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Freedom of Information Request 


You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

I am looking for information on statistics on how many people from 2014 to 2016 were sentenced to consecutive sentences for conspiracy to supply Class A and conspiracy to possess firearms to acquire/transfer (Simple possession of a Section5 firearm).  Also could you give me statistics on the above offence but run concurrently.

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

[bookmark: _GoBack]I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to inform you that among offenders sentenced for supplying Class A Drugs and under Section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968 in 2014, six such offenders were sentenced to consecutive sentences and 17 to sentences where at least one of the sentences was served concurrently. In 2015, the figures were that eight such offenders were sentenced to consecutive sentences and 39 were sentenced to concurrent sentences.  

Please note these figures have been compiled on a single offender basis.  Also, please be aware that every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and complete. However, it is important to note that these data have been extracted from large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces. As a consequence, care should be taken to ensure data collection processes and their inevitable limitations are taken into account when those data are used.

The information you have requested regarding sentencing outcomes for 2016 (to date), is a subset of the Criminal Justice Statistics data held in its final form which we routinely publish. It is intended for publication in May 2017. As such we are required to consider your request in a manner compliant with the Pre-release Access to Official Statistics Order 2008 further to Sections 11 and 13 of the Statistics and Registration Service (SRS) Act 2007. 

It may be helpful to explain further that Ministry of Justice is obliged under Section 13 of the SRS Act to continue to comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics (the Code) for National Statistics designated statistics. Section 11(3) of the SRS Act regards the Pre-Release Access to Official Statistics Order as being included in the Code. Protocol 2 of the Code reflects the requirements of the Pre-Release Access to Statistics Order. Specifically, it requires producers of official statistics to ensure that no indication of the substance of a statistical report is made public, or given to the media or any other party not recorded as eligible for access prior to publication. I can confirm that the Ministry of Justice does publish information on sentencing outcomes for 2016, as part of National Statistics. Therefore, to now disclose as part of your FOI request, will violate the provisions of Section 13 of the SRS Act and the Pre-Release Access Order to Official Statistics 2008 and as such engages the exemption under Section 44(1) (a).

Additionally, we are not obliged to provide information that is intended for future publication under the terms of Section 22 of the FOIA.  

In line with the terms of this exemption in the FOIA, we have also considered whether it would be in the public interest for us to provide you with the information ahead of publication, despite the exemption being applicable.

When assessing whether or not it was in the public interest to disclose the information to you, we took into account the following factors:

Public interest considerations favouring disclosure

There are public interest arguments in favour of disclosure of this information at the present time. Disclosure would for example improve transparency in the operations of Government, and of the justice system in particular.

Public interest considerations favouring withholding the information

There are public interest arguments against disclosure of this information at the present time. These arguments include that it is in the public interest to adhere to the existing publication process for official statistics, which includes time for the data to be collated and properly verified.

It is also in the public interest to ensure that data used in the compilation of official statistics comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics and that resulting outputs are produced to the highest quality. Statistics of high quality are produced to sound methods, with all users having easy and equal access that is fair and open, and are managed impartially and objectively in the public interest. Premature publication could undermine the principle of making the information available to all at the same time through the official publication process.

We reached the view that, on balance, the public interest is better served by withholding this information under Section 22 of the Act at this time.
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