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Thank you for your email of 1 Novembeér with enclosures coOncerning the Department of
Health’s consultation on standardised packaging for tobacco products. Although the
Department of Health lead on this issue, you will be aware that the Intellectual Property
Office has an interest in whether the proposed standardised packaging is consistent
with national and international IP law. You will of course understand that | am unable to
comment on any of the responses to the consultation while the government is still
considering them.

It is important to remember that the Government has not actually made any proposals
to change cigarette packaging. We have an open mind on this issue and any
decisions to take further policy action on tobacco packaging will only be made after
consideration has been given to the consultation responses, evidence and other
relevant information.

You can be assured that my officials in the Intellectual Property Office are working very
closely with colleagues in the Department of Health to ensure that the legal position
concerning intellectual property rights and standardised packaging is clear and that our
domestic and international obligations are understood.
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LORD MARLAND OF ODSTOCK

Lord Marland of Odstock
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Bfisiness, Innovation and Skills
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