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• My experience of 
accessing Taking Part

• Key findings from my 
work

• How things could be 
made easier

What am I talking about?
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How I access the data



Taking Part user event
DCMS, 20/10/2016

m.r.taylor@sheffield.ac.uk
@markrt

Some data analysis
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Some data analysis reception

Publically funded arts and 
culture is for everyone, not for 
the few. However, the Warwick 

Commission highlighted 
that nearly half of live music 

audiences and a third of 
theatregoers and gallery visitors 
are composed of the wealthiest, 

best-educated and least 
ethnically diverse 8% of society.  

Achieving great 
art and culture 

for everyone; 
much done, 

many challenges 
remain (ACE, 

2016)
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Some more data analysis reception

Next, we need to make sure that 
the thousands of fantastic arts and 

cultural organisations we are so 
fortunate to have in this country are 

truly open to all our young people, 
in all regions, from all backgrounds. 
Because for too long, opportunities 
have been available to some and not 
all, as the Warwick Commission has 

shown.

Speech to Creative Industries Federation, 
Battersea Arts Centre, 23 February 2016
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Making things easier
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“the 8%”
• bit.ly/2ef6Bnb (free but limited)
• bit.ly/2ef4nUy (£)

review of the 2016 refresh
• bit.ly/2doPO1S (free but limited)
• bit.ly/2dBdspS (£)

Links
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I (and a lot of the academic community) 
access Taking Part via the UKDS: priorities

• making things appear online ASAP
• making sure variable names are 

consistent for combining datasets (eg 
apfre17 in 2005/06 = apfreq20 in 2011/12)

Please stop breaking links when you 
redesign your websites

• what’s done is done, but for the future...

Making things easier: summary
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Some examples of my published research
• “Nonparticipation or different styles of 

participation? Alternative interpretations 
from Taking Part: bit.ly/2ef4nUy

• Thoughts on the 2016 refresh: bit.ly/2dBdspS
• My PhD thesis: bit.ly/2e1ajkS

I don’t only use Taking Part for papers
• lots of examples of exploratory material 

that I publish direct to Twitter @markrt

Screenshots: summary


