The Welfare of Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012 @

- defra>

Inspection Report oo i

Section 1:

Name of applicant or
current licence holder:

Thomas Chipperfield

Name of circus: An Evening with Lions & Tigers

Location of circus

Postcode; WS11 8LX

Tel o — Fax .

] Bl ] Thomas Chipperfield Snr. & Jnr

M. Chipperfield

Date and start time of Date and finish time of
inspection: 10/6/15 11.00hrs- inspection: 10/6/115 14.15 hrs.

Preamble to Inspector’'s Report*
This was an announced pre-licence inspection.

*This might include general background of the circus (type of animals, number of animals and information cbtained from the stock list and the other
required forms supplied by Inspectorate at Bristol) and any relevant information gathered prior to the inspection
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Information and guidance about the Welfare of Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses (England)
Regulations 2012 is available at http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/circuses/ -
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Section 2: Finding_§ at Inspection

Level of compliance should be included in report using a RAG rating - Green — full compliance/minor breach
(no action required)/ Amber - breach identified (remedial action recommended) / Red — significant breach

(action required ).

(1) Staff

Is unsupervised access to
licensed animals restricted to
authorised persons?

YES mostly "A+" category staff

animals operated in a way that
provides good welfare?

Are areas a suitable size?

Are areas in good condition and
free from hazards?

Are areas sufficiently secure?

Are areas suited to the social,
behavioural and environmental
needs of the animals?

Do animals have sufficient access
to exercise and enrichment?

Are areas hygienic and clean?
Do areas have a suitable floor?

Are environmental factors
managed, including shelter from
the elements?

Is due regard had for species
specific guidance?

(2) Healthcare _ Yes

Do all licensed animals appear to

be in good health?

(3) Environment

Are areas used by licensed | See below

NO_indoor accommodation totals 33 sq. m which is only
just over half of guidance level of 60sg.m for 5 big cats.

Yes
Yes
A bathing pool & raised platform were present within the
exercise area.
NO_see below
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

(4) Diet
Is food stored properly?
Is food prepared properly?

YES _meat stored in freezer,monitored by thermometer.

Handled & transported to cats satisfactorily
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(5) Display, training and
performance

Are the precautions required by
the assessment of welfare risks
carried out?

Are animals fit for the activities
expected of them?

Are only suitable areas used for
display, training and
performance?

Are display, training and
performance correctly staffed?

Are items of equipment (including
aids, props, costumes, decoration
etc) designed, maintained and
used appropriately?

Are the animals checked after
carrying out activities?

Are there signage and
announcements to inform the
public?

Dress rehearsal observed_ see attached description.

Yes
Yes ( but see note below re Nadia)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

(6) Breeding

Are the health and welfare needs
of animals during all stages of the
breeding process met?

Is guidance on fitness followed?

Is suitable veterinary care
provided?

n/a as no breeding stock

(7) Transport

Check for evidence of unfit
animals being transported. Can
you confirm this is not the case?

Are transport containers and any
fitting (etc) suitable?

No evidence of unfit animals being transported

Yes

(1) Tour itinerary

Confirm that the inspectorate was
informed of the correct current
and future location of the licensed
travelling circus.

Correct current [ocation & records show that previous
locations were correctly given.

{2) List of licensed animals

Confirm that every animal present
which is covered by the licence is
uniquely identified

All animals checked & found to have the correct

microchip
"Assegai" has a new m/chip by base of tail_see below
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(3} List of current location of
licensed animals

Confirm that the whereabouts of
all animals covered by a licence

All licensed animals are at the current touring site

(4) Individual records

Confirm that a singie source of
information about an animal’s
signalment (age, breed, sex, etc)
heaith and welfare history,
including all relevant clinical,
health and behavioural data is
quickly available at the present
location of the animal.

Individual records checked & found to be satisfactory

but it is advised that full details of any treatment should
be entered ie." sachet of panacur” should specify strength
& pack size & "flu injections" should include name &
batch No. of the vaccine

(5) Care Plans

Do Care Plans demonstrate that
good welfare standards have
been planned for and put into
practice?

Do they record that the welfare
needs of licensed animals are
being provided for? (Particular
note should be taken of the daily
record sheets)

Are they reviewed regularly?

Group Care Plans and Individual
Care Plans should each include
sections on:

(a) assessment of welfare risks

(b} behavioural and
environmental enrichment

(c) breeding

(d) dietary requirements
(e) preventative medicine
(f) retirement

{These sections may be cross
referenced to avoid duplication of
recording)

All checked & found to be generally satisfactory but see
note below -

Daily records have kept for the past year or more but
show limited time spent outside the trailer pens_ see
below.

Yes

YES
YES
YES
YES

YES
YES

A

(6) Daily Records

Do the Daily Records record
include all factors relevant to
welfare of the licensed animals

(a) Diet

(b) Training, including results of
checks carried out after activities

(c) Environment
{d) General Observations

YES but see note below re time spent outside their
indoor pen.
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(7) List of authorised persons

Confirm that only persons that
have appropriate qualifications,
experience or supervision are
permitted to access and care for
the licensed animals

YES

(8) List of authorised persons
on duty

Confirm that someone is in
overall charge of the animals at
all times.

Do circus staff know who is
currently on duty and how to
contact them urgently?

YES

YES

(9) Journey plans

Confirm that sufficient planning is
being done before embarking on
ajourney. .

Are plans updated with important
details about the actual journey
afterwards?

Is a contingency plan in place for
each journey?

Does a suitable person travel with
the animal?

YES

YES

YES

YES

(10) Veterinary Care

Are the lead vet and the circus in
good communication?

Is the lead vet providing
continuity of care, veterinary
oversight and advice on Care
Plans?

Are routine quarterly visits carried
out by veterinary surgeons?

Does the lead vet attend at least
two of the inspections (of which
one of which must be at a tour
site and one at winter quarters?

Are general healthcare and
treatments properly
administered?

As far as can be ascertained

YES

Yes_ regular visits last year under a separate licence & a
veterinary visit carried out at winter quarters in Scotland.

There is no evidence that this will not be complied with.

Yes
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THE FOLLOWING SPACE IS PROVIDED FOR:

e ADDITIONAL NOTES AND COMMENTS ON THE ANSWERS TO THE EARLIER QUESTIONS
¢ ANY GENERAL REMARKS WHICH THE INSPECTOR MAY WISH TO RECORD

As this was an inspection prior the granting of a new licence it was decided to start from"scratch"as
opposed to taking as read information obtained when these cats were included on another circus
licence.

