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Maintained schools and academies inspection
outcomes as at 31 August 2016

This release contains:
e provisional data for inspections completed between 1 April and 31 August 2016
e most recent inspection outcomes as at 31 August 2016
e revised data for inspections completed between 1 September 2015 and 31 March 2016

Nine out of ten primary schools
were judged good or outstanding
at their most recent inspection

Ninety per cent of primary schools and 78% of secondary
schools were judged good or outstanding at their most
recent inspection. Since August 2015 the proportion of

schools judged good or outstanding at their most recent
inspection has increased for every phase of education.

Figure 1: Most recent overall effectiveness grade of schools

Nursery (403) 60 39
Primary (16,130) 19 71 9 1
Secondary (3,143) 22 56 17 5
Special (999) 38 55 m
Pupil referral unit (322) 18 68 10 4
All schools (20,997) 21 68 10 2
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The gap has increased between the The gap has increased between the proportion of good and

proportion of good or outstanding outstanding primary and secondary schools from eleven

primary and secondary schools percentage points at the end of August 2015, to twelve
percentage points at the end of August 2016.

Just over a third of short
inspections converted to full
inspections and more than half of
these resulted in a judgement of
good or outstanding

Of the 1,471 short inspections in 2015/16, 513 converted to
full inspections and 275 of these resulted in an overall
effectiveness judgement of good or outstanding.

Responsible Statistician: Louise Butler, Louise.Butler@ofsted.gov.uk
Published on: 23 November 2016. Next publication: March 2017.

1|Page




. . . - ° .
Official statistics O ¢

Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives

Contents
Schools at their most recent iINSPection .........cccovvieiiiiii 3
Inspections between 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016 .........cceevevieiniinnnnns 4
Y Lo g T Y o<l u o L] PP 5
REVISIONS tO PreVviOUS FElEASE .....ivvveiieeii e i crre e s e s e s e rr s e e e e e e rna s 6
0] 1 6
(0717 VP 7

Acknowledgements

Thanks to the following for their contribution to this statistical release: Oli Bayntun,
James Jordan, Issa Mohamed and James Twist.

Responsible Statistician: Louise Butler, Louise.Butler@ofsted.gov.uk
Published on: 23 November 2016. Next publication: March 2017. 2|Page




. . « g " @
Official statistics S IC

Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives

Key findings
Schools at their most recent inspection

The proportion of schools judged good or outstanding at their most recent
inspection as at 31 August 2016 was 89% (see figure 1). This is five percentage
points higher than the proportion judged good or outstanding as at 31 August 2015.

The proportion of primary schools judged good or outstanding at their most recent
inspection has increased by six percentage points since 31 August 2015 and now
stands at 90%. The proportion of secondary schools judged good or outstanding at
their most recent inspection has increased by four percentage points since 31
August 2015 and now stands at 78%.

The gap between the proportion of good or outstanding primary schools and
secondary schools has widened by one percentage point since the end of the last
academic year, and is now a twelve percentage point gap.

Eighty per cent of primary schools remain under local authority control. The
proportion of local authority primary schools that are good or outstanding has
increased by six percentage points since the end of August 2015, and now stands at
91%. There were 1,526 full section 5 inspections of local authority primary schools
in 2015/16. Of these, 1,212 were of schools that were less than good at their
previous inspection and 74% of these improved to good or outstanding at their
inspection this year.

Figure 2: Most recent overall effectiveness for primary schools, by type of education

All types of education (16,130)

Local authority maintained (13,454)

All academies (2,676)

Academy converter (2,180)

Sponsor-led academy (427)

Free school (69)

% Outstanding ™% Good ™ % Requires improvement ™ % Inadequate

In August 2015, 84% of primary academies were good or outstanding compared to
85% of local authority primary schools. By August 2016, this had increased to 86%
of academies and 91% of local authority schools (see figure 2 above).
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The increase in the proportion of good and outstanding schools is a direct result of
the number of local authority primary schools improving from less than good to good
or outstanding in 2015/16. Changes to the proportion of good and outstanding
primary local authority schools will have a large impact on the overall proportion of
good or outstanding schools because the majority of schools are primary and the
majority of these are local authority maintained.

Inspections between 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016

There were 2,401 section 5 inspections conducted between 1 September 2015 and
31 August 2016, where the inspection report was published by 30 September 2016.
This includes 513 short inspections that converted to full section 5 inspections (see
figure 3). The total number of full section 5 inspections conducted in 2015/16 is less
than half of the 5,042 conducted in 2014/15.

Figure 3: Overall effectiveness of schools inspected this academic year, by phase
(includes most recent outcome for short inspections which did not convert)
All schools (3,359) 8 65 20 6
Nursery (39) 62 38
Primary (2,468) (] 71 18 5
Secondary (666) 52 32 12
Special (138) 39 38 16 7
Pupil referral unit (48) 8 56 25 10
H % OQutstanding % Good = % Requires improvement m % Inadequate

The main reason for the lower volume of section 5 inspections this year is the
introduction of short inspections. In 2015/16 there were 958 short inspections that
did not convert to a full inspection. These schools retained their most recent overall
effectiveness judgement from their most recent full inspection. Additionally, the
common inspection framework was introduced with a planned slower start to
inspections in Autumn 2015, and there was a change in the timing of the inspections

1 An additional fifteen inspections took place in the period but the report was not published by 30 September so the outcomes
are not included in these statistics. The outcomes of these inspections will be included in the revised statistics published in
spring 2017.
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of new schools. New schools are now inspected during their third year of operation
rather than in their fifth term.?

