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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

About this guidance

About this guidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

Other cateqories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This guidance tells you how to consider applications for leave in the gener
under paragraphs 41-46 of the Immigration Rules.

General visitors are those who are coming to the UK :

for tourism

for a holiday

to visit family

to take part in an archaeological excavation, or
to donate an organ or to be assess&s a or donor .

Organ donors
Applicants coming to act as an organ do
considered under the general vi§itor ru

being treated on the National He

sessed as a suitable organ donor are
hether the intended recipient is

There are no provisions within

dant of a visitor. A dependant or family member
in one of the visitor categories.

Contact —
manager ca

page tells you who to contact for help if your senior caseworker or line
answer your question.

In this section

Changes to this
gquidance

Contacts

Information owner

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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Information owner — This page tells you about this version of the guidance a 0 OWnS it.
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Changes to this guidance

About this guidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page lists the changes to the ‘General visitor’ guidance, with the mos

Date of change Details of change

17 February 2015 Change request:

e Credibility and intentions
o Page rewritten.

06 November 2014 Change request:

Change made t gh ui
change of 6 Novembgr 20

e to reflect the rules

14 July 2014

Related links
Multi-entry visas

See also

Contacts

Information owner

Links to staff intranet
removed
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General visitors

Key facts

This page lists key facts on general visitors.

Category: General visitors

Eligibility requirements

The applicant must:

e Genuinely be seeking entry as a genera itor for a
period not exceeding six months, or 1

Meet the cost of the retu
e If taking partin an a ation, provide a

details of this.

te or be assessed as a
identified recipient in the

ded recipient in the UK

a letter, dated up to three months before their
tended date of arrival in the UK from either the lead
urse or coordinator of the UK’s NHS trust’s living
onor kidney transplant team or a UK registered
medical practitioner who holds an NHS consultant
post or who appears in the Specialist Register of the
General Medical Council, confirming the above and
details of when and where the proposed transplant
will take place

Demonstrate, if required, that the identified recipient is
present in the UK legally or will be at the time of the
planned transplant.

The applicant must not:

¢ intend to live in the UK for extended periods through
frequent or successive visits

¢ intend to take employment in the UK

¢ intend to produce goods or provide services within the
UK

¢ intend to take a course of study, except as set out in
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paragraph 43a

be a child under the age of 18
intend to marry or form a civil partnership

intend to give notice of marriage or civil partnership
intend to carry out any of the activities provided for as a
business, sports or entertainer visitor

¢ intend to receive private medical treatment

e Dbe in transit to a country outside the common travel area.
Application forms Applications made outside the UK — online applications
(VAF1A for general visitors and VAF1B for ily visitors
where online applications not available)

Extension of stay in the UK — FLR(O)
Cost of application: UK Visas and Immigration fees

Entry clearance mandatory? Only for visa nationals

Is biometric information Yes for visa applicants only
required for applications made
in the UK?

Code of leave to remain Code 3
granted
Entry clearance endorsements | Visa natious

C.VISIT: 6 M

IT: 6 MONTHS: CODE 3

hergfthe visitor is coming to act as an organ donor it will

be appropriate to issue a single entry visa, unless they
provide a specific reason why a multi entry visa will be
needed.

No work allowed. No recourse to public funds.

Maximum 30 days incidental study

0 ente Six months

for? 12 months for visitors accompanying an academic visitor
Are dependants allowed? No — dependants must qualify as a visitor in their own right.
Work and stu@ypallowed? No work, maximum 30 days incidental study.
Is switching int@this category No
allowed?
Does this category lead to No
settlement (indefinite leave to
remain)?

Is knowledge of language and | No
life required?
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CID case type e Visitor (general) — EC
In country case types:

e Visitors (general) - LTR
e Visitors (Special) - LTR

Immigration Rules paragraphs | Immigration Rules — Part 2: paragraphs 40-46
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General visitors

Entry or extension requirements

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories covered

by general visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page explains the requirements a person wishing to come to the UK 3
must meet to receive either entry clearance, leave to enter at a port of ent
stay in the UK.

Visa nationals and anyone applying to come to the UK for more
entry clearance.

When you consider an application you must check:

the application is valid
the applicant's passport or travel docume
the applicant meets the substantive requir
there are no general grounds for ref

is ge
ts of t

For more information, see relate

e Specified application for
e Passports and travel d

e General grounds for reftsal.