1. The indoor housing within the trailer was carefully measured( in feet & inches using a tape
measure) & the space allocated to each cat is consu:lerably less than the minimum recommended. (

See att. plan).

2. Aithough the outside area is of sufficient size ,the daily records show that on average the cats only
have access to this ,& the tent for training, for a total of 3.5 hrs. Also, the records do not indicate _
whether or not the cats chose to make use of this access or stayed inside. These times shown in the
daily records appear at considerable variance to those stated in the Behaviour & Enrichment Plan {
eg. maximum time for mswle enclosure shown as 10hrs.)

3. The lion "Assegai” has a new microchip inserted near the base of the tail on the RHS. It took 10-15
mins to get him into a position where it could be read & he became quite stressed. It was advised that
further tralmng is carried out so as to avoid this in future.

4. A rehearsal of a performance was observed in the marquee ( see below).There are no concerns
arising but it was pointed out that although "Nadia" very willingly sits up on her haunches at the
required time, she is the oldest cat (18y.0.) & iffiwhen she shows any signs of arthritis, this might
prove painful.The suitability of this procedure should be monitored in conjunction with the lead vet
but the management are aware of this potential issue & stated that she no longer does any jumping.

THE PERFORMANCE

T he performance arena is approx. 12m in diameter, with sides of securely fixed weldmesh 3.5m
high with a 1m overhang. The marquee surrounds the indoor arena & there are metal barriers placed
nearly 2m from the sides of the arena. The first row of seats is placed approx. 1m from these
barriers.

An introductory talk which includes safety aspects & a ban on smoking & flash photography
lasts approx. 10mins. _
The cats enter the ring via a heavily netted shute from the end compartment of the trailer.
The two lions entered first with no apparent stress & jumped onto their respective
stands.They were followed by the oldest tiger-"Nadia”. The two other tigers did not take part.
On command the two lions then jumped over a gap between two stands of different heights &
back to their place. Tsavo then jumps through an illuminated hoop & one lion jumps over the other.
Nadia then rolls over on the ground, followed by Tsavo.
Tsavo then circles on the stand & is patted by the trainer.
All 3 cats then sit up on their haunches for several seconds.
Nadia then leaves the ring. Tsavo "kisses" the trainer & then both lions exit.

POST PERFORMANCE

The public are invited to ask questions & are then invited to watch the cats being fed from
behind a metal barrier in front of the exercise area.

The cats are all shut inside whilst the meat, handled with gloves, is broughtin on a
polythene covered wheel barrow. The tigers are separated whilst fed_ on this occassion all were
inside. The lions were fed in the outside enclosure but chose to take their meat back inside.
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Recommendation to DEFRA

My recommendation is that this application be refused.
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Section 3: Inspectors Recommendation to Defra

Having inspected (name of circus) | An Evening With Lions & Tigers

operated by (name of operator). | T,Chipperfield

on: | 10/6/15

Summarise the potential impact of the issues found on the welfare of the wild animals in this travelling
circus, noting the involvement of any other authority.

The main issues of concern are the inadequate size of the indoor accommodation (just over half the guidance
size) & the limited daily access to an exercise area.

{This text will be transferred to the letter sent to the circus after the inspection}

Recommendation:
¢ Licence awarded / Continue to be licensed
s Documentary evidence to demonstrate improvements to be provided
» Early visit recommended to confirm that action taken
e Licence refused / suspended

{Please delete as necessary)

signed: | NG | Dated: |15/6/15
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Section 4: Decision

The Circus Licensing Panel, on behalf of the Secretary of State, makes the

following decision:

» |t is recommended that a licence be refused/suspended

* Itis recommended that the above circus be licensed in accordance with the Regulations

Explanatory note if decision if different from recommendation

(delete as necessary)

Signed:

Dated:

The Inspector should complete sections 1-3 and submit the signed form to the Wildlife Licensing and
Registration Team, who will keep one copy and pass one to DEFRA. DEFRA will return a copy of the form with

-section 4 completed to WLRT.

DEF-WATCIR (12112)
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The Data Protection Act 1998

Information supplied on this form will be used by Defra to monitor the implementation of the Welfare of Wild
Animals in Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations. The information will be held on a central database at
Defra and will be used to issue relevant guidance and information to travelling circuses. The information will
also be used as a resource to develop relevant training and guidance for the Secretary of State's Circus
Inspectors and to field circus related questions and issues addressed from time to time by Non Governmental
Organisations, members of the public, Members of Parliament, Government Ministers, other Government
Departments. Defra may be required to release information, inciuding personal data and commercial
information, on request under the Environmental Information Regulation, the Code of practice on Access to
Government Information or the Freedom of Information Act 2000. However, Defra will not permit any
unwarranted breach of confidentiality nor will we act in contravention of our obligations under the Data

Protection Act 1998.
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Department
for Environment

Food & Rural Affairs

Tel: 0117 372 8774
circusanimals@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Date: 19 June 2015

Dear Mr Chipperfield

Application for a licence under the Welfare of Wild Animals in
Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012

As you know, following your application for a licence under the Welfare of Wild Animals in
Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012, an inspection took place on 10 June
2015.

The findings of the inspection have been considered by a panel of officials on behalf of the
Secretary of State. Based on the findings, the panel were not satisfied that the
required licensing conditions are being complied with and have recommended that
further work is undertaken before a decision can be reached on whether a licence
should be granted.

Further work required

1. The Inspector found that your daily records showed that the big cats had only access to
the outdoor area (including any tent for a performance — although the tent had only
been erected for the inspection) for 3.5 hours a day on average. The Behavioural and
Environmental Enrichment section in the guidance on the Regulations (page 22)
requires each animal to have the opportunity for exercise for at least six hours a day
(up to two hours of training and performance may contribute to that total). Your own
Behavioural and Environmental Enrichment plan, agreed with your lead vet requires
your own cats to have at least 10 hours access to the outdoor area (with also at least
one hour a day in the Ring Enclosure). Your confirmation, in writing, that the
correct access to the outdoor enclosure, as agreed with your lead vet, will be 7
made available to the cats will be required before your application can be
reconsidered. The confirmation will need to include how you intend to ensure
that each cat has access to the outdoor enclosure for at least 10 hours a day.
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2. The Inspector also measured the enclosures for your cats and found that, while the
outdoor enclosure space was sufficient for two cats at any one time, the indoor
enclosure spaces did not meet the requirements set out in the guidance. Page 47 of
the guidance states that for two cats, the minimum indoor area must be 24 square
metres and for one cat, 12 square metres. The Inspector found that the two lions only
had just over 14 square metres; the two tigers (held together), 9.3 square metres and
the one tiger Nadia — 9.7 square metres. The Panel expects that the correct
minimum areas should be provided for the cats’ indoor enclosures. Before a
decision can be reached on your application you will need to ensure that your
indoor enclosures are adapted to ensure that the correct minimum areas are
provided for the cats, both whilst at your current site and whilst on tour. Once
this work has been undertaken, you should confirm this to us in writing.

