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Table 5a. RAF Trained Regular Officer & Non Commissioned Aircrew Strength vs Liability by Branch & Rank 
As at 1 April 2016 

Air Cdre & 
Above Gp Capt Wg Cdr Sqn Ldr JO Total 

FLYING BRANCH(FJ) Liability 1 20 50  120  230  410  840 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

40 
20 

66.7% 

70
20 

42.3% 

140
20 

18.8% 

210
- 20 
- 7.8% 

360
- 60 
- 14.3% 

820 

- 20 

- 2.0% 

FLYING BRANCH(ME) Liability 1 ~ 10 70  200  600  880

BR
AN

C
H

G
 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

10 
~ 

50.0% 

20
10 

88.9% 

100
30 

37.5% 

220
20 

8.9% 

500
- 90 
- 15.6% 

850 

- 40 

- 4.3% 

FLYING BRANCH(RW ) Liability 1 10 10 40  100  400  560 

FL
YI
N Strength 

Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

20 
10 

66.7% 

20 
10 

166.7% 

60
20 

48.8% 

140
40 

34.3% 

300
- 100 
- 25.1% 

540 

- 30 

- 5.1% 

FLYING BRANCH(RPAS) Liability 1 ~ 10 70 80 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

-
~ 

-100.0% 

~ 
- 10 
- 77.8% 

10 
- 60 
- 88.1% 

10 

- 70 

- 87.5% 

ATC Liability 1 ~ ~ 20 90  250  360S
PE

C
IA
LI
ST Strength 

Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
-

0.0% 

~ 
~ 

25.0% 

30 
10 

47.6% 

90
-

0.0% 

210
- 40 
- 14.1% 

340 

- 20 

- 6.6% 

ABM Liability 1 ~ 10 50  100  200  370 

xc
lu
di
ng
 S Strength 

Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 

100.0% 

10 
~ 

50.0% 

50 
~ 

1.9% 

90
- 10 
- 9.6% 

170
- 30 
- 15.8% 

330 

- 40 

- 10.1% 

INT Liability 1 ~ 10 30 90  160  290 

G
BO

 e Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 

50.0% 

~ 
~ 

- 16.7% 

30 
~ 

3.1% 

80
- 10 
- 12.4% 

150
- 20 
- 10.4% 

260 

- 30 

- 9.2% 
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Air Cdre & 
Above Gp Capt Wg Cdr Sqn Ldr JO Total 

REGT Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 
~ 

50.0% 

10 
20 
10 

166.7% 

40 
50 
20 

40.5% 

90
80
~ 

- 4.6% 

200
 180

- 20 
- 10.3% 

340 

340 

~ 

0.3% 

FLT OPS Liability 1 - 20 60  150  230 

Strength ~ 20 60  120  210 

Surplus/Deficit ~ 10 ~ - 30 - 20 

G
BO

 e
xc
lu
di
ng
 S
PE

C
IA
LI
ST

S
 

Surplus/Deficit % - 66.7% 1.6% - 19.5% - 7.5% 

PROV Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

10 
10 
-

0.0% 

20 
20 
~ 

9.5% 

50 
50 
~ 

- 4.2% 

90
70

- 20 
- 18.0% 

160 

150 

- 20 

- 9.8% 

ENG (AS) Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

10 
20 
10 

70.0% 

30
40
10 

37.9% 

120
 110

- 20 
- 15.2% 

270
 260

- 10 
- 4.8% 

310
 250

- 60 
- 17.9% 

740 

680 

- 70 

- 9.3% 

ENG (CE) Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
10 
~ 

75.0% 

20 
20 
~ 

26.7% 

60
60
~ 

- 1.6% 

140
 150

~ 
2.1% 

180
 160

- 20 
- 13.3% 

410 

390 

- 20 

- 3.7% 

LOGISTICS Liability 1 ~ 20 60  150  200  440 

Strength ~ 20 60  160  180  430 

Surplus/Deficit ~ - ~ 10 - 10 - 10 

Surplus/Deficit % 50.0% 0.0% - 1.6% 3.9% - 6.6% - 1.6% 

PERSONNEL Liability 1 ~ 20 90  240  350  700 

Strength ~ 30  100  250  340  730 

Surplus/Deficit ~ 10 ~ 10 ~ 30 

Surplus/Deficit % 100.0% 37.5% 5.3% 5.4% - 0.3% 4.0% 
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Air Cdre & 
Above Gp Capt Wg Cdr Sqn Ldr JO Total 

