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ability (general ability) 312-13, 314, 320,
325, 329, 416-7, 463, 466

accountability
examination standards 145-6
national assessment system 74-5

aptitude (general aptitude) 114, 315, 351-
2, 353, 356, 357, 359, 371, 416, 455, 463
aptitude-based conception 463, 466,
467
scholastic aptitude tests 311, 315

Average Marks Scaling (AMS) 162, 163-
4, 342-4, 367, 373-4

awarding 97-121
awarding bodies 17, 27-8, 34-5, 78-9
awarding process 97-109
criterion referencing 115-8
development of awarding process 110-
9

see also grading

balanced scripts 226, 229, 263-4, 271
Bloom taxonomy 182-3

catch-all definition 132-7, 147, 158, 164,
413, 422

code of practice 34-6, 72, 73, 74, 80, 97,
99-102, 106, 237, 464

cohort referencing 130-32, 157, 158, 164,
168, 350, 354

common examinee methods 331-60, 368-
72, 373-6
criticisms of 346-8
defence of 353-8
latent trait models 344-5
subject matrix methods 340-4
subject pairs analysis 337-9, 368-71
subject triples 340
see also Average Marks Scaling

common test methods 6, 301-21, 324-8,
329-30

explanation 304-10
historical perspective 315-7
strengths and weaknesses 311-4, 455

conferred power definition 144-6, 159,
164

construct comparability 159-61, 164, 325,
351-3, 359, 371, 372
and common examinee approach 351-
3, 353-4, 355, 356, 357, 359, 371
and common test approach 325

construct elicitation 176-82, 191-2
content standards 280-81
contest model 147, 150, 152, 161
CRAS scales 168, 185-8, 191, 193
criterion referencing 115, 117, 137-9, 159,
160, 164

cross-moderation 173, 212-38, 246, 459-
60
classification 219-22
evaluation studies 295-9
evolution of 215-7
GCEs 58
and paired comparison 247-8, 257-75,
282-4
rank-ordering method 277-80
study design 222-34
and Thurstone pairs methodology 257

Curriculum 2000 15-6, 61, 79-81, 109,
134, 146, 216, 219

demand 197
see also overall demand

demands of examinations 166-99, 207-9,
211
assessment problems 188-93
conceptions of 169-71
and conceptions of comparability 371-
2
definitions 196-8
and difficulty 168-9, 193-6
and grade awarding 236-7, 281
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judging 168-82, 207-9
scales of cognitive demand 182-8

diktat model 146-50, 161
distribution studies 220, 295-6, 455

equating 30-31, 267, 283, 310, 399

general aptitude see aptitude
grade descriptions (descriptors) 117,
221-2

grade inflation 218
grade-related criteria 69-70, 117
grading 25, 97-121, 406-7, 464
A levels 76, 111-13, 120-21
comparison of awarding bodies 427-32
CSEs 113-15
GCSEs 118-19
O levels 110-11

HLM software 419-20

identification method 219-20, 248, 453,
454, 455

item response models 255, 445-7
see also Rasch model

limiting marks 102-4
linking 31, 32, 146-7, 150, 160, 276, 325,
326, 329, 351

media attacks on standards 10, 72-3,
125-30

misfit 260, 262, 263-4, 270, 298, 446
MLwiN 419-20
multi-dimensionality 346-7, 354-5, 446,
450-51

see also uni-dimensionality
multilevel modelling 377-422, 427-32,
434-6, 438-40, 446-7, 456-7, 458
advantages 381-7
applications 387-91
comparability studies 413-9
compared with OLS 393-8, 414-5, 434,
438-40
complex variance models 409-13
modelling different outcomes 403-9
multiple forms modelling 398-403

separate forms modelling 392-8
software packages 419-20

multiple regression 377, 456

National Qualifications Framework 28-
9, 78

norm referencing 350
see also cohort referencing

overall demand 170, 175-6, 188, 189, 191,
197, 207, 108
and construct elicitation 179-80, 181

paired comparison 218, 224-5, 246-84,
454, 458
A level grades 187
and Arrow’s BI condition 199-200
evaluation studies 295-8
and inter-board comparability studies
256-75
rank-ordering 275-80
Rasch modelling 236
and ratification studies 220
and real scripts 230
strengths and weaknesses 247, 283-4,
295
and timed judgements 231
see also subject pairs analysis

performance comparability 159, 349-50
and common examinee methods 356,
358, 375
and demands 371-2

performance standards 280-2, 448
and demands 168

question choice 63, 170

Randomised Control Trial (RCT) 380-1
rank-ordering 275-80, 283, 284
Rasch model 236, 276, 344-5, 367, 445-6,
448, 450, 451
and construct comparability 359
and Thurstone method 255, 259, 260,
261, 273

ratification method 220, 222-34, 257, 453,
454, 455
evaluation studies 295-8
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and judges’ internal standards 257-8
script selection 225, 263
zero width problem 259

reference tests
Australian Scaling Test 343
CSE/O levels 114-15
see also common test methods

regression 180, 271, 274, 276, 279, 381-
7, 393-4, 398
average performance reference 340
and common tests 304-9, 325-7
OLS regression 381-7
compared with multilevel
modelling 393-8, 414-5, 434, 438-40

regulation 1, 27, 34-8, 95
and comparability 452, 472
national assessment system 71-4

regulators 27, 91
QCA 37-8, 74, 78, 79
roles 34-8

re-marking study (method) 220
repertory grid (technique) 176-7, 179,
192, 264

representativeness 339

scaling 33, 150, 373-4
Australian Average Marks Scaling
163-4, 342-4, 367, 373-4
Cyprus 374
Fiji 374

script selection
cross-moderation 225-7
paired comparison 262-3

sociological definition see conferred
power definition

Standards Review 38, 175
statistical comparability 158, 159, 160,
350-51
and common examinee methods
350-1, 354, 356, 357, 359, 371, 375

sub-group differences 335, 347, 349,

350-51, 352, 356-7, 445
subject pairs analysis 334-5, 337-9
A level maths, Singapore 369-70
GCEs 59
unrepresentativeness 355-6

subject triples analysis 340

Thurstone method 249-56, 257-75, 448
and Arrow BI condition 199-200
model assumptions 273-4
psychological validity 272-3
and rank ordering 275
study design 261-6

tiers of entry 22, 33, 68-9, 119, 238,
283
and common test method 310
grade equivalence 228

TIMSS 169

UCAS tariff 16, 163
Unbiased Mean Total (UBMT) method
341, 366

uni-dimensionality 179, 348, 352, 355,
450-51

see also multi-dimensionality
Uniform Mark Scale 107-9, 382, 392-3,
423

unitisation 470

value added
A-levels 134, 135, 136
Applied GCEs 149
conception of comparability 325

variable conversion 161-2

weak criterion referencing 139-44,
159, 164, 217, 219

WinBUGS 419

z score 225, 229, 428
zero width problem 259-60
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