3. The Inspector also found that the platform provided in the outdoor area for the cats was
an estimated height of 1.25m. The guidance states (page 47) that any platform must
be a minimum height of 1.5 m to allow ali the cats’ access to a climbing faciiity. The
Panel expects that the platform should be the minimum height required (1.5m)
unless there is a valid welfare reason for the shorter height. You will also need
to either provide a valid welfare reason (confirmed in writing by your lead vet), or
raise the platform as required, and confirm this with the Panel in writing, before
we reach a decision on your application.

The panel expects all the above issues highlighted in bold to have been addressed before
they can reach a decision on your application. You will need to contact us, in writing to the
email address at the top of this letter — also copied fo wildlife.licensing@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk -
to confi these changes have been made or alternatively whether you would wish to
withdraw your application at this time while this work is pending. Once we have had
confirmation that all the work requested has been undertaken, we will then arrange for a
further inspection to take place to confirm that the above actions have been taken. You
will be charged for the costs of this further inspection.

Once this further inspection has been undertaken the panel of officials considering your
application on behalf of the Secretary of State will assess your licence application again.
We will then write to let you know the panel’s final decision and, if relevant, enclose details

of your appeal rights.

You are reminded that you must not operate a travelling circus with wild animals until you
~hold a valid licence. Under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, the maximum penalty for
operating a,travelling circus with wild animals without a licence is 6 months’ imprisonment
or a fine not exceeding £5,000 or both. As your wild animals are dangerous wild animals
within-the meaning of the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 19786, they will need to be licensed
under that Act which is administered by local authorities. It is your responsibility to ensure
that you are compliant with any other laws that are relevant to the keeping of wild animals.

Please ensure that you respond to us within 14 days of receipt of this letter.



(Issued on behalf of the Secretary of Staté)



mefra)

From: Ellis, Sue (Defra)
Sent: 25 August 2015 09:39
To: ' Circus Animals
Subject: FW: FAQ Sue Ellis

From: anthony.beckwith@EN mailto: <y |

Sent: 22 June 2015 09:10
To! Ellis, Sue (Defra)
Subject: FAO Sue Ellis

We are slightly confused by the the panel's verdict, as the set up we have for our animals is identical to
when inspected and passed by your inspectors on five previous occasions, with the only exception being
that the platform is much higher than before. As you stated, it stands at 1.25m high (the highest it has ever
been) but needs to be 1.5m high. That's a difference of just 25¢cm, and set at that height to accommodate
for our older tiger's physical needs.

In regards to the amount of hours that our animals have the choice of using both the indoor and exercise
enclosures, all previous paperwork records show that it has always been an average of 4 hours each and,
again, the inspectors and panel have seen and passed this practice.

In regards to the indoor space, this is the same vehicle in which our animals have lived since our first
inspection. However, it originally housed six animals when passed by your inspector and panel, (please
see attached reports and note highlighted sections. Please pay particular attention to the initial report that
actually states the sizes that the panel received and through which allowed us to work under Peter Jolly's
licence.) As previously stated, the vehicle held satisfactory floor space for six animals and we now have
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just five in the same space. It is worth mentioning that you state the indoor space we provide is slightly
~smaller than required, but fail to mention that the outdoor area is over double the size required. So, the
overall size of both enclosures required for five animals with two having access to the outdoor enclosure at
any one time is 110 sq meters, we are providing 135 sq meters, that's a total 25 sq meters more than
required and the 12 sq meters of indoor space is not mandatory, but listed as a guideline, the definition of
which is, “a statement by which to determine a course of action. A guideline aims to streamline particular
processes according to a set routine or sound practice. By definition, following a guideline has never been
mandatory. Guidelines are not binding and are not generally enforced.” | would assume this is why you
have passed us five times previously, and we can only make the assumption that an error has been made,
due to the that fact the inspector said the outdoor area was only satisfactory and failed to mention its actual
size, unlike previous and more accurate reports. | feel that it is worth mentioning that we have expressed
the desire to build larger enclosures as soon as financially feasible to this inspector (who has previously
passed us and deemed the current enclosures acceptable.)

I would also like to point out that this particular inspector had been withdrawn from inspecting us in 2013
due to his conflict of interest. Please also see attachments for a copy of an email from JEEENEGGNY
regarding this matter as he was, at the time, the personal vet of one of the only other people in the UK who
provides big cats for entertainment and has made it clear that we are not wanted in Great Britain as we are
business competitors. We can only assume this is why he purposely failed to mention the overall size of
both enclosures and the fact that their combined size considerably exceeds the required dimensions. If his
report is credible on this occasion, that would mean that the panel and inspectors have failed in their duty
and shown a huge level of incompetence on five previous occasions, which we all know can not be true as

the licence system is so strict.

We are willing to raise the height of the platform by 25cm, but still request to know why it's height is no.
longer acceptable and would urge you to review the Behavioural & Environmental Enrichment section of
the Care Plan we have provided, where it clearly states that the amount of time shown is a collective of

each animals' times in all 3 enclosures combined.
If the panel decide to refuse a licence on this basis we will waste no time in taking the matter straight to the

DEFRA ministers and follow the correct appeal process through court, which will show one of two things:

a) it will show that even though the overall size is much larger than required, the indoor space still needs
to be 12 sq meters per animal, thus meaning the panel and inspectors have failed to notice this even when
written in black and white, concluding that their competence in their current roles is in question.

b) that we are correct and the current indoor space is sufficient (as stated in five previous inspection
reports signed off by your panel) and the overall size of both enclosures exceeds the space required,
therefore is more than sufficient in meeting the animal welfare needs.

We have made contact with and sought advice from our solicitor, S, of SNERNEENNR Soficitors,
who we will be appointing to represent us in the appeals process, should it come to that.

Kind regards,




Thomas Chipperfield




Aug 2013

Section 2: ﬂndings_a inspection -
L.avei of compliance should be included in report using a RAG rating - Green — full compliance/minor breach
-(mammym-mmm{mmmmwm-wm

(action required ). : _ .

