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FORM DC6
Version of 1 April 2015 
APPLICATION FOR A DIRECTION THAT A SPECIFIED SOCIAL HOUSING DWELLING IS TO CEASE TO BE SOCIAL HOUSING
HOUSING AND REGENERATION ACT 2008, SECTION 76
INTRODUCTION

It is for providers to satisfy the regulator that a direction should be given. Where the provider does not do that and/or does not give sufficient assurance to the regulator regarding any concerns which the regulator might have, the regulator will consider withholding the direction. It is also for providers to ensure that they seek legal advice where needed. More general information on all the issues relevant to this application can be found in the regulator’s guidance, Disposing of Land.

Providers should also note the importance of compliance with all conditions and certifications.

Note that this application (and any accompanying documentation provided) may be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and/or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.  

When to use form DC6
Form DC6 is to be used only to apply for a direction under s76 of the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008, for a dwelling to cease to be social housing. Please do not use form DC6 for any other purpose.
Submitting your application

The regulator welcomes and prefers scans of signed applications and of supporting documents when they originate from an e-mail address of a provider or its legal advisor. Please do not follow up a scanned application with the original through the post.
Postal applications may be sent to either: 

The Statutory Processes Team, Homes and Communities Agency, The Social Housing Regulator, Level 1A, City Tower, Piccadilly Plaza, Manchester, M1 4BT
or

The Statutory Processes Team, Homes and Communities Agency, The Social Housing Regulator, 2 Marsham Street London SW1P 4DF
By signing this form you are agreeing that the regulator can contact you electronically regarding your application.
Completing the application
· It is for providers to satisfy the regulator that a direction should be given. See Disposing of Land for more information on what will assist. In particular, note that a business case for the proposed direction must be provided setting out the reasons why it is appropriate, and any supporting documentation relating to your application must be provided. The regulator reserves the right to ask for any additional information it deems relevant to the application.

· All questions that are relevant to the application must be answered. If a required question is not answered, the application will be returned. 
· If there is not enough space on the form, please continue on an additional sheet, or expand in a covering letter, making specific reference to the question number(s) you are answering.
Part 1 – applicant details

	1.
Details of the private registered provider making the application – “the Applicant.”

	Guidance notes Q1

1A - If the Applicant is a member of a group structure, please ensure that the correct group member is named. 

1B/1C - Please give the full address of the registered office of the provider applying for the direction (include the postcode).

1D - Please provide the registration number given by the regulator (not the company or society number).

1E - Please include the applicant’s designation i.e. non-profit or profit making. The designation can be obtained from the regulator’s website.
1F – Provide as much detail as is necessary to demonstrate how the structure operates and the relationships between the individual members, or write N.A.

	1A
	Name
	

	1B
	Address
	

	1C
	Postcode
	

	1D
	Registration number
	

	1E
	Designation (please tick one)
	Non-profit
	
	Profit-making
	

	2.
Indicate the address to which the consent is to be sent, if different from that given in answer 1 above.

	Guidance notes Q2

Please complete if you would like the consent posted to another address (e.g. to a solicitor acting on behalf of the provider). Alternatively, just indicate that the address is the same as for answer 1.

	2A
	Send consent to same address as in answer 1 (please tick)
	

	2B
	Name
	

	2C
	Address
	

	2D
	Postcode
	

	3.
A contact for enquiries about this application, including their phone number and e-mail address.

	Guidance notes Q3

This would normally be the same person who signed the declaration at end of form

	3A
	Name
	

	3B
	Job title
	

	3C
	Email 
	

	3D
	Phone
	


PART 2 – OCCUPATION OF DWELLINGS

	4.
State whether the social housing dwelling is occupied or unoccupied (please tick one).

	4A
	Occupied
	
	Go to question 5

	4B
	Unoccupied
	
	Go to Part 3

	5.
Occupied dwellings – only complete if you ticked answer 4A

State what the position of the residents will be as a result of the proposed direction 
(please tick one).