Requirements for a

and accommodate themselves and any dependants without using public funds
cost of the return or onward journey.
coming to take part in an archaeological excavation, a letter from the director

Related links
Links to staff intranet
removed

Downloads

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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or organiser of the excavation stating the length of their visit and, if apg
arrangements made for their accommodation and maintenance.

¢ if coming to either act as an organ donor or be assessed for their suitability:
organ donor

Driate, the

identified recipient in the UK with whom they have a genetic or pre

relationship

o be a confirmed donor match to the named recipient thrg , or be
coming for further tests to establish whether they are a ongnto the mtended
recipient;

o) provide a letter, dated no more than three months

donor kldney transplant team or a

% | practitioner who holds an
NHS consultant post or who appea

gister of the General Medical

Council,

o the letter must confirm the donor is unde essments to confirm their
suitability to act as a donpr to th nt in the UK or that the applicant is a
confirmed donor match ipi e UK, and when and where the

planned transplant or me
able to demonstrate, if requi
UK legally or will be a

. The applicant (the donor) must be
e planned transplant.

The applicant must not:

e intend to live i K ten periods through frequent or successive Visits

o mtend to tak K

J ods or provide services within the UK

o of study, except as set out in paragraph 43a of the Immigration

isitors
marry or form a civil partnership
Jive notice of marriage or civil partnership

e intend
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e intend to carry out the activities provided for by the business, sports a tertainer
visitor routes

e intend to receive private medical treatment

e be in transit to a country outside the common travel area

Requirements for extension of stay
The applicant must:

¢ still meet all the requirements as stated above

e not have exceeded or would as the result of an extengion
months if attending an archaeological excavation in t

e have been last granted entry clearance, leave to ente
visitor or as a child visitor

e not be in breach of immigration law,
o for 28 days or less, which will be disre
o if the application was submitted before 9

e have enough funds and must not i ort themselves.

ths, or 12

in as a general

A general visitor granted les leave when they entered the UK can be granted
an extension of stay to brin o six months. You must make further
enquiries to find out why le [ as originally given before granting an
extension.

You must only gran ve to re r a period beyond six months if one or more of the

follow, riteria are

ac ory allowed a total stay of up to 12 months. Or

ate and compelling grounds for the visitor to be in the UK beyond
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General visitors

General visitor requirements

About this quidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqgories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This section tells you how to establish if an application from a general visito

Paragraph 41(i) of the Immigration Rules requires an applicant to be seeking

as a genuine general visitor.

In this section
Permissible study

Credibility and intentions

Undertakings and
guarantees

Frequency and duration
of visits

Multi-entry visas

Employment or study

Maintenance and
accommodation

Related Links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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General visitors

Credibility and intentions

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you how to establish the credibility or intentions of a genera

Assessing an applicant’s genuine intentions to visit
When deciding whether to grant entry clearance, leave to enter or
you must be satisfied, on the balance of probabilities, that the ap
requirements of paragraph 41 of the Immigration Rules and are idered to be a
genuine visitor. If you are not satisfied, you must refuse t

It is the applicant’s responsibility to provide evidence to sati ' y are a genuine
visitor. An absence of evidence may be a lication. You must assess all
relevant information provided by the applicant, ag, we rnal information which may
help inform your decision.

Assessing an applicant’s per
In addition to meeting the require igrat ules, the following factors will help
you assess if an applicant is a gen jsi

uding visits to the UK and other countries.

er this was significantly longer than they

. If this is the case, you should not automatically
liant, but this may be a reason to question the

e The duration of previ
originally stated on t
presume that t iSi
applicant’s

s well as their family, social and economic background.

conomic ties to their country of residence.

f time the applicant has visited the UK and their pattern of travel

eriod, and assess whether this amounts to ‘de-facto’ residence

, In your judgment, the information and the reasons for the visit provided by the
t are credible and correspond to their personal, family, social and economic

In this section
Permissible study

Undertakings and
guarantees

Frequency and duration
of visits

Multi-entry visas

Employment or study

Maintenance and

accommodation

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z

Page 12 of 51

Guidance - General visitor — version 15.0 Valid from 17 February 2015



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-rules-part-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-rules-part-2

This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

Other information that is relevant to assessing the applicant’s intentions:

e The applicant’s country of residence and/or country of nationality. This
information to identify these factors for example, Home Office count

reports, UN reports, EU reports, factual media reporting.
e Information on immigration non-compliance by individuals whege

see related link: Statistical reports.