XM gy % ) "ns

{1) Stat¥ - The authorised steff fiet has been ammended to Include | Green
: those staff whom can work with the big cats, This was

e o e 1o |disoussed in detail and | was briefed on tho delly muine

suthorised persons? . and how adequate back up personnel are in attendance

: at all times working with the animals. | was resssured that

nobody is ever aliowed io work with the animails or enter
the same space as then alone and that thera is no lone
working at all. This is in advancs of measures in place In
SOMe 200S. :

{2) Healthcare The animais all appeared in excelient condition ail were of|Green
a suitable weight and not obese. | saw ail animals move
mﬂlﬂmmmmwrh'mdm“amlm*mmmmm ’

be In good hesith? no animal had s} £l , o
Are areas usad by icensed ' ‘
animals operated in & way that
provides good welfara?

Are areas & suitable sizo?

Are araas In good condiiion end
fres from hazerds?

Are sreas sufiiciently secure?
Are areas sulted to the gsoclal,
behavioural and snvironmental
naqugfﬂleaninlais? .
Do animals have sufficient access
{o exércice and envichmant? :
Are areas hygienic and dean?
Do areas have a sistable floor?
- Are environmental factors
managed, including ehelier from
the alemenis?

Is dua regard had for species
specific guidance? .

. ) ) Auidemrbtyofemldmenthﬁbampmﬁded‘mm
observed the big cats using these items Including large
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Dwarh_'nent
for Ervironment
Food & Rural Affairs
: Tek 0117 37287174
wilﬁlife.ﬂoensing@ahvh.gsi.gw,uk
16 October 2014
Dear Mr Jolly

Routine inspection under the Welfare of Wild Animals in
Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012

As you know, an announced mspecﬁonofynurtmvelﬂngm took place on 8 October
- 2014 under the Welfare of Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012

(the Reguiations).
Decision of the Circus Licensing Panel

B -
e A Rt A e 3 T i e R 8T,

As before, a copy of the inspection report is now attached for your information. You are
reminded that, where an inapection report’s use in deciding the status of a licence has
been concluded, it is our usual policy to release inspection reports in response to any
Freedom of Information request. - .

The inspector’s findings have been considered by a panel of officials on behalf of the
Secretary of Stale, who were satisfied that at the time of the visit the conditions of the
Regulations appeared to be being complied with and who have recommended that your
current licence is allowed to continue. ' '

While the inspector was satisfled that all of the licence conditions are being met by your
circus, the Panel did note there were still some identification issues concerning the reading.
of the microchips of all the big cats, However, we understand that the big cats have now
left your circus and are no longer on your stocklist. Should you wish to re-add any or all of
these big cats to your stocklist we would expect the microchips of all the big cais being
added to be read before they re-joined your circus. if the microchips of the big cats cannot
be read after they have re-joined your circus then we would consider this fo be sufficient
grounds to either refuse an application for the renewal of your licence or suspend any
ticence that might already be in place. -
o cLie
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Section 2: Findings at Inspection _ }

Level of compliance should be inoluded In report using a RAG rating - Green — full compliancaiminor breach
{no action required)/ Amber - breach Identified {remedial action recommended)  Red — significant breach

(acﬁon‘mqtﬂed]._ N
The staff list was updated on 7* September 2014. During
the inspection compliance was observed at aff points. The
o apeupariGed accoss k0 |SOPs are well estabhished and utlsed. ‘
almorkad_pm'is? .
{2) Healtheare On%uﬂwrﬂmﬂ;:lalmaamalsappmdlngmd G
< health. The Ankole Is receiving topical treatment to
g;'mma”“““ mild periocular infiammation coused by flies. This Is not of |
cancerri and was responsding well.
{3) Environment Thecamel.zobraandﬁnlft:{emh:vamhhrge G
. slentric fenced paddocks for the majority of the day anly
:;::myhmm being brought in during very bad waather orin the case of

ides good welfare? the Ankole if the flies were very bad. They are monitorad
provides o almost cantinually. On this site the animals were not
Are greas a suitable size? tethared for grazing. The perimeter fonce of the site was

. - complate and so If the animals had escaped the only exit
o o haaa ondilion and. | yagthe single field gate which is managed atall tmes, |
L The paddocks were behind the Top and the traliers so not
Ara areas sufficiently secure? vigible fo the public. The indooor faclliies wers as
previous inspections. the camel and ankole are tethered
B e roraowiak | using headcoliars.The zabra have alarge pan whih they
neods of the animals? ' are nose In, Straw beds are provided. :
- . The reindear have  large fenced pen arnd access to their
Do animals have sulficient access | fravelling frafler for shelter and therefors have continua
to exercise and envichment? %mhgmﬁm Straw beds are provided.

. ioni cJean racoon and fox are housed In thelr standard iraller
Aro areas hyglenic and clean? with the ouldloor pene attachad. A variety of enrichment
Do areas have a sultable floor?  {items were available and thoy wers both given locusts as
Aro ohvironmental factors © |8 dd Jnspection, oy  onars
managed, Including shelter from ‘ LRl
the elemenis? _
is dus regard had for species
spacific guidance?

pisnagedi No compatability issues obaerved,
The 3 shakes are housad in their dedicated wagon as
before. A long branch was present which would allow the
largest snake to stretch out completely. The minimum and
maximtim temperatures are recordsd and the
lempemature is maintained at a relatively constant 27C.
: Humidity is now recordsd daily tpo and is around 70%.
{4) Diet . mmemmmjmdah@quaﬂd%a& G
stored {0 avoid contamination and water. The
te food storad properly? stuffs are stered in a circus wagon which is vermin and
Is food prepared properly? waather proof. The food is stored in barrells and is
commercial animal feed appropriate for the species kept.
The msat for the big cats is stored in a dedicated freszer
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Section 2: Findings at inspection

+

Leve! of compliance should be inciudad in report using a RAG rating

- Gmen ~ full complisnce/minor breach

{no action requiredy Amber - breach identified {remedial action recommended) / Red - significant breach