	5A
	The residents will be decanted prior to the proposed direction
	
	Go to question 6

	5B
	The residents will remain in their home
	
	Go to part 3

	6.
Residents to be decanted prior to the proposed direction – only complete if you ticked answer 5A

Explain the circumstances in which the residents will be decanted, what will happen to        
those residents after they have vacated the property, including details of any rehousing, 
then go to Part 3. 

	Guidance notes Q6

You will need to demonstrate that residents are to be rehoused to their satisfaction and that any objections raised have been resolved.

	Answer:



Part 3 – Details of property you wish to declassify
	7.
Full address, post code and title number of the social housing dwelling to be subject to the direction, including former dwellings. Please include a site plan if necessary (please see guidance notes). 

	Guidance notes Q7
Site plans

For directions in respect of dwellings that cannot easily be identified by the postal address (e.g. part of the garden), please attach an A4 plan detailing the area of land in question. The site plan should clearly show the land being disposed of with boundaries edged in red.

No plan is needed for a dwelling which can be identified by its postal address.



	7A
	Address
	

	7B
	Postcode
	

	7C
	Title number
	

	7D
	Site plan attached (please tick one)
	Yes
	
	No
	

	8.
Please give details of the provider's title to the dwelling (freehold, lease etc.)

	Answer:



	9.       Local authority area in which the dwelling is located

	Answer:



Part 4 – public funding

	10.
State whether the social housing dwelling(s) was/were acquired, developed or repaired using public financial assistance (please tick one).

	Guidance notes Q7

The regulator does not normally need to know the actual amount of grant, but providers should be aware of any obligations they have regarding the recovery of financial assistance.

The HCA and GLA have different rules on grant recovery, in particular on the transfer of grant funded property between RPs. Providers will need to familiarise themselves with the relevant requirements.

	10A
	No
	
	Go to Part 5

	10B
	Yes
	
	Go to question 11

	11.
Please specify the type(s) of funding – only complete if you ticked answer 10B

	Answer:



	12.
Please specify the relevant body(ies) - only complete if you ticked answer 10B

	Answer:



	13.
Please confirm that the relevant funding body(ies) has/have agreed to the way the monies are being dealt with (please tick one) - only complete if you ticked answer 10B

	Guidance notes 13
If you tick answer 13B, you will need to show the regulator assurance about this, including evidence of the agreement from the relevant body. Provide that evidence in your supporting documents.

	13A
	Yes
	

	13B
	No
	


Part 5 – business case and future use of property

	14.
Please explain whether (and if so when and how) the dwelling ceased to be low cost rental or low cost home ownership accommodation. 

	Guidance notes Q14
Please provide as much detail as possible to outline the case.

	Answer:



	15.
Please explain why it is appropriate for the dwelling to cease to be classified as social housing and what the use will be after it is no longer classified as social housing. Attach supporting documents as necessary. These might include (but are not restricted to) the documents in 24 below.

	Guidance notes Q15
Please provide as much detail as possible, continuing on a separate sheet if necessary. The regulator will want to understand how the proposed new use of the property will benefit the provision of social housing.

Please list all documents to be provided in support of the application

	Answer:




	16.
Is the Applicant a charity (please tick one)?

	16A
	Yes
	
	Go to question 17

	16B
	No
	
	Go to Part 6

	17.
Directions in respect of properties owned by charitable providers – only complete if you ticked answer 16A

Please tick the following statement, if it applies to the proposed declassification, then go to Part 6.

	Guidance notes Q17

If you cannot confirm this statement is correct, this regulator may request additional information.

	17A
	I confirm that the provider’s board or delegated decision maker has considered and is satisfied that the proposed declassification is consistent with the Applicant’s charitable objects.
	


Go To Part 6
Part 6 – OCCUPIed Properties – only complete if the property will be OCCUPIed when the direction is given

for the avoidance of doubt, you will need to complete this section if you ticked answers 4A and 5B. otherwise, please go to part 7.

