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 DE&S Secretariat 

Ministry Defence Equipment & Support 
of Defence 	 Maple Oa, #2043 


MOD Abbey Wood 

Bristol BS34 8JH 


Email: DESSEC-PoiSecLE-JSC-WPNS@ mod.uk 

Mr 	 Our Reference: 

F012015/08992
Via: 

Date: 10 November 2015 

Dear-. 

Thank you for your email of 141
h October 2015 requesting the following information: 

I am requesting information related to MOD spending on the SABO assault rifle or 
equivalent rifle. I wish to know how many are annually manufactured/used. The breakdown 
of the costs for its life-cycle (from conceptual stage to the disposal stage, including 
spending on maintenance and usage). Also, if you could provide me with a component list 
for the rifle, I would be grateful. 

I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA). 

A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of Defence (MOD), and I 
can confirm that information in scope of your request is held. 

The responses to your questions are as follows: 

a. How many are annually manufactured/used? 

A. The MOD .do not currently manufacture complete SA-80 weapon systems. Approximately 1792 
are repaired annually. Usage data is not collected. 

a. The breakdown of the costs for its life-cycle (from conceptual stage to the disposal stage, 
including spending on maintenance and usage). 

A. The SA-80 family of weapons was developed and manufactured by the Royal Ordnance · 
Factories for the MOD from the late 1970s into the 1980s. Full cost information of that 
development is no longer kept by the MOD. From an accounting perspective, the value of the SA­
80 family of weapons currently held by the MOD is £193.8M. It is currently forecast that the repair 
and maintenance of the SA-80 family over the next ten years will cost £94M. The current out of 
service date is 2030. Usage data is not collected. All figures are inclusive of VAT. 

a. If you could provide me with a component list for the rifle. 

A. A component list can be found at Annex A. 

If you are not .satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling 
of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not 
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possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by 
contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, 151 Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, 
SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must 
be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has 
come to an end. 

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal 
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information 
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, http://www.ico.org.uk. 

Yours sincerely, 

DE&S Secretariat (Land Equipment & ISTAR) 

Defence Equipment & Support 
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