{aciion required }.
. - Loval of
. (RGN
11) Staff mmwmmmmwwmm ']
. - |management of, the animaks and most have toured
B o 1o | With his circus for sorme ysars and are famikier wih
authorisad parsons? SOFs.Some staff have now left and heen mplaced. A
- ikt link of currant staff is attachad. Only A+ staff manage
the big cals.
{2) Healthcare onﬁaualmuﬁon_ i . &l animals appearsd In good G
Do all ficensed animals appear 1o heakh.
te In good haalth? A
{3) Environment .. G
Avre erea used by licensed 7o ull
animalé oparated in a way that s )
provides gooti wefera?
Are areas a suilable size? Wates,
Ate sreas in good condition and s erd
froe from hazardz? ‘ .
Are areas sufliciently secure? Ao 18
' | Are arese suifed to the social,
behavioursl and snvirormental L
needs of (he animels? R
Do animals heve sulficlent access
to exarcise and enrichment?
Ara areas hygisnic and clean? : 2 |
Do ateas have a sutable fioor? - e ROOASE laaiams‘gfm ing |-
Are environmental faciors g by an electsic fence and monitorsd almost
. l l ! u m'ms'y_ .
m:nm n from Yau. Grassed areas were in good condition even aiter the
- jextreme weather.
Is due ragard had for apacies Yes this is closely followed
specific guidance? Indoor areas:
Must hoafad stock are in 2 large rmargues sub-divided by
metal meshed / reinforced barlers When the public Is
sliowed access thesa animals are haitersd & mostly
tethered, but aliowed free during the reat of the day. No
inferspecies disrupfion was noted. Water and forage was
plantiful. Graseed araas indooss were overlaid with dry
straw where any deterioration /bosthing was noted
{4) Dist Fmstwmumwmﬂmmumm G
wagons. is in vermin and water
1 food storad properiy? repellant berrels, Standard commercial foodstufls
Is food prepared properdy? appropriate fr the speciss kepl are supplied and forage

of switable quelity s adequalely presented. Access fo
fresh water is always available Thare i¢ a fraezer in the
service wagon for the big cats, which holds meat for their

consumption and appropriate utensiic and a clean area

for cutting and preparing.
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Gmail - today - execs only

2108/2015
. —--. - ’
™Ml Thomas Cippered <INy
- tnank . . . '

today - execs only
1 T&esage

<gov.liaison@thecca.co.uk> 24 July 2013 at 16:10
To: Peter Jolly <jollyscircus@hotmail.co.uk>

Cc: carol macmanus <SSy SR SRR,
ey SRS, N>, Thomas
Chipperfield <A,

" Helio Peter

This e-malls is for execs only ~ I have cc-ed in Thomas anggiliP=s Marilyn and Peter do not get to see
their e-mails and Thomas and Sl update them daily. '

The content of this e-mail is confidential - so please keep it this way.

* Today after a couple of weeks of input through discussion and e-mailing to defra we have managed to get an
enormous result for classical circus. .

You may or may not know that the Vet appointed by the licensing inspectorate to be the vet inspecting
Tommy, Marilyn and Thomas’s big cat put some impossible conditions on their import and their being added
to Jolly’s license. ‘You don't need te kniow all the ins and outs but the appointed vet is the vet to ﬁ
90 - SRR animals. The conditions he added to the icensing of the big cats were almost impossible fo
meet and it also rubbished Jolly's vet in the process. .

So me being me complained to defra after lengthy discussions with Peter and Marilyn and then huge
discussions with the defra panel and the licensing authority | have managed to get him removed from
inspecting Jolly’s on the grounds that he has a serious conflict of interest. | have also managed to get lead
vets approved by experience (which the #ggyliliilileé did not want) not qualifications, which means we can
keep Jolly's Vet as their iead vet — which is only right and proper as he has been Jolly’s vet for 25 vears and
looked after Jollys tigers and bear in the past and all their other animals.. :

Also CAFS complained abaut the Chips being in Ireland and did all the usual rubbish about permits -
identifications — danger to the public — escape — etc. Today | have spoken to the Irish inspector and he ie
more than happy with the situation and he has also spoken to defra and the licensing inspectorate and is
happy with everything.. Marilyn also kept her cool and spoke with him in a cooperative way. Someone

leaked where the Chips were staying??

Defra have agreed that the paperwork for the cats is good to go and so they can travel any day after
tomormow — Yppeel!

Everything we do is done with communication, cooperation and civil discussion — as you know | have
always advocated this approach and it has worked and is still working and defra appreciate it too. | may not
always post what | am doing but every day | am up to something to get us through — you can depend on that.

* Hips-imall google-com/mall AWy U= 28tk=T3113c67 4d8view=piSa=gov Halson%40ihecca co.uk8gs=trusSsearch=query&ih= 1401 130670035eai8simi=14... 172




ZHOR2S ' Gmail - today - execs oily

1 am feeling really good today about this and — if | may say so - very proud fhat we are all working together
and that together we have achieved this huge result.

Sorry if this is boasting!!! But | boast forus ali - x
Lots of love to you all and let's keep on circusing.

Carol lots of love to YglPand il hope the hospital find out what Ygillileneeds and make him better
soon.

With very best wishes

rtms:ﬁrnzil.guuge.wn!mdmm.i=2&ik=mimmwm&ﬁwjidsmmmﬁmm14m13l:679d3555t3.slml=14... 2
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Department

for Environment

Food & Rural Affairs
Tel: 0117 372 8774
circusanimals@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Date: 29 June 2015

Dear Mr Chippeifield

Application for a licence under the Welfare of Wild Animals in
Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012

Thank ybu for your email of 22 June in reply to my letter of 19 June regarding the
inspection that took place on 10 June 2015 under the Welfare of Wild Animals in Travelling
Circuses (England) Regulations 2012.

Firstly, it may be helpful to explain that we have treated your application for a licence
under the above Regulations as an application in its own right, as opposed to the situation
previously where your animals were added to the stocklist of a circus already licensed
under the Regulations. The panel's views on your application are based on the Inspector's
report of the conditions as he found them on 10 June 2015.

A licence can only be awarded where the panel of officials considering the application are
satisfied that the required licensing conditions are or will be met. However, the panel can
also take into account an applicant’s conduct in relation to another travelling circus or any
other circumstances that are relevant.

You have expressed several concerns in your email of 22 June over the findings of the
inspection. | address these below:

¢ Indoor accommodation

You state that the set-up for your circus is the same as that whilst your big cats were part
of Peter Jolly’s Circus, where the big cats were inspected five times. We accept that the
first four inspector's reports indicated that the size of the indoor enclosure space was
adequate. However, the final report concerning the big cats when they were part of Jolly's
Circus, dated 8 October 2014, clearly states that your custom-built wagon had been
modified at some point since it was first inspected by one of our inspectors on 8 August
2013. As your big cats were removed from the stocklist of Jolly's Circus from the 13

cL4 -



October it was not possible to confirm whether the size of the indoor enclosure space was
still adequate. We have not automatically assumed the indoor enclosure space is the
same as that used whilst the big cats were on the stocklist of Jolly's Circus and having
inspected the indoor enciosure space provided for your big cats as it currently constituted,
our inspector has found it not fo be adequate based on actual measurements taken on the

day.