Combining the number of full section 5 inspections with the number of short
inspections that did not convert, there were 3,359 inspections in total this year.
Seventy four percent of these inspections resulted in the school receiving a good or
outstanding grade for overall effectiveness3. When short inspections are included, a
higher proportion of both primary and secondary schools were judged to be good or
outstanding in 2015/16 compared to in 2014/15; 78% of primary schools compared
to 73% in 2014/15, and 57% of secondary schools compared to 51% in 2014/15.

There were no integrated inspections of education and boarding provision in
maintained schools and academies in 2015/16.4

Short inspections

In 2015/16, a total of 1,471 short inspections were carried out. Just over a third of
these (35%) converted to a full section 5 inspection.

Of the inspections that converted, just over half (54%) resulted in a good or
outstanding judgement; this is made up of 25% that retained their good or
outstanding grade and a further 29% that improved from good to outstanding. Four
providers declined from outstanding to good.

Of the short inspections of primary schools in 2015/16 that converted to a full
inspection, 57% remained good or improved to outstanding. This is higher than the
47% of secondary schools that remained good or improved to outstanding when
their short inspection converted to a full section 5.

In the last release, we reported that the proportion of short inspections converting
to a full inspection was 37%. This has decreased slightly to 35% with a full year’s
inspection data. The proportion of those that converted and retained or improved
their overall effectiveness judgement has increased slightly. The picture has
stabilized during the year, and the figures for the full academic year are more in line
with what we would expect to see compared to the figures previously reported in
the December 2015 and March 2016 official statistics.

2 See previous release for more details;
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/532705/Maintained schools and academies inspectio
n_outcomes as at 31 March 2016.pdf

3 This includes schools which were judged at a short inspection to be continuing to provide a good or outstanding standard of
education, and the inspection therefore did not convert to a full inspection.

4 Where a maintained school or academy offers residential boarding, Ofsted aims to inspect both the education and boarding
provision during the same inspection. These are known as integrated inspections. In addition some inspections are aligned
inspections, where education provision and boarding provision are inspected at the same time but two separate reports are
produced.
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Revisions to previous release

Provisional data indicated that there were 1,286 inspections between 1 September
2015 and 31 March 2016, published by 30 April 2016. Revised data shows that an
additional 28 inspections took place in this period which were published after 30
April 2016. Seven of these additional inspections resulted in the school being judged
to be good; nine were requires improvement and twelve resulted in inadequate
judgements.

The addition of these inspections has decreased the proportion of outstanding
inspections by one percentage point and increased the proportion of inadequate
inspections by one percentage point for this period. Further details can be found in
the revised table 2 of the charts and tables file.

Notes

Data in this release is from inspections undertaken between 1 September 2015 and
31 August 2016, and most recent inspections of open schools as at 31 August 2016.
Outcomes are included if the inspection report was published by 30 September
2016. If an inspection report is not published by 30 September 2016 then the
previous inspection, where available, will be reported as a school’s most recent
inspection.

Inspections are conducted under sections 5 and 8 of the Education Act 2005. Under
exceptional circumstances Ofsted may withhold publication of an inspection report.

An explanation of the key uses of this data, further contextual information and the
arrangements for quality assurance is provided in the accompanying quality and
methodology report.

The quality and methodology report can be found at the following webpage:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/maintained-schools-and-academies-inspections-
and-outcomes-official-statistics under the heading ‘inspections and outcomes’. This
report also provides information about strengths and limitations of the statistics.

In 2016, the National Statistician published new guidance covering management
information and official statistics. This guidance can be accessed here:
Www.gss.civilservice.gov.uk/blog/2016/06/management-information-guidance.
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Glossary

Academies

Academies are publicly funded independent schools. Academies do not have to
follow the national curriculum and can set their own term times. They still have to
follow the same rules on admissions, special educational needs and exclusions as
other state schools.

Academies get money direct from the government, not the local authority. They are
run by an academy trust, which employs the staff. Some academies have sponsors
such as businesses, universities, other schools, faith groups or voluntary groups.
Sponsors are responsible for improving the performance of their schools.

Academies include converter and sponsor-led academies, free schools, university
technical colleges and studio schools.

Academy converters

Academy converters are schools which have opted to become an academy, most of
which were good or outstanding local authority maintained schools before they
became an academy.

Academy converters retain their latest inspection grade, even if the most recent
inspection was of the predecessor school.

Sponsor-led academies

Sponsor-led academies are academies which have sponsors such as businesses,
universities, other schools, faith groups or voluntary groups. Sponsors are
responsible for improving the performance of their schools.

Sponsor-led academies are viewed as new legal entities and do not retain their
inspection history.

Free schools

Free schools are funded by the government but are not run by the local authority.
They are set-up on a not-for-profit basis by charities, universities, and community
and faith groups, among others.

Free schools are ‘all-ability’ schools, so cannot use academic selection processes like
a grammar school. They can set their own pay and conditions for staff and change
the length of school terms and the school day. Free schools do not have to follow
the national curriculum.
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Local authority maintained schools
Local authority maintained schools are funded by the government and run by the
local authority. They must follow the national curriculum.

Section 5 inspections

School inspections conducted under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. Section 5
inspections result in an overall effectiveness judgement and a series of sub-
judgments, as well as a written report.

Short inspections

All good schools now receive short inspections, as do outstanding nurseries, pupil
referral units and special schools. Short inspections involve one day in the school
and take place approximately every three years. A short inspection determines
whether the school continues to provide the same good or outstanding standard of
education for pupils. A short inspection does not result in individual graded
judgements nor does it change the overall effectiveness grade of the school. If the
inspection is converted to a full inspection then inspectors will make the full set of
graded judgements required under section 5.

If you have any comments or feedback on this publication, please contact Louise
Butler on 03000 131 457 or Louise.Butler@ofsted.gov.uk

© Crown copyright

You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ or write to the Information Policy Team,
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