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Thank you for your email of 5 May reqguesting the following information:

1. ‘Could you please tell me how the army checks that the signatures are genuine on the
forms that parents use to give their consant lo anlisiment?

2 Also, could you plaase tell me a) how many imes in the past five years have
parentsiguardians of army recruits under the age of 18 sought o withdraw consant after their
chitd's enfistment and b) how many such applicalions were successiu?

| am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information
Act 2000 (FOIA). A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of
Defence, and | can confirm that some of the information in scope of your request is heid,

3. While the Army does not check if the signatures themselves are genuine on the forms
that parents usa to give consent 1o enlistimant, ‘wet’ signature consant I8 required more than once
and is just part of the overall procedure. Parentaliguardian consent is required befora any under 18
candidate engages in any recruiting activity, including outreach activities, interview and
assassment. If a recruit aged under 18 is successiul through the recruiting procass,
parental’guardian consent is also required as pan of the formal notice that a candidate has bean
offered a job, which includes an outline of the Discharge As Of Right (DAOR) process and
subsequent Terms of Service, Written consent Is also required before candidates are enlisted or
re-enfisted. The Army is not aware ol any cases where parental consant has not been genuine.
Parents/'guardians are encouraged to seek advice from recruiting staff throughout the process.
Infarmation for parents and families is available on the Army website:

o 2 m i :

2 Mo cases are recorded of parents’guardians of recruits under the age of 18 seeking o
withdraw thelr consent after thelr child's enlistment. Anecdotal evidence suggests one case in
201011 where parents of a recruit requested 1o withdraw their consent, but after visiting Army
Foundation College (Harrogate) their fears were allayed and they withdrew their request. This
instance is not formally recorded.

The policy on discharging a soldier aged under 18 if parental consent 1o enlistment is withdrawn
alter attestation s dascribed in the following answer to a Parllamentary Cuestion from 2011;




7 Feb 2011 : Colurmn 28-TW

Fabian Hamilton: To ask the Secretary of Stale for Defence whal legal advice he has received on
the refention of an armed forces recruil aged under 18 if Mis or her parent withdraws consent after
altestaton. (37548]

Mr Rabathan: In developing the provisions as to a person's enlistment and terms of sevvice, the
policy teams worked ciosely with the Ministry of Defence's in-house legal team and received
ongaing advice. Provision was made in the Armed Forces (Eniistment) Regulations 2008 for the
sifuation when an appropriate person, such as a parent, did not give or withdrew consent fo the
enlistmant of & person under the age of 18. Such a parent may apply within three monihs of the
enlistment lo the Defence Council for & determinalion that the enfisiment is invalid, even if the
enlisted person has since attained the age of 18. However, if all necessary consents were oblained
priar to the enlisiment of a person under the age of 18, and that consent is subsequently withdrawn
alter the valid enlistment of the person, the enfistment will remain vaiid,

It you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handiing
of your raquest, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not
possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by
centacting the Information Rights Compliance team, 1% Floor, MOD Main Bullding, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must
be mace within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt 1o reach informal resolution has
come 1o an end.

It you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Flease note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your casa until the MOD internal
reviaw process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, hitpsy/ico.omg.uk/,

Yours sincerely,

Army Secretariat
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