If you believe the measurements of the indoor enclosure space as cited in my letter of 19
June are not accurate then please confirm this in writing to Defra and we will consider
sending out another inspector to re-measure the indoor enclosure space. You will be
charged for the costs of this further inspection. Otherwise, as stated in my letter of 19
June the Panel expects that the correct minimum areas should be provided for the
cats’ indoor enclosures before a decision can be reached on your application.

| can confirm that the inspector found and reported that the outdoor enclosure was
adequate in size for two animals at any one time. However, the guidance is clear that both
minimum sizes should be provided and it should not be assumed that additional space in
one type of enclosure can offset a deficiency in another. Finally, we note that your
currently agreed Behavioural and Environmental Enrichment plan appears to state that
each big cat should have access to an indoor enclosure of at least 12 square metres.

s Access to outdoor enclosures

We accept that no previous, inspections have reported that access to the outdoor
enclosures was inadequate. Indeed, in the first inspection of 8 August 2013 the report
clearly states that big cats have access to the outdoor enclosure for 4 hours per day in
addition to 2 further hours exercise allowed in training and performance — making a total of
six_hours - which meets Defra’s minimum requirements. However, as | said on 19 June, .
the inspector found that your own daily records showed that the big cats were only being
given access to the outdoor area plus training for a total of 3.5 hours a day on average.
This is clearly below our minimum requirements and below the requirements agreed with
your own lead vet — which appears to state that each big cat should have at least 10 hours
access to the outdoor enclosure. If our reading of your Behavioural and Environmental
Enrichment Plan is incorrect we would suggest that you revise the plan, in agreement with
your lead vet, to make it clear what access is required by each big cat to each area and
. send a copy to the panel to consider.

As before, we will require your confirmation, in writing, that the correct access,
which should be at least the minimum 6 hours required, to the outdoor enclosure
(including any training), as agreed with your lead vet, will be made available to the
cats before your application can be reconsidered.

+ Guidance and height of platform

The guidance is provided to explain what is required of operators who wish to comply with
the statutory licensing conditions contained in the Welfare of Wild Animals in Travelling
Circus (England) Regulations 2012. The guidance is not statutory but sets out what Defra
believes to be adequate standards to enable a circus to comply with the statutory licensing



conditions. The panel is always willing to consider valid welfare reasons where there may
be individual circumstances that require some minor variation from the guidance. As we
have said, any such variations need to be agreed with your lead vet and that agreement
needs to be confirmed to us in writing, by either an updated signed individual or group care
plan, or by a veterinary report or letter from the lead vet. The panel would consider this
and confirm back in writing whether we accept the welfare reasons put forward. For
example, | reported in my letter of 12 June that the inspector found the platform in the
outdoor enclosure to be of insufficient height compared to the height required in the
guidance. You suggest that this shorter height accommodates the elder tiger's weifare
needs. This appears to be a valid welfare reason for that animal — but the other big cats
will still require adequate platforms in order to meet their needs. The Inspector's report of
8 August 2013 confirmed that there were a number of platforms and pedestals present in
the outdoor enciosure. Please consider with your lead vet what is needed by way of
platforms to meet all of your animals’ needs and get your lead vet to confirm this in
writing so that the panel can consider allowing a variation to the standards set out

in the guidance.
. Ihspector impartiality

The inspector who carried out the inspection of your circus on 10 June, _M83
the same inspector who inspected the big cats during a licensing renewal inspection whilst
they were on the stocklist of Peter Jolly’s circus on 27 February 2014. We were not aware
that any potential conflicts of interest were raised during that process. Indeed, on the
basis of that report, as you are aware, Jolly’s had their licence successfully renewed.

o Location of animals

Finally, we understand that your associate Anthony Beckwith has mentioned that you are
pianning to move the big cats to Wales for a short period for a performance. The licensing
conditions require that we are provided with an up-to-date tour itinerary, even where a site
is outside England. Further, the licensing conditions require that you must keep a list
showing the current location of each animal. If you do have planned tour itinerary or plan
to move the animals to a location in Wales you should supply us with a copy of the
itinerary or at least an updated copy of the list of the current location of the animals
as soon as possible. As the guidance states, failure to declare the location of a licensed
animal wifl be considered a breach of the licensing conditions.

| reiterate, the panel expects ail the above issues highlighted in bold to have been
addressed before they can reach a decision on your application. You will need to contact
us, in writing to the email address at the top of this letter — also copied to
wildlife.licensing@ahvla.gsi.qov.uk - to confirm these changes have been made or
alternatively whether you would wish to withdraw your application at this time while this
work is pending. Once we have had confirmation that all the work requested has been
undertaken, we will then arrange for a further inspection to take place to confirm that the
above actions have been taken. You will be charged for the costs of this further

inspection.




Once this further inspection has been undertaken the panel of officials considering your
application on behalf of the Secretary of State will assess your licence application again.
We will then write to let you know the panel's final decision and, if relevant, enclose details

of your appeal rights.

Again, you are reminded that you must not operate a travelling circus with wild animals
until you hold a valid licence. Under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, the maximum penalty
for operating a ftravelling circus with wild animals without a licence is 6 months’
imprisonment or a fine not exceeding £5,000 or both. As your wild animals are dangerous
wild animals within the meaning of the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976, they will need to
be licensed under that Act which is administered by local authorities. It is your
responsibility to ensure that you are compliant with any other laws that are relevant to the

keeping of wild animals.
Please ensure that you respond to us within 14 days of receipt of this letter.

=. CL Hik

(Issued on behalf of the Secretary of State)
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Department

for Environment

Food & Rural Affairs
Tel: 0117 372 8774
circusanimals@d_efra.gsi.gov.uk
Date: 8 July 2015

Dear Mr Chipperfield

Application for a licence under the Welfare of Wild Animals in
Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012

Further to my letter of 29 June 2015 with regard to your application for a licence under the
Welfare of Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012, we
understand that you have transported your five big cats fo a site in Wales where they are
currently performing. We also understand that the big cats were due to perform at the
Herefordshire Country Fair from 2™ August, although this show has been cancelled.

As | made clear in my letter of 29 June, the licensing conditions require us to be supplied
with an up-to-date tour itinerary, even where a site is outside England or a location has
- not yet been finalised, and also that you keep a list showing the current location of each
animal, which Defra may request. As you know, we requested this list in my previous
letter. Given it appears that you have moved your 5 big cats, you now need to supply
Defra with an updated copy of the list of the current location of the animals
immediately. As you know, a licence can only be awarded where the panel considering
the application are satisfied that the required licensing conditions are or will be met. The
- guidance states that failure to declare the location of a licensed animal wili be considered
a breach of the licensing conditions.

