Army Secretariat

Army Headquarters

IDL 24 Blenheim Building
Marlborough Lines

Ministry Andover
Hampshire, SP11 8HJ
of Defence United Kingdom
Ref: 24-09-2015 -08297-001 E-mail: ArmySec-group@mod.uk

Website:  www.army.mod.uk

XXXXXXXX

E-mail address: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 30 September 2015

Dear XXXXXX,

Thank you for your email dated 24 September 2014, where you requested the following
information:

‘1) How were the names for the SCOUT SV family Ajax (Ares, Atlas, Argus, Apollo) derived
and

2) Is there an Army committee or senior officer in charge of naming UORs and future British
army vehicles?’

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act gives an applicant the right to access recorded
information held by public authorities at the time of the request made and does not require public
authorities to answer questions, provide explanations or give opinions, unless recorded information
is held.

Following a search for recorded information, | have established that some information is held,
which | believe is relevant to your questions. In order to be helpful, in accordance with Section 16
of the Act, | can tell you that each of the individual variants is named after a Greek god or hero,
whose character reflects the role of the vehicle:

Variant Name Meaning
Recce/Strike AJAX Greek hero notable for strength and courage
APC ARES Greek God of war
Command and ATHENA Greek Goddess of intelligence, battle strategy and
Control wisdom
ES Recovery ATLAS God who carried the world
ES Repair APOLLO God of healing
Engineer Recce ARGUS All seeing giant

In response to your second question | can tell you that there is no specific process for the naming
of Army vehicles.

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright. You are free to use it for
your own purposes, including for private study and non-commercial research, and for any other
purpose authorised by an exception in current copyright law. Documents (except photographs) can
be also used in the UK without requiring permission for the purposes of news reporting. Any other
reuse, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright holder.



Most documents supplied by the Ministry of Defence will have been produced within government
and will be Crown Copyright. For information about re-using Crown Copyright see the Office of
Public Sector Information website at www.opsi.gov.uk. The copyright in some documents may rest
with a third party. For information about obtaining permission from a third party see the Intellectual
Property Office’s website at www.ipo.gov.uk.

If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling
of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not
possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by
contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, 1% Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SWI1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must
be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has
come to an end.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, https://ico.org.uk.

Yours sincerely,

XXXXXXX
Army Secretariat
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