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On the occasion of the internationai of Human Rights, we ana writing on bahalf of the British
Parizmentary Committee for iran F {BPCIF) {o raise very sefious contems with regands
to the appalfing humnan rights situation in Jran and in Camp Liberly, fraq.

The BRCIF was founded more than two decades ago by the late Lord Corbett of Castie Vale to
help towads achiading a dose udersianding about the natuse of Iran's derical regime, which
has so diminished the reputation of ils own nation as well as damaging the intemationsl
tommunily. Since fis formation, the BRCHF haa been closaly following and ; the
Situation in fran, the ruling regime's lllegilimate ambitions 2s well as the situation of the Iranian
democralic Opposition graups including the Mationa! Council of Rasistance of iran (NCRE) and
members of the Peapie’s Mojahadin Organization of Iren (PMOI) in Camps Ashral and Libedy.

+or mone than three decades, the regime has been a major concem for the iMemational
community dua to its unacceptable violations of human righls, and the suppression and
annihitation: of its opponents even outside its borders. Camp Liberty residents are victims of this
repressive approach, and its iMlicit nuclear actwities and its destryctive statd-sponsarship of
world-wide teprorism are the {errifying implements of this rogue regime.

i Humgn rights

Since Rouhani took office there has been expectation in the West that fran will change its
behaviour and that the human rights aituation will improve. The reality s sharply diferant, Over
the past one and hal years the human rights situation in Iran has deteriorated. The number of
executions has increased, often for political dissent or for actions which would not be crimes
elsewhere in the workd. Attacks on women have been on the rise with dozens of women baing
attacked with acid and knives following extracrdinary new legisiation to protect those who take
the |aws in their hand supposedly to prevent vice and promote a heretical versioh of islamic
radigicus expectabions incuding dress todes.

The Irartan regime under Rouhani is heavily engaged in disseminating false information and
propaganda about the human rights stuation In Iran. Theirlobes in Ewope and eisewhers
constartly repest the same false information.

Amnesty International’s report of 8 November 2015 i$ very revealing:

On 31 October 2014, & high-profie Iranian delegstion, headod by Mohammad Javad L arijani. the
head of iran’s High Councyt for Human Righis, part of the country’s judiciary, sppeared bafons the



UN Human Rights Council fo defend iran’s human nghts record since the country’s irst UPR in
Febnaty 2010 The dedegalion prosenind a distorted picture of the human rights situabion in iran,
witich bore little resemblance lo the realities on the ground. Issues of concem for Armnesty
Iriernational inciude the claims by the dalegation that iran strictly adheres to imemationai fair inal
standard’s; fully respects fresdoms of axprassion, association and assembly; guarantees full
égquality between men and wamen in law and practice: and ensures the enjoyment of human
rights by mernbers of Iran's effinic and raligious minonties. *

Amnesty added. in stark conirast to e fickion presantad by Iran, iha review session pointed o a
dire stata of human nghts, with an ever increasing number of execuions, kmmﬂsmm
death ang public sxeculions, widespread forfiune and other cruel, infumane and degrading
trestments or punisimments committed with impunfly; walalions of intemational fair trial standards;
entrenched dscrimination on the basis of gender, rofigious baliel, sthnic idenitily, sexual orierdation
and gender ideniity; and restrictions on fréedoms of expression, assoGiation and assembdy.”

In the FCO press release of November 26 issued following the adoplion of [fan Resolution in the
Third Comimittee of the UN General Assembly, it was stated. “The situation remains dire and
wiyent achon is required.” We befieve oo that action is necessasy and there 1S no good just o
issug staterments expressing congern about hurran righis viclation in iran and then business as
usual by pursuing the poiicy of appoasement.

Tharefore, we urge the govemiment to 1ake an iniative a3 a parmanent member of the UN
Security Counal for Iran's bumaen rights dossier lo be refemed to the UNSC. Action is required to
mammmmmﬁﬁrm and to make them respect their intermational

iNuctear Progcamns

A second deadline for nuclear talks betwean iranian ragime and the P5+1 (or E3+EU3) passed
on November 24 without a deal (or any realistic sign of a deal) to curb the regime's nuclear
programme. The Iranian regime has continuously refused to coaperate with the International
Atomic Energy Agency {IAEA) regarding past suspect nuclear weapons activity and research.
However, the parties agreed 1o extend the talks for a thind fime and sst out 3 new deadline for
reaching & compiehensive deal to the and of June next year.

A report by the International Committes in Search of fystics, published in late Movember
ooncluded that the Iranian regime's nuciear programene had a inantion from the outset
and that all of s apparent civilian activities wers in the cause of building a nuclear bomb. The
report posnds out that the regime never reporied theae nuclaar activities voluntarily ta the IAEA
under ihe Non Proliferation Treaty and il was the [ranian Resistance that for the: firsi time
reveated the regime’s nuclear and enrichment programime,

theheuematlmpassamnagouaunnabymeuﬂaﬁsmtasmdﬂuﬂmpnwamwﬂhﬂw
Iranian regime is dus ta unjustifed concessions to the regime and cver-generous flexibility
axercised in dealing with the regime. Confinuing with negotiations which have besan going on for
12 years instead of decizivensss and intensifying sanctions amounis to taking a dangerous path
which will lead to nuclear bomb.