Whilst this information cannot be used as gr
determining if the applicant is a genuine visi

Grounds for doubting the applicant’s genuine
This is not an exhaustive list but

and has several family me
¢ the political, economi

situation in the applicant’s country of residence,
including whether j

ble, a conflict zone or at risk of becoming one,

, Or has attempted to, deceive the Home Office in a
tion for entry clearance, leave to enter or leave to remain

2ated attempts to do so

formation that has been provided or the reasons stated by the applicant are
edible.
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Keeping arecord
For visa applications, it may be appropriate to issue a shorter duration of visa aRe estrict it
to single entry, but this should only be considered in exceptional circumsta 2 there
is genuinely insufficient evidence to refuse the application. In these cases, s
your manager before making your decision.

ion to

If your manager approves the decision to grant, you must record j >
either on:

grant as well as the individual’s stated intentions. You must recq

Proviso
the landing card

Page 14 of 51
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General visitors

Undertakings and guarantees

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you about undertakings and guarantees needed from gener,
their visit.

A visitor must satisfy the Home Office they:

e genuinely intend to stay temporarily in the UK for a speci
end of it, and

e do notintend to live in the UK for extensive periods
visits.

Applications for leave to en
sponsors, for example, Me ent, community leaders or other third parties.

ke into account promises of maintenance and/or
~Paragraph 35 of the Immigration Rules allows you to ask
aking in writing that they will be responsible for the applicant’s

nation on sponsors (family or relative) providing maintenance and

accommodat see related link: Maintenance undertakings.

In this section
Permissible study

Credibility and intentions

Frequency and duration
of visits

Multi-entry visas

Employment or study

Maintenance and
accommodation

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z

Undertakings
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Length of stay
You must not seek or accept a written guarantee or undertaking concerning le

It is not currently possible to enforce guarantees by third parties that a visit
their conditions of stay, or to leave the UK at the end of a specific period.

stay.
with

‘N
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™
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General visitors

Frequency and duration of visits

About this quidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page gives guidance on the frequency and duration of visits when deci
applications.

Frequency and duration of visits
Visitors cannot live in the UK on a continuous basis, even if they,
to avoid overstaying.

This could amount to genui
must consider the circumst

Assessing reside
You must consider t

nd intended length of stay stated on the visitor's visa

C he Border Force officer.

oer of visits made over the past year (rolling 12 month period), including:
gth of stay on each occasion

e elapsed since the last visit, and

this amounts to the individual spending more time in the UK than in their

In this section
Permissible study

Credibility and intentions

Undertakings and
guarantees

Multi-entry visas

Employment or study

Maintenance and
accommodation

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z7
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home country.
e The purpose of return trips to the visitor's home country and whether thi
be readmitted to the UK.
e The links they have with their home country such as:
o main residence
o employment
o family or other long term commitments
o where they are registered for tax purposes.
¢ Evidence the UK is their main place of residence such as:
o Have they registered with a general practitioner (GR)?
o Are their children in UK schools?
e Previous applications made:
o Are they using the visitor route to ay@id the
British or settled persons in the UK"
o For example, if the visitor has previous
subsequently wants to enter as a visitor.

sed only to

If a general visitor is in the UK t ical excavation you can grant an
extension of stay beyond six mont outSide the rules providing:

¢ they produce evidence
¢ the total period of their

y in the UK not exceed 12 months.
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General visitors

Multi-entry visas

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you about multi-entry visas for general visitor applications.

Multi-entry visit visas are normally valid for either:

six months
12 months
two years
five years, or
10 years.

Visas are valid for an unlimited number of journ ity period of the visa.
People holding visit visas can onl
visit, or until the visa expires if |
the entry ‘180’ days after the ‘Dur

a maximum of six months on any one
estriction is indicated on the visa by

Holders of long-term visit visas irements of the Immigration Rules each
the route to live in the UK for extended

must refuse entry to the UK.

‘valid until’ date sh
than six months.

of entry

y visas must carry the endorsement ‘MULT’
try visas must be endorsed ‘1.