	18.
What type(s) of residents are in occupation?

	Guidance notes Q18
Examples of kinds of residents include general needs, intermediate rent, supported, licensees etc. 

If there is more than one type of resident at the property, please list all types and the number of residents/households for each type.

	Answer:



	19.
What type(s) of tenancy do the residents hold?

	Guidance notes Q19
Examples of tenancy types include assured, assured shorthold, etc. If the tenants hold assured shorthold tenancy agreements please state whether they are fixed term or periodic agreements.

Examples of kinds of residents include general needs, intermediate rent, supported, licensees etc. 

If there is more than one type of tenancy in operation, please list all types and the number of residents/households for each type.

	Answer:



	20.
Do any of the tenants hold a secure tenancy?

	20A
	Yes
	
	

	20B
	No
	
	


	21.
Residents remaining in their home
Please explain how the declassification will affect all eight of these aspects of their occupancy:

1. Whether the residents would remain in their homes

2. The effect on their security of occupation
3. The effect on the length of their occupation
4. The effect on any statutory rights or contractual rights that they currently hold (e.g. Right to Acquire, Right to Buy etc.) and, if applicable, details of what steps have been taken to secure these rights

5. The effect on any stock transfer promises, and, if applicable, details of what steps have been taken to secure these rights

6. The implications for the levels of rent, fees or charges that the residents pay

7. The basis for future rent increases

8. Whether they will have the protection of any other regulatory body, and if so and what the protection consists of.

	Answer:




	22.
Residents remaining in their home
Please describe how your organisation consulted the residents and how it took account of their responses. In particular:

1. How did the organisation conduct the consultation?

2. Did it consult parents, guardians or advocates, if that was appropriate?

3. What were the responses to consultation (including any opposition or objections)?

4. How did the organisation deal with consultation responses and take account of issues raised?

	Guidance notes Q22

Please summarise the consultation process, the nature of any responses received and the action taken as a result of those responses. We will also require copies of supporting documents, for example of the consultation letter, a collation of the responses and a narrative on the handling of any opposition or objections. These should be listed under question 24 below.

	Answer:



Part 7 – local authority consultation

	23.
What was the outcome of the consultation with the LA or strategic housing authority (see Disposing of Land)?

	Guidance notes Q23
Consultation is normally required – Disposing of Land refers

Please supply details of communication with local authority e.g. e-mail, letter or fax and set out the circumstances of any unresolved objections.

	Answer: 



Part 8 – Supporting documents and information
	24.      Please tick the supporting documentation included with the application:

	Guidance notes Q24
Tick to show the additional supporting documents provided.

Answer “N/A” for any documentation that is not required.

	24A
	Extracts from board papers confirming the proposal and the reasons for it
	

	24B
	Agreement from public funding body(ies) (e.g. HCA, GLA) that grant recovery requirements have been waived (if applicable, please see question 13 above).
	

	24C
	Outcome of consultation with the LA
	

	24D
	Copy of resident consultation and responses
	

	24E
	Site map(s) of dwelling(s)
	

	24F
	Business case if provided on a separate sheet
	

	24F
	Any other supporting documentation (please list)


	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	25.      Please add here any additional information in support of the application.

	Answer:




Part 9 – declaration and certification 
WARNING: Providers should note the importance of compliance with all requirements and certifications.  Making false statements may result in regulatory action by the regulator.

I the undersigned, confirm that:

· to the best of my knowledge and belief the information on this form is true
· I have appropriate delegated authority from the governing body of the Applicant to apply for this direction
· the Applicant will not cease to be eligible for registration as a provider of social housing as a result of being granted this direction 
· the Applicant undertakes to repay or recycle (as appropriate) any public financial assistance relating to this property in accordance with any conditions attaching to the giving of such assistance and any applicable legal requirements

	SIGNED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT

	Signature
	

	Date of signature
	

	Name of the authorised signatory (please write clearly)
	

	Position or job title of the authorised signatory
	

	Contact details if different from Q3 above (or answer N.A.)
	

	Email
	

	Phone
	



