Is family mediation right

for everyone?

Family mediation works for most people. At the MIAM
the mediator will talk to you about whether mediation
will work for you both and tell you about other options
that could still avoid you having to go to court, for
example collaborative law or solicitor negotiation.

What if | want to go to court?

The law says that you must consider whether
mediation can help you before you can take a case
to court. A judge can halt your case until this has
happened. You will need to show the court that

a) you have been to a MIAM to find out about
mediation, or

b) you don’t need to do this because of special
circumstances which are listed in section 11
of form C100.

Special circumstances include cases involving
domestic violence or child abuse, which may not be
right for mediation — the mediator can advise you on
this at the MIAM or first meeting. Alternatively, if you
have evidence of domestic violence or child abuse
you may not need to go to a MIAM and may be able
to get Legal Aid to pay for a solicitor to help you bring
your case to court.

Will we have to pay for mediation?

If you’re on a low income and able to get Legal

Aid then the information meeting (the MIAM) and
mediation sessions will be free. You may also get
financial help to pay for legal advice in connection with
mediation if you feel you need it.

If one of you qualifies for Legal Aid but the other
doesn’t, you will still both be able to have an
information meeting and the first session of mediation
for free. Even if neither of you can claim Legal Aid, you
may still save money by trying mediation first, rather
than going straight to a lawyer.

Find out more

See if you can get mediation for free with Legal Aid.
Use the online Legal Aid Checker at www.gov.uk/
check-legalaid or call the Civil Legal Advice service
on 0345 345 4345, Monday to Friday, 9.00am to
8.00pm, Saturday 9.00am to 12.30pm.

For information on family mediation and contact
details for local qualified family mediators, visit:
www.familymediationcouncil.org.uk

For more general guidance about ending
a relationship visit:
www.sortingoutseparation.org.uk
www.advicenow.org.uk/topics/

or
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

mediation

Sorting out family
disputes without going
through court

Family mediation helps if your relationship
has broken down and you need to sort out
practical issues such as:

* Arrangements for children - where they are going
to live and when you'll see them

* Child maintenance payments

family

+ Sharing finances media‘tion
. . coundcl
(e.g. house, savings, pension) '

 Dealing with any debts. ~
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