Dear (insert woman’s name)
Antenatal sickle cell and thalassaemia screening

Your test result is: (insert result) 
The substance in your blood that carries oxygen around your body is called haemoglobin. You had a blood test recently to check whether you carry a gene for unusual haemoglobin. The test result shows that you are a (insert result) carrier.  Being a carrier means that you are healthy. You do not have a condition that requires any treatment and will never develop one. 

Enclosed is a leaflet explaining about being a (insert result) carrier. 

This result could have implications for your baby if the baby’s biological father also carries a gene to make unusual haemoglobin. For this reason we are inviting you and your baby’s father to an appointment to discuss your test result. At that time, we will offer the baby’s father a quick and simple screening blood test for unusual haemoglobin.  
Your joint appointment is on (insert date /time/place)
If either of you are unable to attend this appointment, please call (name and number) to let us know and to arrange another appointment.

We have enclosed a letter and a leaflet for your baby’s father. Please could you pass this on to him?  When considering his test, it is important to know: 

· Your baby’s father will not know if he is a carrier unless he has this specific blood test

· If both parents are carriers, there is a 1 in 4 (25%) chance that your baby could inherit a haemoglobin disorder

· There are many different types of haemoglobin disorders - some more serious than others. The most serious conditions are sickle cell disease and thalassaemia major

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours sincerely,
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