


Allowance would not be in scope. Any new responsibilities for local government would also 
be matched by the transfer of the equivalent spending power.

You are correct that there is an open consultation which mentions attendance allowance, this 
is actually a broader consultation on plans to devolve 100% of business rates to local 
councils by 2020. The current consultation was issued on 5 July by the Rt Hon Greg Clark 
MP. By the end of the Parliament, local government will retain 100% of taxes raised locally. 
This will give councils control of an additional £12.5 billion of business rates to spend on local 
services. This move towards self-sufficiency and away from dependence on central 
Government is something councils have long campaigned for – it will shape the role and 
purpose of local government for decades. As part of this reform we are considering the 
devolution of additional responsibilities to local government to ensure there is no additional 
burden on the taxpayer. This is an open consultation and I would encourage anyone with 
views to feed these in through that process.

The consultation “Self-sufficient local government:100% business rates retention” closes on 
26 September 2016 and is available here: www.gov.uk/government/consultations/self-
sufficient-local-government-100-business-rates-retention
 
 
 

 

MARCUS JONES MP
 

 