Further, as apparently you have a tour itinerary planned, you are again asked to send this
to Defra by the date below.

When | wrote to you on 29 June, ! asked that - within 14 days of receipt of the letter - you
either confirm that you had undertaken the actions that we requested in my letter, or else
withdraw your application. ‘You are reminded that deadline will pass on 13 July. We
need to receive by that date written confirmation from you that you wish to continue with
your application and that you have or plan shortly to undertaken the work requested in my
. letter of 29 June. [n addition by the same date you should have submitted an updated
copy of the current location of the big cats and a copy of your planned tour itinerary. if we
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have not received the confirmation and the requested documents by that date we will
assume that you wish to withdraw your application for a licence under the Weifare of
Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses {(England) Regulations 2012. You will need to
contact us, in writing to the email address at the top of this letter — also copied to

wildlife.licensing@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk - to confirm your intentions.

Finally, you are again reminded that you must not operate a travelling circus with wild
animais in England until you hold a valid licence. Under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, the
maximum penalty for operating a travelling circus with wild animals without a licence is 6
months’ imprisonment or a fine not exceeding £5,000 or both. As your wild animals are
dangerous wild animals within the meaning of the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976, they
will need to be licensed under that Act which is administered by local authorities. It is your
responsibility to ensure that you are compliant with any other laws that are relevant to the

keeping of wild animals.

(Issued on behalf of the Secretary of State)




— (Defra) ‘

o S

Sent: 09 July 2015 15:47 '

To: Ellis, Sue (Defra), {Defra); — (Defra);-
(APHA); (Defra)

Subject: FW: Thomas Chipperfield

Hi

Please see e-mail from Anthony below.

From: *[——m
Sent 09 July 201

Subj omas Chipperfield
Hi-

Yes, we are wishing to proceed with the application and will have a full response to your letter by
the date required

We are currently on Moat Farm'in Weishpool till 12th July 2015

We then Move to Wrexham a site on Mold road road from Monday 13th July till Sunday 26th July
2015

We frust that this information is confidential and will not be passed on to members of the public

Kind Reagrds Anthony Beckwith



—(Defra) - '

From: , Thomas Chipperfield <G >

Sent: 10 July 2015 15:56

To: R A PHA)

Subject: Re: Circus Licence Application - Follow up
Attachments: Response to Defra.docx

Dear {0

Please pass the below text on to Mrs. Ellis and cc in any relevant parties, based on the fact that | wish to
issue a formal complaint.

Thank you,

Thomas

On 8 July 2015 at 14:43, NNSEG—_c—_— (APHA) <SR - ~xote:

Dear Mr Chipperfield

Please find a letter from the panel attached.

<<2015-07-08 Further info needed follow-up letter - Chipperfield's Big Cats.pdf>>

Kind Regards

Zoo & Circus Licensing Officer
Centre for International Trade - Bristol
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA)

Telephone: 0117 372 3700] Email:
Website: www.gov.uk/apha | Twitter; @APHAgovuk | Facebook: aphagov

Address: 1/17 Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA)

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only.

If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose,

store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender.
Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for

known viruses whilst within APHA systems we can accept no responsibility

once it has left our systems.

Communications on APHA computer systems may be monitored and/or

recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.



Dear Mrs. Ellis,

In response to your most recent email, | like to reassure you that we wish to keep our application for
a licence to present our animals in a travelling circus open. We fully intend to meet the requirements
expected of us, including increasing the height of the platform in the outdoor enclosure by the
required 25¢m, increasing the time for each animal in the exercise area to 6 hours and extending the
size of their indoor enclosure to the required dimensions. We must inform you, however, that the
latter will require time to build and we must work in order to pay for said extension, that is why we
have come to Wales.

One point, which is relevant to the above issue, but we are still unclear on, is that you state in your.
email that the panel need to know the conditions set in the regulations are being or will be met.
Does this mean that, as you now have our written word that we will extend our indoor enclosure as
soon as possible, you will issue us with a licence upon seeing that the other recommendations have
been met? If not, can we keep our application open until we have made the necessary
modifications? Either way, we need a response to this query in writing,

| believe Anthony Beckwith has sent you our up to date tour itinerary, and, as stated, we are happy
to provide this information, but | feel I must inform you, as | did on the phone, that information that
is only being passed on to yourselves is ending up in the hands of the Jollys, and | know this because
members of their company are telling me so. We are not happy about this and request that our
information remain confidential.

There are a number of issues, including the above about info_rmatioh in our private communications
to Defra ending up in the hands of our business competitors, that we would like to highlight in a
formal complaint.

When we asked why the same indoor enclosure that we had for six big cats was accurately
measured and approved by your inspectors while we were employed by the Jollys was deemed too
small during an inspection for us to obtain our own licence, during which only five were being
housed in said enclosure, we were told that our application was being treated as a separate case
that is unrelated to other licence holders. We don't see this as an answer and respectfully request a
better explanation as to why our enclosure was passed on 5 previous occasions.

Regarding the issue of the inspector, and his conduct during his inspections of our
animals, S)NSEEEE initially told us that he was to be attending Peter Jolly's Circus upon our arrival
in the UK and that she was able to get him replaced with due o the former's ;
association with another trainer of big cats based in and his evident conflict of interest.

It is also worth noting that, during Peter Jolly's reapplication for a licence in 2014,-marked

our inspection as a failure due to the absence of the big cats' bathing pool, and, if | remember

correctly, mentioned in his report that he was of the opinion that the pool was only provided during



inspections. Aside of this being nothing but rampant speculation that is unworthy of an official
report, the reason for the absence of the pool was that, during my meeting with yourself,

and | was told that, due to the risk of injury to the animals caused by slipping on ice,
I could remove the pool on days that there was a risk of such circumstances occurring.

Please address all of the above concerns in your response, and inform us of what further steps we
must take in the application process, '

Kind regards,

Thomas Chipperfield



Department
for Environment

Food & Rural Affairs _ Tel: 0117 372 8774

circusanimals@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Date: 16 July 2015 -

Dear Mr Chipperfield

Application for a licence under the Welfare of Wild Animals in
Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012

Thank you for your letter of 10 July 2015 regarding your application for a licence under the
Welfare of Wild Animals in Traveliing Circuses (England) Regulations 2012 and your wish
to issue a formal complaint regarding sharing personal information with your competitor.

