
 
UAS Prime Contractor Mission Information 
 
REAPER – 
Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft System 
(RPAS) 
 

 
General Atomic 
Aeronautic Systems 
Inc (GA-ASI) 

 
Used to provide a range of armed Intelligence, 
Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance 
(ISTAR) capabilities to UK ground forces. 

 
WATCHKEEPER 
 

 
Thales UK 

 
Used to provide day and night ISTAR to UK ground 
forces. 
 

 
DESERT HAWK 3 
 

 
Lockheed Martin 

 
Used to provide an organic Intelligence Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) capability to Company level 
ground forces. 
 

 
BLACK HORNET 
 

 
Prox Dynamics 

 
Used to provide an ‘over the wall’ ISR capability to 
ground force troops. 
 

 
SCANEAGLE 

 
Boeing Defence UK 
 
(NB: contractor owned, 
contractor operated) 
 

 
Ship-launched, used to provide the Royal Navy with 
organic ISR. 

 
 
Total UAS expenditure for Financial Year 2013-14  = £176.887 million  
 
(NB:this total incorporates expenditure on the following UAS: REAPER, WATCHKEEPER, DESERT HAWK 3, BLACK HORNET, SCANEAGLE, 
TARANTULA HAWK* & HERMES 450*)  
 
* No longer used by the MOD 