In this section
Permissible study

Credibility and intentions

Undertakings and
guarantees

Frequency and duration
of visits

Employment or study

Maintenance and
accommodation

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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General visitors

Employment or study

About this guidance

visitor.
Key facts
You must be satisfied the applicant has demonstrated
Entry or extension

requirements

take employment

produce goods

provide a service while in the UK
do any of the activities provided for under the
routes, or
¢ study in the UK, except where this falls with

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

The exception to this is visitors

) ) information, see related link.
Granting or refusing

If a Border Force officer has do
Dependants

Paragraph 4 of sched
search an applican
intends _to work in th

A VisitO
as studé
will not

This page tells you how to establish the employment or studying intentions

a genera

they do ng

rmissib dy, see related link.

| excavations. For more

e intentions of an applicant, they can examine

ourse of study must do so in the correct visitor category, such
does not meet the criteria for permissible study. The course

In this section
Permissible study

Credibility and intentions

Undertakings and
guarantees

Frequency and duration
of visits

Multi entry visas

Maintenance and
accommodation

Related links
Archaeological
excavations

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z

1971 Immigration Act:
schedule 2

Page 20 of 51 Guidance - General visitor — version 15.0

Valid from 17 February 2015



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-rules-part-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-rules-part-2
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/schedule/2

This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

A search may reveal items that show a person intends to study while in the U r example,

an enrolment letter.
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General visitors

Permissible study

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you how to consider if proposed study is allowed under the
general visitor.

The key thing to consider is whether the study is incidental to the
that tourism or visiting family.

30 days study
The Immigration Rules limit general visitors to a maximum
either be in one period or multiple periods totalling no more
on 30 separate days.

udy. This can
r example, study

Recreational courses
Where the applicant is taking a recreational cours
can attend any type of institutionglhis d inclu
of recreational courses are:

ourse purely for leisure purposes), they
glish language courses. Examples

e arts and craft courses,
woodworking
e cultural courses, such

Other
Any ot

of valid accreditation from:
ation UK

In this section

Credibility and intentions

Undertakings and
guarantees

Frequency and duration
of visits

Multi entry visas

Maintenance and
accommodation

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z7

Accreditation UK

BAC
ASIC
ABLS

QAA

Ofsted
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o the Accreditation Body for Language Services (ABLS)

o the British Accreditation Council (BAC), or

o the Accreditation Service for International Colleges (ASIC)
¢ the holder of a valid and satisfactory full institutional inspection, revie one of | Education Scotland

the following bodies:

o Bridge Schools Inspectorate

IS

Estyn (Wales)

the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Educatio
the Schools Inspection Service (SIS)
o the Education and Training Inspectasate Nogthern Ire
e an overseas Higher Education Institut*

o Estyn

o Education Scotland ETINI

o the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI)

o Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) UK NARIC
©)

@)

Bridge Schools
Inspectorate

o offering only part of their programmes i UK SIS
o holding its own national accreditation, an
o offering programmes that,are an to a UK degree. 1971 Immigration Act:
schedule 2
Where a visitor holds a long term nger than one year) as a general
visitor, they can enter solely to take a of study for not more than 30 days. Levels of Qualification
However, general visits must [ the primary reason for holding the general visit
visa. If the person no longer j the UK for general visits, they must switch to

the student visitor category.

e of study overseas, or a distance learning course
is, they can do so on the same basis as outlined in
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

e paragraph 43 with reference to 41(v) for leave to enter applications, or
e paragraph 46 with reference to 44(i) and 41(v) for leave to remain applic

‘N
\
™
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Maintenance and accommodation

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you how to consider the maintenance and accommodation f;

In considering this you must look at:

¢ the level of funds available to them and anyone with t

their expenses for the duration of the visit
e what their plans are in the UK and th ati
e what arrangements have already been m

nsor (family or friend)
rovide accommodation or financial
support during their visit, you mu [

e Legally present in the UK,
themselves).

e Able and intending to
particular you must,co

e time of their visit (if they are a visitor

or the duration of the visitor’s stay. In

ation and how often they communicate, and
ious history of sponsoring visitors. Previous failure to support
estion their intention and ability to do so for this application.