Over 100 MPs in the House of Commons have signed Eady Day Motion 342 an iran and its
pursuit of nuclear waapons, calling on the Govermment to take a robust position in Iran nudegr
iafks. Therefore, we weicomed your remark of “No deal is better than a baqg deal” inthe last
round of negotiaticns.



The failure of the Novembar 24 nagotiation is a reminder to the intemational community that a
new approach is much needed. The regime came to negotistion because of fear of domastic
uptisings and also under international sanctions.

Wae fee] that one of the main reasons that ne agreemenl was reached at tha last round of
negotiations was that Iran i5 under insufficient presswa.

That is why we believe that there must be increased imtensity of pressure on the regime,
including comprehensive sanctions. in due time, this wif laad 1o the real solution to this problam,
which is regime change in lfan. This is why we support that part of the ranian opposition which
is advocating a frea, democratic and non-nuclsar lran.

ii.Camg Liberty

The situation of Camp Liberty residents remains a matter of serigus concem. They are refugees
and protected persons under Fourth Genenva Convention with undeniable rights under
international iaw. But beyond that they are powerful in their suffering and silence as the Jeading
advocates of freedom and democracy in Iran and thus, the sowrce of inspiration for the
anchained pecple of Iran. They represent the desire of a nation for change, for fresdon and for
demacracy. Thay are exemplars to the many in iran who are aware of their plight,

The Iranian tegime resoris to attempls to siminate therm becausea they fear their impact inside
fran and on the lranian people. This is despite the fact that they have neither weapons, nor
fraadom of mavement,

We ask you 1o intervane and make # clear to the Government of iraq that one of the yardsticks
which distances this govemment from Maliki is the treatment of the residents of Liberty. Al
regiriction on access 1o medical care must be ifted. There ahould be no restriction on how many
people may go to hospital every day. All other restrictions must also be lifted.

The Govermment of |raq must remove those from their Camp Liberly team all who were
responsible for previous crimes. This raspongibility must be glven to a new leam which would
respect Irag's obligations.

w55

The curmant sityation in the ragon and rise of the ISIS is of course a real concem. But o
succassiully confront this phanomencn, # is vital to understand some fundamental issues n this
regards, otharwise the crisis will deapen,

First, 1515 did not emenge ovemight. It is to great extant the outcome of misguided policy in Syria
and Irag which finds at east pan of Its roots in the wrong policy towards Ian. The fallure of the
'‘Nestern powersio supporl the moderaie Syian opposiion when the uprising started in Syria
allowed the Syrian dictatorship lo suppress people by massacring some 200,000. That created a
vacuum allowing extremist and temmodist groups such as 1515 1o find a focthok] there.

The faiiure of the US policy in trag, by supposting Nouri al-Maliki's repressive behaviour at the
behest of Tehran, resulted in annihilation of the Sunni population to the extent that opened the
way for [SIS to take advartape of the peopie's grievances forits own objectives. The West arkd in
particutar the US administration was wamed on several oecasions, indl regarding the
falml atiacks on residentd of Ashref and then Camp Liberty, but &l was , untll Biasel



Both In Jraq and in Syria, the Tranian regima has been at the roots of the problems. It was lran
and s revlutiocarny Guands wha helped Bzshar Assad to remain i power. fwes the malahs'
regime which provided arms, monay and logistics to Syria. it was revolutionary Guards and
comnmanders of notolious Qiuds Force commanding the war against Syrfan people.

I such circumstances, the most demaging appoach ig io sngage in any cooparation with iran
under the False percaplion that iran can be helpful in confronting the: [SIS. Iran is the core of
profierm and must be evicied from irag. Cooperation, coordingtion or even silence about regime's
meddling in iraq s a strategic mistake and recipe for disaster.

n addition to ihe imponan aspiration of regime change, the stustion must shso be confronted
culturelly. The Iranian Resistance, headsd by & Muslim woman i3 an appropriate antidote to this
phancmenon. A tolerstt and democratic (slam which advocales gender equality, respect for
mternational conventions, and hull reapect for refigiows and sihinic minorties is the cuttuial
challenge to the axtramists which the international cormmunity should support,

Given the above arguments, we hope that the long-standing expacdence and knowiadgs of ts
BPCIF will be helpful to the FCO in reaching a revised policy in relafion to jran.

In these circumstances we mguest a maeting with you to discuss the above izsues, Wea loak
forwand to hearing that this can be aranged.

Yours sincerely

Lord Carille of Berriew CBE OC for the British Padiamentsry Committee on Jran Freedom