Complaints procedure

Please see the link below setting out Defra’s complaints procedure. We will be handling
your complain_t at Level 1 of the procedure. Defra aims to reply to complaints within 15
working days. As such | will aim respond to your compilaint on or before 31 July.

https:/iwww.gqov.uk/qovernment/organisations/department-for-environment-food-
rural-affairs/about/icomplaints-procedure

Licence Application

| will now address your queries  regarding your application and the work you are
undertaking.- My reference in my letter of 29 June to the panel needing to be satisfied that
the required licensing conditions are or will be met was in relation to those conditions
which cannot be met until a licence has been issued. This includes the unprompted and
routine updating of tour itineraries, or location of the animals, where Defra accepts that
sites cannot be booked too far in advance, especially where a licence application has not
yet been approved. In such circumstances, the panel will need to make a judgement,
based on the applicant's conduct, as to whether the licensing conditions will be met.

With regards to the indoor enclosure areas, as stated in my letter of 19 June, we expect
that the correct minimum areas should be provided for the cats’ indoor enclosures before
we can reach a decision on your application for a licence. As was made clear in my letter
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of 19 June once we have had confirmation that ali the work requested has been
undertaken, we will then arrange for a further inspection to take place to confirm that the
actions have been taken. You will be charged for the costs of this further inspection.

Whilst we acknowledge that you are currently undertaking the work required to ensure the
cats’ indoor enclosures meet the required sizes, your letter does not provide any indication
as to how long this work will take or when you anticipate all the actions required in my
letter of 19 June will be ready for inspection. Further, any inspection that takes place must
take place in England. We are aware that you have not given Cannock Chase Council
any indication when you will be returning to your Cannock site and thus, we require
confirmation of your intended next location in England, for the purposes of
processing your application and further inspection. Please also indicate how long
you believe the work you are undertaking to meet the requirements as set out in my
letter of 19 June will take? : |

It is unreasonable to expect that we can hold open your application for a licence
indefinitely, and if you cannot confirm the above detaiis, by 30" July (two weeks from the
date of this letter) we reserve the right to consider your application as having been

discontinued.

You are again reminded that you must not operate a travelling circus with wild animals in
‘England unless you "hold a valid licence. Under the Animal Welfare Act 20086, the
maximum penalty for operating a travelling circus with wild animals without a licence is 6
months’ imprisonment or an unlimited fine. As your wild animals are dangerous wild
animals within the meaning of the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1978, they will need to be
licensed under that Act which is administered by local authorities. It is your responsibility
to ensure that you are compliant with any other laws that are relevant to the keeping of

. wild animals.

(Issued on behalf of the Secretary of State)



_Defra) | .

From: S (A PHA)

Sent: 24 July 2015 10:02

To: SENNENER (Defra); Ellis, Sue (Defra); IR (APHA); SN
(Defra); SR Dofra)

Subject: ‘ FW: Letter from the Panel regarding yourapplication,

Hi

Please see the e-mail from Thomas Chipperfield below

L
From: Thomas Chipperfield [mailto SR |

Sent: 23 July 2015 22:54

To: SN (APHA); Tony B

Subject: Re: Letter from the Panel regarding yourapplication.

Dear SERESP
Please inform the panel of the following updates.

I will be pursuing the complaints procedure and will respond to that issue at a later date. For now, I wish to
update the panel on our next venue in Wales, We will be staymg in Penrhyn Bay from Monday the 27th of
July until Sunday the 9th of August.

Regarding the contents of your response, we fully intend to return to Cannock upon concluding our touring
Season in Wales, which we expect to end around late October or early November. In response to your desire
to know when the necessary modifications to our indoor enclosure for our big cats will be completed, we
estimate it to be in late November. If that changes, we will update you immediately.

Kind regards,

Thomas Chlpperﬁeld

On 16 July 2015 at 13:19,JSNNNGENGENGS (APHA) M> wrote:

Dear Mr Chipperfield

Please find a letter from the panel attached.

<<2015-07-16 Response to queries about application - Chipperfield's Big Cats.pdi>>

Kind Regards
AN
Zoo & Circus Licensing Officer

Centre for International Trade - Bristol

Animal _and Plant Health Agency (APHA)



g

Department
for Environment
circusanimals@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Date: 13 August 2015
Dear Mr Chipperfield

-Application for a licence under the Welfare of Wild Animals in
Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012

Thank you for your email of 23 July 2015 regarding your application for a licence under the
Welfare of Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012. As you know,
| responded separately on the 27 July to the complaint you raised on 10 July.

Licence Application

We have considered the information provided in your email of 23 July; that you will not be
returning to England until at least late October, and that the modifications we have
requested you make will not be completed until late November. On the basis of this
information it appears you will not be touring in England this year. It would therefore
appear you have no confirmed plans to tour and perform in England in the immediate
future. '

As | explained in my letter of 16™ July, it is unreasonable to expect that we can hold open
your application for a licence indefinitely. As you have not been able to confirm any
plans for touring in England at this time, we now consider your current application
as having been discontinued.

As we have processed your application and organised one of the three inspections that
would usually be undertaken, you are entitled to a partial refund, of £230.98, of the original
application fee. All refunds are now paid via the BACS system, therefore you will need to
complete the back of the attached letter from of AHPA and return it to him
as soon as possible at the address provided in his letter.

A copy of the unsigned inspection report from the inspection undertaken on 10 June 2015
is attached for your information. Where an inspection report's use in deciding the status of
a licence has been ended, it is our policy to release reports in response to any Freedom of
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Information request. As we consider your current application as now discontinued, we
would consider making the inspection report and any accompanying paperwork or
correspondence (including the application form) available in response to any new Freedom
of Information request. However, we would approach you first to aliow you to comment on
whether disclosure of the information would be harmful (although the final decision on
whether the information should be withheld rests with Defra).

You are again reminded that you must not operate a travelling circus with wild animals in
England unless you hold a valid licence. Under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, the
maximum penalty for operating a travelling circus with wild animais without a-licence is 6
months’ imprisonment or an unlimited fine. As your wild animals are dangerous wild
animals within the meaning of the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976, they will need to
remain licensed under that Act which is administered by local authorities. [t is your
responsibility to ensure that you are comphant with all other laws that are relevant to the
keeping of wild animals.

Finally, should you wish to resubmit a new application for a licence under the Welfare of
‘Wild Animais in Travelling Circuses (England) Regulations 2012 we would advise you to
resubmit the application in good time before any planned tour in England. It can take up to
6 weeks to issue a licence, assuming that all the paperwork is in order and a successful
inspection can be arranged.

(Issued on behalf of the Secretary of State)




