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I like April. It’s the month when, quite apart from lengthening 
days and more benign weather, it feels as though things start to 
happen. The world moves from planning into doing: the bluebells 
in the woods around my home burst into fragrant colour; the 
swallows begin their noisy nest building and the weekends are 
filled with the hum of lawnmowers. 

Beyond these bucolic delights, the IP world gets active too. Already this 
month we’ve seen the new Collective Rights Management Directive take 
effect, improving transparency and oversight for artists. We’ve seen new 
guidance published on how to protect and enforce your IP when trading 
in South Africa. We’ve welcomed the longed for on-line version of the 
Manual of Patent Practice to make life easier for IP professionals across 
the land. There’s much more to come. Later this month we will publishing 
our plans for activity through the rest of the year. Our Corporate Plan will 
set out what we be will be doing to make life better by supporting the 
UK’s incredible talent for innovation and creativity.  
Watch out for it. One thing is certain - it promises to be a busy year.

Rosa Wilkinson 
Director of Innovation and Strategic Communications, IPO
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     Our Corporate Plan will set out what 
we will be doing to make life better by 
supporting the UK’s incredible talent for 
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Copyright
New law to give UK’s creators and rights holders a better deal

The Collective Rights Management Directive is designed 
to help make sure royalty payments are timely and 
accurate while significantly improving the transparency and 
governance of European CMOs.

By creating a level playing field for multi-territorial licensing 
of online music services the change in law complements 
the Government’s ongoing support for a Digital Single 
Market across Europe. 

Right holders in the UK make extensive use of collective 
management organisations to manage their copyright and 
collect royalties on their behalf. The new Regulations will 
improve the system in a number of ways: 

•	 Control of rights: right holders will have an explicit 
right to authorise any CMO in the EU to manage their 
rights, and to withdraw this authorisation.

•	 Decision-making: CMOs will need to give their 
members proper representation in decision-making 
processes, including on how royalties are distributed.

Baroness Neville-Rolfe, Minister for Intellectual 
Property, said:
“This is great news for UK rights holders who deserve 
to be paid accurately and promptly for their work. I am 
certain that the increased oversight and transparency 
offered to artists will improve the standards of 
collective management organisations across Europe, 
and make the entire process run more smoothly. It is 
right that artists have more choice over who manages 
their work and how they do it.” 

Annabella Coldrick, CEO of the Music Managers 
Forum, said:
“The Music Managers Forum supports the provisions 
of the CMO Directive to help drive increased 
transparency and accountability within the UK’s 
collective music management bodies - PPL and 
PRS. We hope that the implementation of these 
requirements in other European territories should lead 
to increased revenues being correctly returned to UK 
artists from overseas.”

The Regulations will also establish a framework to make it easier for CMOs to offer single licences across the EU for 
online music services. This should encourage the development of new products for consumers, and create new sources 
of revenue for creators.

British creators and other rights 

holders have this week increased 

control and oversight over ‘collective 

management organisations’ (CMOs) that 

collect royalties on their behalf.

•	 Payment: right holders will be entitled to timely, 
accurate royalty payments for the use of their works.

•	 Transparency: CMOs will need to publish more detail 
about their operations, letting right holders make an 
informed judgement on their performance.



Watch our short video explaining why advertisers should use the Infringing Website List.

The aim of the IWL is that advertisers, agencies and other 
intermediaries can decide to stop advert placement on 
these illegal websites. This in turn disrupts the advertising 
revenue these sites generate.

Enforcement
Protecting online copyright

The Police Intellectual Property Crime 

Unit (PIPCU) in partnership with the 

creative and advertising industries, 

runs the Infringing Website List (IWL). 

The site is an online portal containing an 

up-to-date list of copyright infringing 

websites.

https://www.cityoflondon.police.uk/advice-and-support/fraud-and-economic-crime/pipcu/Pages/Operation-creative.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhUTfGLVFEQ


Trade Marks
Changes to EU-wide trade marks come into effect

A range of changes came into force last month relating to the EU-wide trade mark 

and the office that maintains them. Prominent changes include two name changes:

For more information, see the website of the EUIPO

Community trade 
marks (CTMs) 
will now be known 
as European Union 
trade marks (EUTMs)

An overall 
reduction in the 
fees for EUTMs

The Office formerly known 

as OHIM (the Office for 

Harmonization in the 

Internal Market) has 

changed its name to the 

European Union Intellectual 

Property Office (EUIPO)

An end to processing 

applications for 

EU-wide trade marks 

via the UK’s IPO

Other 
Changes 
Include:

Various changes to 

the law, including 

measures to help 

tackle counterfeiting

http://euipo.europa.eu/
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/


Patents
Unified Patent Court update

The Preparatory Committee will meet on 

14 April, discussion included a proposal 

for a code of conduct for practitioners, 

the Arbitration Rules and a Framework 

agreement on written translations and 

plans for judicial recruitment.