8 providing accommodation to the visitor you must consider if there is enough
ately house the visitor(s) and any existing residents. If this is not the case, the
fall for refusal.

room to ade
application

In this section
Permissible study

Credibility and intentions

Undertakings and
guarantees

Frequency and duration
of visits

Multi entry visas

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z

1971 Immigration Act:
schedule 2
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

Financial support
If the sponsor is providing financial support for the visitor, the sponsor must sf
enough funds available to adequately support themselves and anyone normallydeépendent on
them, as well as the visitor. In assessing this you must take into account thg
outgoings and make sure there are enough surplus funds.
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General visitors

Other categories covered by general visitors

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqgories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This section tells you about other categories covered by general visitors.

‘N
\
™
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In this section

Archaeological
excavations

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Child minder for relatives

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Related Links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Archaeological excavations

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you about general visitors who come to the UK to take part i
excavations.

Applicants seeking entry as visitors may take part in archaeologic

e are working as volunteers, and
e receive no payment apart from subsistence and trav

Applicants must produce a letter from the director or organis
length of their visit. They must also state, ap late,
made for their accommodation and maintenanc

f the tion stating the
t arrangements have been

The maximum length of stay permitted under the Immigration Rules is six months.

Visa nationals require entry clea . anc
Police registration
A visitor must register with th

and are either a:

e national or citize

For ma
Police
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issued it must be endorsed ‘VISIT'.

In this section

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Child minder for relatives

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Arrivals at UK ports with an appeal outstanding

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you when to grant or refuse entry at a UK port to a person s
an outstanding appeal.

You must not grant leave to enter at a UK port for the sole purpos
the person is appealing:

e against refusal of entry clearance, or
e from abroad against a previous refusal of leave to ent

A person arriving at a UK port, who is seeki‘leav
appeal must satisfy you they:

ents for visitors
peal
sitor.

e meet all the requirements o as

A person arriving at a UK port
visitor.

You must consider the fgllo
visitor:

For more inf@fmation, see related links:

In this section

Archaeological
excavations

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Child minder for relatives

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Related links

Credibility and intentions

Undertakings and
guarantees

Frequency and duration
of visits

See also

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

¢ Credibility or intentions
e Undertaking or guarantee
e Frequency and duration of visits.

If the person has previously been refused leave to enter and was removed ffon
must notify the outcome of the application to either the:

e port that refused leave to enter, or
e appropriate appeals section.

against the
the purpose of their visit. For

A person arriving at a UK port with an outstanding appeal mu
Immigration Rules, and the requirements of e ru elatin
example a:

e student
e worker, or
e Vvisitor.

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Visiting family in the UK: family visitors

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you about applicants who wish to visit family in the UK.

The Immigration Rules do not include specific reference to visitors comrng tG
family members. A person applying to come to the UK in order to wi S as a:

e general visitor, if they are aged 18 or over, or
¢ child visitor, if they are aged under 18.

For more information on child visitors, see related link.

grandfather, grandmother, g
spouse or civil partner’s father
son or daughter’s spouse
stepfather, stepmother
partner, where the co
partnership for at

hter, stepbrother, or stepsister
elationship similar toa marriage or civil

It a fresh application, and the entry clearance officer (ECO) must treat the
n on its merits. The ECO can cross-reference information held on previous
d note them but must fully assess the new application against the Immigration

In this section

Archaeological
excavations

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

Child minder for relatives

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Family visitors

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z7

The Immigration Appeals
(Family Visitor)
Requlations 2012

Page 31 of 51

Guidance - General visitor — version 15.0 Valid from 17 February 2015



http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/visiting/family
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-rules-part-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-rules-part-2
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/part2/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/1532/contents/made
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

Rules.

A family member who wants to enter the UK for longer than six months (the
granted to visitors) on the basis of their family life must apply for entry clear
relevant family route, rather than as a visitor.

Refusal of in-country extension applications
In the UK (in-country) refusals follow normal appeal rules so, as lg
made while their existing leave was valid, it will attract a right of

X
\
™
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Child minder for relatives

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you about general visitors visiting the UK to act as a child

The Home Office does not consider a visitor coming to the UK to assist relat
care as being employed, if all the following are true:

neither parent is in a category leading to settlement
neither parent is able to supervise the daytime care

the situation or position is temporary
fir example:

they are a close relative of the parent,
o they are a distant relative that has form art

o a parent, sibling or in-law
unit, or

study
o they will not receive any pay
money
e they intend to remainint

If you suspect that a child
must refuse the application

In this section

Archaeological
excavations

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

Downloads

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Visitors seeking visas for other countries

About this gquidance

other countries.
Key facts
You must treat people who are seeking leave to obtain visas for tr

Entry or extension visitors and apply all the provisions of the rules.

requirements

You must be satisfied that the applicant is genuinely seeki
that the length of the visit will not exceed six months. A ret
evidence of their intention to leave the UK.

