Notes on experimental statistics at Home Office offence code level
Background
The CSV file accompanying this document contains experimental statistics at Home Office offence code level, for 2015. Home Office offence codes either represent a single offence or a closely related group of offences.  This experimental publication is intended to enable users to examine court outcomes for offences in greater detail; this is the most detailed publication of court proceedings data to date.

Data are either derived from the LIBRA case management system, which holds the magistrates’ courts records, or the Crown Court’s CREST system. The data includes offences where there has been no police involvement, such as those prosecutions instigated by government departments, private organisations and individuals.
Data quality and interpretation
These are experimental statistics – we would particularly welcome feedback from users on their value and presentation. 
The data feeding into the 2015 Criminal Justice Statistics release have been subject to rigorous quality assurance processes.  Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and complete. However, it is important to note that these data have been extracted from large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces. As a consequence, care should be taken to ensure data collection processes and their inevitable limitations, such as risks of inconsistent offence coding or erroneous data entry, are taken into account when those data are used.  The greater granularity in this publication inevitably makes any data limitations more apparent and of greater proportionate impact than when presented in grouped offence totals.
Each offence code has been assigned a full offence description (where none were already in existence) to make it easier for users to interpret what has been included. Details of what each offence is called and where it is counted in the higher-level groups presented in other outputs can be found in the accompanying classification document. However, where multiple categories of offending behaviour are captured under a single code, it is not always possible to provide a usable, fully-informative name – users should consider consulting Home Office guidance and the underlying legislation for a complete picture of what each offence code represents.
How to use

Opening this CSV directly into Excel will convert the offence codes to numbers, and automatically remove leading zeroes. In order to view the offence codes in the right format, follow these steps:

1. Open Excel;

2. Under the ‘DATA’ tab, click ‘From Text’, under ‘Get External Data’;

3. Find the file within your documents, and click open;

4. Choose data type ‘Delimited’ and start the import at row 1;

5. Choose comma delimiters;

6. Set the ‘offence_code’ column format to text;

7. Click ‘Finish’.

Other notes

· As part of additional quality assurance in 2015, a number of offence codes were reclassified between offence types to better reflect their legal basis. This applies from 2011, and may create apparent discontinuities between 2010 and 2011 (particularly for criminal damage and more detailed offence groupings). Please see the Data Revisions section of the bulletin’s accompanying technical guide for more details. Additionally, in order to reclassify caution and remand data, new data extracts were prepared, meaning there will be some small differences from previously published figures and other totals.
· We have noted that the new drug driving offence
 which commenced during 2015 was initially captured as part of a generic summary non-motoring offence code. During the year, a new appropriate offence code was included on the administrative systems. Noting the user interest in this new offence, for accuracy we have separately identified the offences captured under the generic code to allow the full usage of this offence in court to be identified. The affected codes (80313 and 19599) have been marked by a “(1)”, e.g. “19599 (1)”.
· The offence code for Bribery of foreign public officials, 09909, is known to be commonly used as a miscellaneous code by courts as well as for its intended purpose. 
· The figures presented relate to defendants for whom these offences were the principal offences for which they were dealt with. When a defendant has been found guilty of two or more offences it is the offence for which the heaviest penalty is imposed. Where the same disposal is imposed for two or more offences, the offence selected is the offence for which the statutory maximum penalty is the most severe.
· Data are given on a principal disposal basis - i.e. reporting the most severe sentence for the principal offence.
· A defendant whose case appears before both a magistrates’ court and the Crown Court may not do so within the same year, meaning for a given year convictions may exceed prosecutions or sentences may not equal convictions. Defendants who appear before both courts may be convicted at the Crown Court for a different offence to that for which they were originally proceeded against at magistrates’ court.
· Adults are those offenders aged 18 and over, whilst juveniles are aged under 18.
· Offence type refers to categorisations of offences by severity. Indictable only offences are the most serious offences and can only be dealt with by the Crown Court. Triable-either-way offences can either be tried at the Crown Court or magistrates' court. Summary non-motoring and summary motoring are the least serious offences and are dealt with by the magistrates' court. If a defendant has a summary offence in addition to an indictable only or triable-either-way offence the magistrates' court may also send the summary offence to be tried at the Crown Court along with the more serious offence.
· Data on out of court disposals, remand, offending histories, ethnicity or police force area are not included.
· Ambiguity in the status of small business owners can occasionally lead to defendants recorded as companies receiving sentences only available to people, such as community or custodial sentences.
· Due to limitations in data supply, fine data from magistrates’ courts has been omitted from our data since 2009 of values between £10,000 and £99,999.

· 'Otherwise dealt with' includes restriction orders, hospital orders, guardianship orders, police cells, and other disposals.
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Published on 19 May 2016.
Further information on data sources and definitions can be found in the guidance document produced alongside the main report - Guide to Criminal Justice Statistics at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/criminal-justice-statistics-quarterly-december-2015

For more information on Home Office offence codes, see: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime
� Driving a motor vehicle with the proportion of specified controlled drug above specified limit, under 5A(1)(a) & (2) Road Traffic Act 1988 as inserted by S.56 Crime and Courts Act 2013.