MED Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 
~ 

50.0% 

20
20 
~ 

17.6% 

120 
70

- 40 
- 37.6% 

90 
100 
20 

19.8% 

10
10
-

0.0% 

230 

200 

- 20 

- 10.1% 

MED SPT(MAINSTREAM/EHO) Liability 1 ~ 10 20 40 70 

Strength ~ 10 30 30 80 

Surplus/Deficit ~ 10 10 - 10 10 

Surplus/Deficit % 200.0% 85.7% 50.0% - 22.0% 14.1% 

MED SPT(PHYSIO) Liability 1 ~ 10 20 30 

Strength ~ 10 20 30 

Surplus/Deficit ~ ~ 10 ~ 

SP
EC

IA
LI
ST

S
 

Surplus/Deficit % 100.0% - 30.0% 31.6% 13.3% 

DENTAL Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

-
~ 
~ 
-

~ 
~ 
~ 

66.7% 

10 
10 
~ 

- 28.6% 

20 
20 
~ 

- 18.2% 

20 
~ 

- 10 
- 73.3% 

50 

40 

- 20 

- 29.6% 

CHAPS Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 
-

0.0% 

~ 
~ 
~ 

100.0% 

~ 
20 
10 

220.0% 

60 
20 

- 30 
- 54.5% 

-
10 
10 
-

60 

60 

- 10 

- 11.3% 

LEGAL Liability 1 ~ ~ 10 10 10 40 

Strength ~ ~ 20 10 10 40 

Surplus/Deficit - - ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Surplus/Deficit % 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% - 23.1% 27.3% 7.1% 

MUSIC Liability 1 ~ - ~ ~ 

Strength ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Surplus/Deficit - ~ ~ -

Surplus/Deficit % 0.0% - - 50.0% 0.0% 

NURSING OFFICER Liability 1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 
~ 

300.0% 

~ 
10 
~ 

80.0% 

50
40 

- 10 
- 11.8% 

100
70

- 30 
- 30.5% 

160 

130 

- 30 

- 19.1% 
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Air Cdre & 
Above Gp Capt Wg Cdr Sqn Ldr JO Total 

OFFICER TOTAL
2 Liability 

1 

Strength

Surplus/Deficit 

Surplus/Deficit % 

70

 110

40 

63.6% 

210

 300

90 

42.2% 

920 

980 

60 

7.1% 

2 100 

2 090 

~ 

- 0.2% 

3 770 

3 180 

- 590 

- 15.6% 

7 060 

6 660 

- 400 

- 5.6% 

MACR FS Sgt Total 

Liability W SOp(A ENG) ~ ~ ~ 10 

Strength 20 20 10 50 

Surplus/Deficit 20 10 ~ 40 

Surplus/Deficit % 733.3% 280.0% 20.0% 284.6% 

Liability W SOp(CREW ) 80  140  270  500 

Strength 90  130  260  480 

Surplus/Deficit 10 - 20 - 10 - 20 

Surplus/Deficit % 9.5% - 11.1% - 3.0% - 3.2% 

Liability W SOp(EW /ACC) 50 80  110  240 

Strength 60 60 80  190 

Surplus/Deficit 10 - 20 - 40 - 40 

Surplus/Deficit % 18.4% - 20.0% - 31.5% - 17.4% 

Liability 
Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

W SOp(L) 10 
20 
~ 

45.5% 

20 
10 

- 10 
- 38.1% 

30 
20 

- 10 
- 25.9% 

60 

50 

- 10 

- 16.9% 

NCA TOTAL
3 Liability 

1

Strength

Surplus/Deficit 

Surplus/Deficit % 

150

 190

40 

29.9% 

240

 220

- 20 

- 10.2% 

410

 360

- 50 

- 11.9% 

800 

770 

- 30 

- 3.7% 

Notes: 
a.  In accordance with the Data 
Protection Act and our obligations 
in relation to the protection of 
confidentiality when handling 
personal data, actual strengths 
data have been rounded to the 
nearest 10, where "-" denotes 
zero and “~” denotes a number 
less than or equal to 5. 
b.  Due to the rounding methods 
used, totals may not always equal 
the sum of the parts. 
c.  When rounding to the nearest 
10, numbers ending in 5 have 
been rounded to the nearest 
multiple of 20 to prevent 
systematic bias. 
d.  Percentages are calculated 
from unrounded data. 

