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Firearms 1,320       

1,223 57 21 19

Knife 8,709       

6,632 1,243 453 381

Rape 1,227       

1,180 25 10 12

Source:

Ministry of Justice, Police National Computer (PNC)

Notes: 

1. Figures are based on counting the number of occasions an offender was convicted of a knife, firearm 

or rape offence in England and Wales, meaning an offender can appear more than once in the total if the 

offender was convicted on multiple occasions.

2. Includes firearms possession offences, firearms certificate related offences and miscellaneous 

firearms offences.

3. Includes knife possession offences, offensive weapon possession offences and threatening with a 

knife or offensive weapon offences.

4. Rape convictions include attempted rape.

5. Figures are based on counting the number of occasions on which offenders have previously received 

a conviction for the same offence, recorded on the Police National Computer, including some offences 

committed outside of England and Wales.

6. All data have been taken from the MoJ extract of the Police National Computer. This includes details of 

all convictions, cautions, reprimands or warnings given for recordable offences (see 

www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2000/1139/schedule/made for definition).
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	Our Ref: FOI/97425
	May 2015


Freedom of Information Request 

You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ)
How many persons convicted of offences of rape in 2014 already had convictions for:

a)     another offence of rape,

b)     another sexual offence,

c)      another violent offence and

d)     any other offence?

Please provide the figures in the same format and on the same basis as those that were provided for the 2013 calendar year in response to a separate FoI request [Ref: FOI/90363].

2. In a previous FoI response to me [Ref: FOI/93329] you provided me with a table showing offenders sentenced for knife, firearms and rape offences by the number of previous convictions for the same offence. Could you provide me with similar data in relation to 2014?

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 
I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for and I am pleased to provide it to you in the tables below.  
Convictions for sex offences increased by 10% in the last year alone, to the highest level in a decade.
Figures recently published by the MoJ reveal that sex offenders are receiving harsher punishments than ever before for their appalling crimes.  For the first time ever the average sentence surpassed five years.  
Any previous convictions, where they are recent and relevant, are required by law to be considered as an aggravating factor which should increase the severity of the sentence – persistent offenders are three times more likely to be sent to prison. 
We have also introduced an automatic life sentence for a second very serious sexual or violent offence and ended automatic early release for all dangerous offenders, serious child sex offenders and terrorists.

With regards to knife crime, we have introduced minimum sentences for anyone who repeatedly carries a knife.  We have also introduced a new offence of threatening with a knife in the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012, which carries a minimum custodial sentence of 6 months for over 18s and 4 months Detention and Training Order for 16-17 year olds, and stopped the use of cautions by the police for cases of knife possession unless there are exceptional circumstances following the Simple Cautions Review. The Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015 places further statutory restrictions on the use of cautions for serious and repeat offenders. 

Question 1
Table 1 provides information on the number of offenders who were convicted of rape in 2014 in England and Wales, by type of previous conviction(s)
Table 1: Number of offenders1 who were convicted of rape in 2014 in England and Wales, by type of previous conviction(s) from the point of the latest conviction
	 
	 
	 

	Total1 convictions for rape
	 
	1,222

	 
	 
	 

	of which the offender2 had previous conviction(s) for:
	 

	
	a) another offence of rape
	46

	
	b) another sexual offence
	114

	
	c) another violent offence
	249

	
	d) any 'other' offence3
	633

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Source:
	 
	 

	Ministry of Justice, Police National Computer (PNC)
	 

	 
	 
	 

	1. Figure is based on counting the number of individual offenders convicted of rape in England and Wales, meaning an offender will appear only once in this total 

	2. An offender may appear more than once across the four different offence groups but an offender with more than one previous conviction of the same offence type will count only once in that offence group. e.g. an offender with a previous conviction of rape and a previous conviction of another violent offence will appear in a) and c), or an offender with a previous conviction of rape and any 'other' offence will appear in a) and d). Therefore, these totals should not be added together or used to present percentages of the number of offenders convicted of rape as the same offender can appear in more than one of the 4 categories. 

	3. All other offences apart from those offences in groups a), b), and c). 

	4. All data have been taken from the MoJ extract of the Police National Computer. This includes details of all convictions, cautions, reprimands or warnings given for recordable offences (see www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2000/1139/schedule/made for definition). It is therefore possible that some offenders presented in the table above have previously also received convictions for offences not recorded on the PNC.

	

	


Question 2

Table 2 provides information on the number of offenders sentenced for a knife, firearms or rape offence by number of previous conviction for the same offence in England and Wales, 2014.

Table 2: Number of offenders1 sentenced for a firearms2, knife3 or rape4 offence by number of previous5 convictions for the same offence in England and Wales, 2014

The figures provided have been drawn from an extract of the Police National Computer (PNC) data held by the Department. The PNC holds details of all convictions and cautions given for recordable offences and include a number of offences where it is not possible for offenders to be given a custodial sentence. 

As with any large scale recording system the administrative IT databases used to answer the questions above are subject to possible errors with data entry and processing so data provided may be subject to revision and should be used with caution. It is important to be clear that offenders may be convicted of a number of offences on different occasions whilst serving an initial prison sentence (e.g. an offender may be convicted of further previously undetected rape offences following DNA evidence, or offences committed in prison). 

You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents) and further guidance http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/freedom-of-information.htm. 
​
The published information is categorised by subject area and in alphabetical order.
EXPLANATION OF INFORMATION HELD FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE ACT

We have provided below additional information for information held for the purposes of the Freedom of Information Act. We have included some of the guidance we use when considering requests for information. I hope you find this information useful.

Is the information 'held' for the purposes of the Act? 

A person may request any information 'held' in any recorded form by a public authority (or held by another on behalf of a public authority). 

If the requester is asking for an opinion on an issue or asking for information that is not already held to be created, this is not a Freedom of Information Act request. 

Information covered by the Act 

All recorded information 'held' by a public authority is within the scope of the Freedom of Information Act. It includes files, letters, emails and photographs and extends to closed files and archived material. 

Recorded information 

The right of access applies to information recorded in any form. This includes: 

· information that is held electronically (such as on a laptop computer or an electronic records management system) 

· information that is recorded on paper (such as a letter, memorandum or papers in a file) 

· sound and video recordings (such as a CD or videotape) 

· hand-written notes or comments, including those written in note pads or on Post-it notes 

Is the information 'held' under the Freedom of Information Act? 

'Holding' information includes holding a copy of a record produced or supplied by someone else. However, if a public authority only holds information on behalf of someone else, for example a department holding trade union information on their computer system, then that public authority may not have to provide the information in response to a Freedom of Information Act request. 

In some cases, it may not be clear whether information which is physically present on your premises or systems is properly to be regarded as 'held' by your public authority, for the purposes of the Freedom of Information Act. Examples include: 

· private material brought into the office by ministers or officials 

· material belonging to other people or bodies 

· trade union material 

· constituency material 

· material relating to party political matters.