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqgories
covered by general
visitors

A person seeking a visa for settlement in a third goun

ecid
an

¢ their application for that country will b
o they will be able to return without di

Granting or refusing period they are entitled to b

Dependants

This page tells you about general visitors seeking entry to the UK to obtain

a short and clearly defined period
country without exceeding the

In this section

Archaeological
excavations

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

ere
ne j

n given, and
t sufficient

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Child minder for relatives

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Organ donors

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you how to assess an application from organ donors.

The Immigration Rules for general visitors allow individuals who want to co
as an organ donor, or be assessed as a suitable organ donor. as e
or existing emotional relationship with the recipient .
Organ donors can enter as general visitors if the recipient uahthe eceiv
the National Health Service (NHS) or privately.

treatment by

In addition to the general visitor requireme rg
criteria.

t meet the following additional

They must:

e genuinely intend to donate ess s a suitable organ donor to an

ic or pre-existing emotional relationship

nt through initial medical tests or be

coming for further tests her they are a suitable donor to the intended
recipient

e provide a letter, to co
transplant or me

date of arrival

and set out the timing and location of the planned
ed within three months before the visitor’s intended

anted leave under the rules there must be a clear link between the applicant

who is intendifg to act as a donor and the intended recipient. This will usually be in the form of

In this section
Archaeological
excavations

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Child minder for relatives

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Visitors accompanying
academic visitors

Visitors accompanying
private medical
treatment

Related Links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z7
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

List of registered medical
practitioners

a familial connection, but can extend to close friends.

applicant. Where the family members have not had an emotional relationshi C United Kingdom
recipient needing a transplant, care must be taken to consider whether the or) is | Guidelines for living
genuinely coming to act as a donor. donor kidney
transplantation

Emotionally related donors can include potential donors who havefha ati the
recipient, for example they are their spouse, partner or a close f daes not extend to | Types of living organ
where the donor has not met the recipient before and they p donation

third party, such as a social media campaign.

Contacts for donor
Where the applicant (the donor) is not a me i ust be able to provide transplant units
documents that show the relationship is ge of previous correspondence.
Where they are unable to prove the relationshi le to provide a small
number of documents in support (including wher dship is relatively recent),
you must refer the case to referred case for consideration outside of the
Immigration Rules.

It is an offence for an individual to g|
you must make sure the applic
there is reason to believe an
refer the case to RALON.

|vmg payment in order to donate an organ. Where
ing a reward for acting as a donor you must

Legally present
Where the intende ipient i ated by the National Health Service (NHS) they will

correct legd atus to be in the UK. They must not hold visitor status other than as a visitor for
private medj€al treatment, as all other types of visitors are prohibited from receiving private
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

Maintenance and accommodation
Visitors coming to act as organ donors must meet the maintenance and accomai
requirements in the same way as other general visitors. However due to the
visit, care must be taken when considering who is providing this support fo
likely expenses in the UK.

dl their

NHS donors can also be reimbursed for expenses incurred
being a donor. These can include travel costs and | gs. Payments in this respect
are paid as reimbursements after the operation. T
to demonstrate they have sufficient funds to co

ny c interim.
Accompanying family member
Given the nature of the visit we he applicant to be accompanied by
family members, especially where of 18. The exception to this will be
where there is no suitable alternative eir country of residence.

Where children are applying to he applicant, you must make sure there are

Where entire family [ he UK (spouses and children) you must carefully
consider the impa ithood to return at the end of their visit.

ed under the general visitor rules in the first instance. Where
requirements the application can be approved by the entry

Where an applicant fails to provide the medical evidence as required in the rules, the
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

application must be refused.