The UK Taskforce is continuing to press ahead with 
construction at Aldgate Tower and preparations for 
legislation on Privileges and Immunities. The UK will be 
ratifying the Agreement once this work is complete and we 
are happy that preparations for the court are sufficiently 
advanced. We expect to be ready in time for the Court’s 
expected opening in early 2017.

Unitary Patent

The Select Committee met on 15 March to discuss 
administrative arrangements for the distribution of Unitary 
Patent renewal fee income to participating member 
states. The committee took note of plans for technical 
implementation which will be discussed at a workshop with 
IT experts from the member states to be held in May.

     The UK Taskforce is 
continuing to press ahead with 
construction at Aldgate Tower 
and preparations for legislation 
on Privileges and Immunities.

http://www.epo.org/about-us/organisation/select-committee/documentation.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/organisation/calendar.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/organisation/communiques.html


International
China Britain Business Council 2016 Annual Business Conference

     In the panel session, 
Baroness Neville-Rolfe 
highlighted the dynamism of the 
business environment in China.

The Minister for Intellectual Property (IP), Baroness Neville-
Rolfe, spoke on a panel discussing the potential impact for 
UK businesses under China’s 13th Five Year Plan & New 
Normal. Other topics of discussion included the Belt and 
Road, and Made in China 2025 initiatives. The Healthcare, 
Innovation and E-Commerce sectors also provided some 
key discussion areas at the conference.

In the panel session, Baroness Neville-Rolfe highlighted 
the dynamism of the business environment in China. 
She spoke highly of the ‘culture of entrepreneurship’ and 
emphasised the significant opportunities available for UK 
businesses in China and third markets.

She noted that IP protection and enforcement within the 
region was developing rapidly, though businesses are still 
advised to prepare themselves with relevant knowledge to 
navigate opportunities in the region.

Overall, the conference provided comprehensive and 
detailed discussions of the key issues facing businesses in 
a number of sectors and enabled direct engagement with 
policymakers, thought leaders and specialists.

The 4th Annual China Business Conference 

took place in London on 22 March and 

attracted an audience of over 500 

delegates from the UK and China. The 

conference examined the key business 

issues and trends affecting UK businesses 

in China in 2016.

http://www.britishchamber.cn/sites/default/files/LB_13th%20Five%20Year%20Plan%20Overview.pdf
http://www.cbbc.org/cbbc/media/cbbc_media/One-Belt-One-Road-main-body.pdf
http://www.cbbc.org/cbbc/media/cbbc_media/One-Belt-One-Road-main-body.pdf
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/cbbc-insights-manufacturing-%E2%80%9Cmade-china-2025%E2%80%9D-where-are-opportunities


2016 China IP Roadshow

British companies are increasingly engaged with China, 
however they are also aware of the challenges posed 
by the dynamic market, many companies are exploring 
exports and technology collaborations in China for the first 
time and share concerns about the risks to their IP abroad. 
We received feedback that there is a continued appetite for 
detailed, practical discussions on how to mitigate IP risk. 
We were able to engage with participating companies on 
their experiences and encountered IP challenges in China. 

The Roadshow featured events in London, Oxford, 
Manchester, Newcastle and Edinburgh which included 
a range of conferences, business dinners, company 
visits and 1-2-1 IP clinics. Partners in organising the 
roadshow included the China-Britain Business Council 
(CBBC), Anti-Copying in Design (ACID), Oxford Science 

The IPO organised a China Intellectual 

Property Roadshow in February and 

connected with over 200 companies 

across five UK cities. 

     We were able to engage with 
participating companies on their 
experiences and encountered IP 
challenges in China.

Park, the Confederation of British Industry (CBI), Scottish 
Development International (SDI) and the Scotch Whisky 
Association (SWA). 