1 The 1 Apr 2016 liability quoted is a retrospectively calculated figure, generated by HQ AIR Manpower Requirements to provide as accurate an end of year manpower balance comparison
	
as practical.  This liability is not contiguous with in-year figures used in other statistics, as they are based upon forecast, rather than retrospective, liability.
	
2 Officer Total excludes personnel whose Branch is Unknown.
	
3 NCA Total excludes personnel whose specialisation is Unknown
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Table 5b. RAF Trained Regular Ground Trade Strength vs Liability by Trade & Rank
As at 1 April 2016 

WO FLT SGT C/TECH SGT CPL L/CPL AC to SAC Total 

A ENG TECH Liability1  110  220  340 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 130
20 

13.4% 

 220
-10 

-4.0% 

 340 

10 

1.8% 

A TECH AV Liability1  320  590  730 1 210 2 850 

TG
 1

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 320
~ 

-0.3% 

 580
-10 

-2.0% 

 720
-20 

-2.3% 

 900 
-320 

-26.2% 

2 500 

-350 

-12.2% 

A TECH M Liability1 -  340  640  850 1 380 3 200 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~
~ 
-

 340
~ 

-1.5% 

 620
-10 

-2.0% 

 800 
-50 

-5.7% 

1 380 
10 

0.7% 

3 140 

-60 

-1.7% 

ENG TECH W Liability1  20  40  70  240  350  500 1 220 

Strength  20  30  70  230  350  460 1 160 

Surplus/Deficit ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -40 -60 

Surplus/Deficit % -8.3% -8.3% -5.6% -1.3% -0.8% -8.2% -4.6% 

ICT Liability1  70  180  520  800  830 2 400 

TG
 4
 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 80
~ 

2.7% 

 160
-20 

-10.7% 

 440
-80 

-15.3% 

 710
-90 

-11.6% 

 720 
-100 

-12.5% 

2 100 

-290 

-12.2% 

ICT CIT Liability1  30  30  50  110 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 30
~ 

17.9% 

 30
~ 

-2.9% 

 60
10 

15.4% 

 130 

10 

10.5% 
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WO FLT SGT C/TECH SGT CPL L/CPL AC to SAC Total 

GEN ENG TECH Liability1  30  40  60 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 

 20
~ 

 30
~ 

 60 

~ 

Surplus/Deficit % -3.8% -10.5% -7.8% 

GEN TECH E Liability1  20  50  160  220  460 

TG
 5

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 20
-

0.0% 

 40
-10 

-13.7% 

 140
-20 

-12.0% 

 170
-50 

-23.3% 

 380 

-80 

-17.1% 

GEN TECH M Liability1  40  120  230  410  800 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 30
~ 

-10.5% 

 100
-30 

-21.3% 

 180
-50 

-22.5% 

 350
-70 

-16.2% 

 650 

-150 

-18.5% 

GEN TECH WS Liability1  10  10  30  60  110 

Strength  10  10  30  50  110 

Surplus/Deficit - ~ ~ -10 -10 

Surplus/Deficit % 0.0% 7.7% -5.9% -12.7% -7.0% 

TG
 6

LOG(DRIVER) Liability1

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 20
 20
~ 

-14.3% 

 30
 20
~ 

-16.7% 

 90
 80
-10 

-11.2% 

 270
 260
-10 

-3.4% 

 490
 530
40 

7.7% 

 900 

 910 

10 

1.2% 

RAFP Liability1  40  80  230  340  360 1 050 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 40
~ 

2.6% 

 80
~ 

1.2% 

 210
-20 

-9.2% 

 310
-30 

-8.6% 

 340
-20 

-5.5% 

 980 

-70 

-6.5% 

GNR Liability1  30  120  240  500  260  790 1 940 

TG
 8
 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 30
~ 

3.3% 

 100
-10 

-11.1% 

 220
-20 

-8.6% 

 460
-40 

-7.2% 

 180
-70 

-28.5% 

 650 
-140 

-18.1% 

1 650 

-280 

-14.7% 

FFTR Liability1  20  20  70  150  280  550 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 20
~ 

