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A childminder records children’s learning with cheap, easily made storyboards. These create lasting memory books which are used to record children’s interests and achievements and are greatly enjoyed by children and their parents and carers. 

[image: image3]
‘The books and storyboards that I make with the children are simple yet meaningful way of promoting their learning and preserving the highlights of their early years to share with parents and carers. I make books and storyboards about almost anything the children show an interest in. This makes them feel special and shows that I really value their experiences. I keep up to date with what is going on in each child’s life. The storyboards and children’s books are a natural evolution of this process.’
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Where it all started: the ingredients of success
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Three years ago the children were invited to help bake a cake. The childminder explains: ‘As they each joined in by stirring, beating, sieving and whisking, we talked about what we were doing and I took photographs and pasted them on to card for the children to see and to share with their families. Before long, they were busy telling me how to make a cake and passing the story on to those at home.’
‘Anyone can produce a basic storyboard’, says the childminder. ‘All you need is a camera for taking photographs, some card and glue, and children of course! It does not need to be an expensive exercise. Once you have made the first one and received the delighted response of a child as you recount the tale together, it becomes easier. As time goes on you find ways of extending them and creating new formats. I started with simple concertina-shape boards and have gone on to produce real-life story books about children’s activities, in a size and style they can easily handle and enjoy.’ 
The books give parents and carers a record of their child’s achievements and help them to recognise progress. One parent commented: ‘These books are brilliant! They are totally interesting; my child displayed an understanding of some pretty complex language about past, present and future when we looked at the book together. He used new words when he said the icing felt sticky, and his proudest moment was when family and friends shared the cake and he remarked that he’d made it all by himself.’ Another parent commented: ‘We have the books to remind us of the happy times our child has had’.

What started simply as photographs pasted to card to record children’s achievements soon developed into an attractive yet uncomplicated storybook format as the childminder found that the children wanted to retell their own stories over and over again. The childminder now uses the photographs immediately to capitalise on their interests and to extend their learning. 

Promoting all areas of learning
The storybooks build children’s sense of self-worth by valuing the interests and experiences they have at home, and with the childminder. They are a personal way of saying ‘you are special’ and children return to them constantly to recall and discuss past experiences. This builds their vocabulary and strengthens their sense of past, present and future. For example, the childminder capitalised on a conversation between two children about a favourite home video involving Dorothy and the Tin Man. The childminder showed the children the film The Wizard of Oz which triggered some cooperative and creative singing and acting afterwards. 
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Pictures from the film were used to make storyboards with the children. As they worked, children retold the story, using a range of new vocabulary while the childminder’s careful questioning encouraged their use of language for thinking and communicating. As children excitedly spoke about the storm and described the ‘twister’ they had seen, the childminder introduced the use of related words, such as ‘weather’ and ‘tornado’. Similarly, Tin Man’s need to be oiled promoted lengthy discussion about the effects of water on metal and how to prevent rust.
The children were soon able to put the pictures into the correct sequence and discuss the order of events using sequential language such as ‘first tin man did…then Dorothy…next Toto…’ 

Involving parents and encouraging their contributions  

An array of storyboards and homemade books supplement the children’s developmental logs and artwork. Parents and carers regularly take the storyboards and books away to read and discuss with their children. As a result, they know exactly what stage their children are at.

The childminder explains: ‘The parents value any feedback I give them on their children’s day. The storyboards and books are a practical way of filling in the gaps and enabling them to see things they may have missed, such as a child’s first steps, or how they interact with other children. They also give reassurance that a child has been well and happy in their absence. The storyboards give parents the opportunity to ask questions about their children and this in turn helps them to contribute to the observation, assessment and planning cycle in a manner which is unobtrusive and undemanding’. 

Remember…
If you intend to take photographs and save them on to your computer or a disc, make sure you have written permission from the parents and carers and that you comply with data protection requirements. ‘Filling out the form is easy but if necessary, seek advice from your local childminder support group or early years liaison officer’, says the childminder.
Future plans…

The childminder has already produced a range of ‘little books’ for children based on real life events, covering topics such as friendships, disability, pets and bereavement. These promote the children’s personal and social development well and help children prepare for unfamiliar situations. The childminder is constantly exploring new ideas to extend the book collection, to better reflect the children’s home life and to introduce them to different cultures.   

Telling tales: using storyboards and homemade books to promote learning in the early years
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Overview – the childminder’s message





 





The good practice in detail





 





Are you thinking of putting these ideas into practice; or already doing something similar that could help other providers; or just interested? We'd welcome your views and ideas. Get in touch � HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ofstedgoodpractice" �here�.


To view other good practice examples, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice" �www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice�
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