Referral to RCU
Where an applicant provides the relevant medical evidence but there are dq as their

Where a visitor enters as an NHS donor and is assessed to
chooses not to donate, either because they are inco
prefer a better match, they may choose to ptwsSue
them to be matched with another donor and reci
Living Donor Sharing Schemes. The donor orga
involved it is a paired donation, and wher

led donation. This allows
ituation in the National
ed. When two pairs are
e than two, it is a pooled donation.

Where an individual applies for en IS, their application must be referred
to RCU for consideration outside the pplying on this basis must provide the
relevant medical letter, detailin ments involved and specifying whether this is a
pooled or paired donation. T i t be assessed against the general visitor
requirements and the additi
requirement to have geaeti
although they should
organ transplant).

ng emotional relationship with the direct recipient,
n with someone in the group who is receiving an
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Visitors accompanying academic visitors

About this guidance

months.
Key facts
The Immigration Rules allow partners and children to accompa
For the purpose of this provision the following types of relations
partners:

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

the applicant's spouse
the applicant's civil partner ‘
the applicant's fiancé(e) or proposed civil
a person who has been living together with
marriage or civil partnership for at le

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Where any other relatives apply t
maximum of six months. In these ca
to remain beyond the six mont

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This section tells you who can accompany an academic visitor for an exten

d period G

taken to ensure that they do not intend
ger term visas are applied for.

In this section
Archaeological
excavations

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Child minder for relatives

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Visitors accompanying
private medical
treatment

Organ donors

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links
Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Visitors accompanying private medical treatment

About this guidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you who can accompany a private medical treatment visitor

There is no specific provision in the Immigration Rules for an indivi
accompany a private medical treatment visitor. If a friend or famij
a private medical treatment visitor they will need to qualify in the

isa to
ravel with

ily member applies

to accompany them as a general visitor, th ill b gainst the full requirements

of this route.

Where there is a compelling need for acco
visitor for the remaining period eirt

months the friend of family has b
Immigration Rules on an individual
to ordinarily spend 11 months wi

(for example, beyond the six
can be given to them outside the

In this section

Archaeological
excavations

Arrivals at UK ports with
an appeal outstanding

Visiting family in the UK
— family visitors

Child minder for relatives

Visitors seeking visas for
other countries

Visitors accompanying
academic visitors

Organ donors

External links

Immigration Rules — Part

2: paragraphs 40-56Z
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Granting or refusing

About this guidance This section tells you when to grant or refuse an application for visitors to t In this section

Grant or refuse entry
clearance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor

requirements

Other cateqgories I

covered by general \

Grant or refuse entry at
UK port

Grant or refuse
extension of stay in the
UK

visitors Related links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z

Granting or refusing Links to staff intranet
removed
Dependants
0 External links
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

General visitors

Grant or refuse entry clearance

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqgories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you when to grant or refuse an application made overseas tf 2 UK
as a visitor.

Grant entry clearance
You must grant entry clearance if the applicant:

e meets all the requirements of paragraph 40 — 56Z of lon R

¢ none of the general grounds for refusal in paragraph

s, and

Length of leave
e Up to six months — general visitor
e Up to 12 months — visitors accompanying

The endorsement is one of the f

Visa nationals

e C:VISIT: 6 MONTHS:

e C: FAMILY VISIT: 6 MONTHS: CORE

Non-visa nationals

:CODE
NTHS: CODE 3.

pe marked valid more than three months from the date of decision and
e applicant intends to travel to the UK.

The end
must be V

The GCID case type will be:

In this section

Grant or refuse entry at
UK port

Grant or refuse
extension of stay in the
UK

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z

Immigration Rules - Part
9: paragraphs 320-324
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Rules

e Visitor — LTE.

Refusing entry clearance
You must refuse the application if:

¢ the applicant has not provided the required evidence they meet all the
the relevant paragraph, or
¢ any of the general grounds for refusal in paragraphs 320 to

For guidance on the relevant paragraphs of the rules to ref [ isitors, see
related link: Refusal wording - entry clearance — paragrap

\ 4
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General visitors

Grant or refuse entry at UK port

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you when to grant or refuse entry at a UK port to a person s er the

UK as a visitor.

Granting leave to enter
Before you grant leave to enter, you must be satisfied that:

¢ the applicant has valid entry clearance

e there are no reasons to believe the applicant gave fal
clearance nor that circumstances have changed since

¢ none of the general grounds for refus
Rules apply.

tain the entry

A visitor must register with the police if the

e coming to the UK for longe
e are aged 16 or over, and
o are either a national or Citi
Immigration Rules

o a stateless person,

o aperson holding,a

For more informati
Police registration.