-15.0% 

 20
-10 

-25.0% 

 70
~ 

-2.9% 

 140
-20 

-11.2% 

 340
60 

19.6% 

 570 

30 

4.9% 
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WO FLT SGT C/TECH SGT CPL L/CPL AC to SAC Total 

ATC Liability1  40  80  200  320 

TG
 9

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 40
-

0.0% 

 60
-20 

-20.5% 

 190
-10 

-6.0% 

 300 

-30 

-8.6% 

FOM/FOA Liability1  20  50  130  250  430  880 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 20
~ 

13.6% 

 40
-10 

-13.0% 

 130
~ 

-2.2% 

 240
-10 

-5.6% 

 390
-40 

-8.4% 

 820 

-60 

-6.4% 

TG
 1
0

RAF PTI Liability1

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 20
 20
~ 

29.4% 

 50
 50
~ 

3.9% 

 150
 130
-20 

-16.6% 

 200
 170
-30 

-13.8% 

 420 

 370 

-40 

-10.8% 

INT AN(V) Liability1  10  10 -  40  50  60  170 

TG
 1
1 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 

 10
~ 

 10 
~ 

~
~ 

 30
-10 

 20
-20 

 50
-20 

 130 

-40 

Surplus/Deficit % 12.5% 16.7% - -26.2% -46.8% -26.6% -25.4% 

INT AN Liability1  30  70  170  220  280  770 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 30
~ 

-3.4% 

 60
-10 

-18.6% 

 150
-20 

-10.1% 

 180
-40 

-19.0% 

 270
~ 

-1.8% 

 690 

-80 

-10.2% 

ASMOP Liability1  20  50  130  160  210  560 

TG
 1
2 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 20
~ 

27.8% 

 50
~ 

3.9% 

 120
~ 

-3.9% 

 140
-10 

-6.5% 

 200
-10 

-4.8% 

 540 

-20 

-3.2% 

SNCO WC Liability1  10  10  20  40 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~
~ 

-62.5% 

 10
~ 

-41.7% 

 20
~ 

-9.1% 

 30 

-10 

-28.6% 

TG
 1
3 

SE FITT Liability1

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 10
 10

-
0.0% 

 20
 20
~ 

5.6% 

 60
 60
~ 

-6.3% 

 210
 210

~ 
1.0% 

 220
 230
20 

7.9% 

 510 

 530 

20 

3.1% 
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WO FLT SGT C/TECH SGT CPL L/CPL AC to SAC Total 

PHOTOGRAPHER Liability1 ~ ~  20  40  50  120 

TG
 1
4

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 

100.0% 

~
-

0.0% 

 20
~ 

-4.3% 

 30
~ 

-11.4% 

 40
-20 

-27.8% 

 100 

-20 

-16.4% 

AIR CART Liability1 ~  10  20  20  20  70 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 

~
-

 10
-

 20
-

 20
~ 

 30
~ 

 70 

~ 

Surplus/Deficit % 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.9% 4.0% 2.9% 

PH TECH Liability1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 
-

0.0% 

~ 
~
~ 

50.0% 

~
 10 
~ 

20.0% 

 10 
~ 
~ 

-16.7% 

~
~
~ 

-50.0% 

 20 

 20 

~ 

-5.6% 

BIOMED SCIENTIST Liability1 ~ ~  10  10 

Strength ~ ~  10  10 

Surplus/Deficit - ~ ~ ~ 

Surplus/Deficit % 0.0% -50.0% 37.5% 7.7% 

RADIOG Liability1 ~ ~ ~ -  10 

Strength - ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Surplus/Deficit ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

TG
 1
5 

Surplus/Deficit % -100.0% -66.7% -40.0% - -44.4% 

ODP Liability1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
~ 
-

0.0% 

~
~ 
~ 

-25.0% 

 10
~
~ 

-57.1% 

 10
 10

-
0.0% 

 10
 10

-
0.0% 

 20 

 20 

~ 

-20.0% 

EH TECH Liability1 ~  10  10  20 ~  40 

Strength ~  10  10  20  10  40 

Surplus/Deficit - - ~ -10 ~ ~ 

Surplus/Deficit % 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% -28.6% 50.0% -4.5% 

