making available of such material for 
inspection on-line, providing that it is not already commercially available to the public  
  
The above authorisation applies in respect of any patent specifications published on 
or after 1 August 1989. In 1969 the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 
gave notice that no steps would normally be taken to enforce Crown Copyright in 
United Kingdom patent specifications. That notice continues to apply to patent 
specifications published before 1 August 1989 in which the Crown holds rights. 
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