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STATEMENT

At 2 meeting between Prime Mintster Steingrirour Hermannsson and
Minister for Foreign Affairs Jén Baldvin Hannibalsson of leeland and
Prime Minister Edgar Savisaar and Minister for Foreign Affairs
Lennart Mer! of Estonia views were exchanged and information given
on the status of the Baltic States' independence efforts.

The parties agreed that the matter must be seen as an International
nroblem with its origins in the Second World War, and therefore
appropriate to seek its solution in the international fora.

Despite great changes in the European political scene in recant years
the matter of the Balfic States remains unsolved. Despite efforts
made by the Baltic States over the past year negotiations with the
Soviet Union have not matertalized. Therefore it is imperative to seek
new ways in the effort to reach a realistic solution to the problems.
The partics discussed the steps that would be involved in the
independence process and agreed that international agreements and
guaranties would be required,

On Teeland's part full support for the independence struggle of the
Baltic States was reiterated. Iceland will continue to pursue efforts in
international fora to gain support for full independence of the Baltic
States. '

lceland furthermore agrees {0 act as a mediator in negotiations
hetween the Soviet Union and the Baltic States. Estonia will consult
[ atvia and Lithuania on that question, It was agreed that the first step
in such a mediation effort should be to invite representatives of all
the Baltic States to & meeting in Reykjavik in the month of March,

The parties also discussed means lo suengthan cooporation betwesrn
Estonia and Iceland. It was suggested that an lcelandic

representative might be stationed tn Tallinn in order to cstablish a
eloser relationship with the Baltic States.

Reykjavik, 215t February, 1991,
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Prime Minister Iceland
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