RAF MEDIC Liability1  20  40  80  150  230  530 

Strength  30  40  80  130  190  470 

Surplus/Deficit ~ ~ ~ -20 -40 -60 

Surplus/Deficit % 16.0% -2.6% -5.9% -14.9% -17.5% -12.2% 

NURSES SPINE Liability1  10  40  140  150  340 

Strength  10  30  110  140  290 

Surplus/Deficit ~ -10 -30 -20 -50 

Surplus/Deficit % 40.0% -25.0% -22.3% -9.9% -15.4% 
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WO FLT SGT C/TECH SGT CPL L/CPL AC to SAC Total 

DENT HYG Liability1 ~  10  10 

Strength - ~ ~ 

TG
 1
6

Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
-100.0% 

-10 
-88.9% 

-10 

-90.0% 

DENT TECH Liability1 ~ ~ 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 

-
~ 

-

~ 

Surplus/Deficit % -100.0% -100.0% 

DENT NURSE Liability1 ~ ~  10  30  40  90 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~ 
-

0.0% 

~
~ 

25.0% 

 10
~ 

-16.7% 

 20
-10 

-41.4% 

 30
-10 

-23.1% 

 60 

-20 

-25.3% 

TG
 1
7

PERS(SPT) Liability1

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 60
 60
10 

10.2% 

 100
 100

~ 
2.0% 

 290
 280
-10 

-2.4% 

 310
 290
-20 

-5.2% 

 300 
 270 
-40 

-12.5% 

1 060 

1 010 

-50 

-5.0% 

LOG(MOV) Liability1  40  70  160  240  440  940 

TG
 1
8

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 40
~ 

-2.6% 

 70
~ 

-1.5% 

 150
-10 

-6.9% 

 220
-10 

-5.5% 

 470
40 

8.0% 

 950 

10 

1.0% 

LOG(SUP) Liability1  40  70  210  410  750 1 480 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 40
~ 

10.8% 

 70
~ 

-1.4% 

 190
-20 

-11.7% 

 380
-30 

-7.1% 

 690 
-60 

-8.7% 

1 360 

-120 

-7.8% 

LOG(CHEF) Liability1  20  20  50  140  260  500 

TG
 1
9 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 20
-

0.0% 

 20
~ 

-13.0% 

 40
-10 

-16.7% 

 120
-10 

-8.1% 

 230
-40 

-14.0% 

 440 

-60 

-12.1% 

LOG(CAT/CAT MAN) Liability1  10  20  40  100  240  410 

Strength
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

 10
~ 

-15.4% 

 10
~ 

-18.8% 

 30
~ 

-8.6% 

 100
~ 

-2.9% 

 230
-10 

-3.3% 

 390 

-20 

-4.6% 
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WO FLT SGT C/TECH SGT CPL L/CPL AC to SAC Total 

TG
 2
1 

MUSN Liability1 

Strength 
Surplus/Deficit 
Surplus/Deficit % 

~
~
-

0.0% 

 10
 10

-
0.0% 

 20
 20

-
0.0% 

 30
 30

-
0.0% 

 50
 50
~ 

-4.2% 

 70
 50
-20 

-25.4% 

 170 

 150 

-20 

-11.5% 

TOTAL 
(b) Liability

1

Strength

Surplus/Deficit 

Surplus/Deficit % 

 720 

 750 

30 

4.4% 

1 460

1 350

-110 

-7.7% 

 820 

 810 

-10 

-1.3% 

4 820 

4 460 

-360 

-7.5% 

7 190

6 610

-580 

-8.1% 

 260 

 180 

-70 

-28.5% 

10 210 

9 330 

-890 

-8.7% 

25 490 

23 500 

-1990 

-7.8% 

1 The 1 Apr 2016 liability quoted is a retrospectively calculated figure, generated by HQ AIR Manpower Requirements to provide as accurate an end of year manpower balance comparison as practical.  This 

liability is not contiguous with in-year figures used in other statistics, as they are based upon forecast, rather than retrospective, liability.
	
2 Total strength excludes Ground Trades of unknown trade.
	

Notes:
	
a.  In accordance with the Data Protection Act and our obligations in relation to the protection of confidentiality when handling personal data, actual strengths data have been rounded to the nearest 10, where "-
" denotes zero and “~” denotes a number less than or equal to 5. 
b.  Due to the rounding methods used, totals may not always equal the sum of the parts. 
c. When rounding to the nearest 10, numbers ending in 5 have been rounded to the nearest multiple of 20 to prevent systematic bias. 
d.  Percentages are calculated from unrounded data. 
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