Non v
If you a ersomeets all the requirements you must grant leave to enter for up
to six ma ent prohibited using code 5N. You must only use code 3 if you

d the person meets all the requirements, you must:

In this section

Grant or refuse entry
clearance

Grant or refuse
extension of stay in the
UK

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z

Immigration Rules - Part
9: paragraphs 320-324
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¢ endorse the entry clearance with an open date stamp, and
e record on the landing card the statistical code below.

Statistical codes
V —is for those persons who have been given leave to enter for six months

Refusal of entry
You must refuse entry as a visitor if:

e avisa national does not have an entry clearance
¢ the applicant has not provided the required evidence t

of the relevant paragraph of the Immig’ion
¢ any of the general grounds for refusal i parag 21 apply.

he requirements

You must read the guidance on general grounds
the related link: General groundsgor ref

On entry refusal codes

A2 - Not satisfied genui
A4 - Unsatisfactory or ements for proposed study
E4 - Lack of required
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Official sensitive — not for disclosure — end gfSectiok
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General visitors

Grant or refuse extension of stay in UK

About this gquidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other categories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you when to grant or refuse an extension of stay to a perso
extension of stay as a general visitor.

Grant extension
You must grant leave to remain to complete a total of six months
employment if all the following requirements are met:

e The person meets all the requirements of the relevan
Rules.

e You are satisfied that none of the gen‘
applies, see related link: Immigration Rule

e The reasons why less than six months wa

A visitor for an archaeological e
their stay in the UK up to a maxi
the rules.

n extension to take the period of

This4Y§’granted as a concession outside

There is no provision in the |
be granted an extension be

If there is a medical n
the Immigration R

xtend their leave they must be considered outside
from the lead nurse or coordinator of the UK's NHS

If you are
must refer tC

Sidering refusing an extension of stay on grounds not specific to visitors, you
e following guidance using the related links:

In this section

Grant or refuse entry
clearance

Grant or refuse entry at
UK port

Related links

Links to staff intranet
removed

External links

Immigration Rules — Part
2: paragraphs 40-56Z

Immigration Rules - Part
9: paragraphs 320-324
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e General grounds for refusal
e Immigration Rules - paragraph 320-324.

You must refuse an extension of stay as a visitor if the applicant does not
requirements of the relevant paragraphs of the Immigration Rules.
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General visitors

Dependants

About this guidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

the UK must themselves meet the requirements of the general
their application is successful, they will be granted leave that e
person with leave as a visitor.

External links

Immigration Rules —

Part 2: paragraphs 40-

562
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General visitors

Contacts

About this quidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

category.

If you have read paragraphs 40-56Z (visitors) of the Immigration
guidance and still need more help, you must first ask your seniq
manager.

If the question cannot be answered at that level, you may

e Study and visit operational policy tea ee
e Border Force officers can email BF Operations
Email: BF OAS Enquiries.

Changes to this guidance can
(GRaFT). If you think the policy
visit operational policy team, who

GRaFT will accept direct fee
and navigability of this gui
and forms team.

nce rules and forms team
ou must contact the study and
pdate the guidance, if appropriate.

links, missing information or the format, style
these using the link: Email: Guidance rules

Related links

Changes to this
guidance

Information owner

External links

Immigration Rules —
Part 2: paragraphs 40-
56Z

Links to staff intranet
removed
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General visitors

Information owner

About this guidance

Key facts

Entry or extension
requirements

General visitor
requirements

Other cateqories
covered by general
visitors

Granting or refusing

Dependants

This page tells you about this version of the ‘General visitors’ guidance ang

Version 15.0

Valid from date 17 February 2015

Policy owner Study and visit operational polig
Cleared by director Naomi Hatton

Director’s role Director, operational poli
Clearance date 26 September 2013
This version approved for | John Thompson
publication by
Approver’s role
Approval date

Head of migration po
16 February 2

ce rules and forms team
ou must contact the study and
ill ask GRaFT to update the guidance, if

Changes to this guidance can
(GRaFT). If you think the policy
visit operational policy team (see re
appropriate.

GRaFT will accept feedba
navigability of this guidanc
forms team.
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External links
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