It was an excellent warm-up for the UK Intellectual Property 
Office’s annual attaché week, where the China IP team 
was joined by counterpart attachés posted in India, Brazil, 
Southeast Asia, the US and Geneva. 



Consultations
EU consultation on publishers rights and the panorama exception

The following text is taken from the Commission’s 
website:

Have your say on the possible extension to publishers of 
the neighbouring rights currently granted, for example to 
broadcasters or producers of someone else’s copyrighted 
material. We would also welcome your views on the 
panorama exception, which concerns the use made of 
images depicting buildings, sculptures and monuments. 
The Commission wants to hear from everyone interested 
in the publishing sector and the digital economy such as 
authors, researchers, publishers, online service providers 
and others in the creative industries.

The consultation document and press release are both 
available on the Commission’s website. Deadline for 
submissions is 15 June 2016.

Proposed changes to the Patents Rules

We are currently seeking your views on various proposed 
changes to the Patents Rules.

The consultation document is available at: 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-
changes-to-the-patents-rules 

Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office

Proposed changes to the Patents Rules

Please email your comments 

to consultation@ipo.gov.uk 

by Friday 22 April 2016

Alternatively you can post your response to:

Patents Legal Section, 
Intellectual Property Office, 
Room 1R33, 
Concept House, 
Cardiff Road, 
Newport NP10 8QQ

The proposed changes are intended to simplify processes, 
increase legal certainty, and take account of modern ways 
of working. Many of the changes proposed are in response 
to suggestions made by users of the 
patent system.

The proposals include:

• A change to allow the IPO to give more information
to customers about when their patent application will
be granted, giving applicants a clearer picture of the
time left for them to do certain actions (such as file a
divisional application).

• Prohibiting the use of omnibus claims in patent
applications, except where absolutely essential. Doing
this will align UK practice with that of the European
Patent Office.

• Simplifying the period in which the reinstatement of a
patent application can be requested.

• Removing the requirement for patent holders to notify
the IPO annually of the address they wish to use to
receive renewal reminders.

We are keen to get comments on these proposals from as 
wide a cross-section as possible of our actual and potential 
customers, and any other affected parties, before we 
decide how to proceed. Please also send us any evidence 
you have on how the proposals will work in practice, to 
inform our assumptions about economic impacts. 

On 23 March 2016 the European 

Commission launched a consultation on 

neighbouring rights for publishers and 

the panorama copyright exception.

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/public-consultation-role-publishers-copyright-value-chain-and-panorama-exception
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/commission-seeks-views-neighbouring-rights-and-panorama-exception-eu-copyright
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-patents-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-patents-rules
mailto:consultation@ipo.gov.uk


Business Support Network

The Midlands Business Support Network 

shares intelligence and works to help the 

SME community within the region. 

More than 30 organisations form the group, including UK 
Trade & Industry, Business Innovation and Skills, Chambers 
of Commerce, Federation of Small Businesses and the 
European Enterprise Network.

The network meet regularly with a variety topics discussed 
including the future of the Midlands Engine, the autumn 
spending review and HS2 project. Whilst this is not an 
IP specific group the network does have a number of 
members who are real advocates of IP including Professor 
Andrew Pollard from Wolverhampton University and 
Dr Brian More from Coventry University. 

This network helps the IPO ensure that IP is an integral part 
of the thinking within the business support community in 
the region. The good news is that another network is being 
set up in the east and south east of England and will be 
based on the Midlands blueprint.

     More than 30 organisations 
form the group, including UK 
Trade & Industry, Business 
Innovation and Skills, Chambers 
of Commerce, Federation of 
Small Businesses and the 
European Enterprise Network.

For more information contact 

Dave Hopkins at: 

David.Hopkins@ipo.gov.uk

mailto:David.Hopkins@ipo.gov.uk


IP Blog

IP Events
Click here for a list of forthcoming IP events which may be 
of interest to you or your clients/members.

Follow us on Twitter

Subscribe to IP Connect here

Get our blogs  
direct to your inbox
If you are passionate about IP or simply looking 
for something interesting and fun to read, we’re 
sure you’ll enjoy our weekly blogs. Our talented 
authors include IPO staff, external writers and 
industry experts. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ipo-events-calendar/ipo-events-calendar
https://mobile.twitter.com/The_IPO
mailto:ipconnect@ipo.gov.uk
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/
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