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1. Introduction

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) is currently preparing the North East 
Inshore and Offshore, North West Inshore and Offshore, South East Inshore and 
South West Inshore and Offshore mEnglish marine plans. These will set out how 
the UK Marine Policy Statement will be implemented in these plan areas. 

The marine plans will be subject to an integrated Sustainability Appraisal (hereafter 
referred to as SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in line with the 
requirements of Statutory Instrument 2004 No. 1633: The Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.   

A SA scoping report has been produced which provides baseline information on the 
environmental, social and economic characteristics of the marine plan areas.  This 
map annex forms part of that scoping report and has been prepared by Ramboll 
Environ, Marine Planning Consultants and ClearLead Consulting Ltd on behalf of the 
MMO.   

If you have any queries relating to this report or the marine planning process, please 
contact the Marine Planning Team planning@marinemanagement.org.uk  

This annex includes a selection of mapped data that helps to set the context for the 
SA, helps readers to interpret the baseline database and will also be used to inform 
the appraisal of the marine plans.  The maps that have been produced are a sample 
of the range of maps that are available from the MMO and other sources. Please 
note that this Annex is not meant to be comprehensive.  The MMO (and others) hold 
a large amount of mapped data.  The MMO data is outlined in the Master Data 
Register and within the Marine Planning Evidence Base. Because of the availability 
of the Marine Planning Evidence Base (which is kept updated and is publicly 
available) it has not been necessary to reproduce comprehensive baseline maps for 
the SA scoping report.   

mailto:planning@marinemanagement.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/master-data-register
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/master-data-register
http://mis.marinemanagement.org.uk/marine-planning-evidence-base
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Figure 1.1: Marine Plan Areas

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. GSHHG is distributed
under the GNU Lesser General Public License.  Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

Marine Plan Areas
1 - North East inshore
2 - North East offshore
3 - East inshore (not
included as part of this
report)
4 - East offshore (not
included as part of this
report)
5 - South East inshore
6 - South inshore (not
included as part of this
report)
7 - South offshore (not
included as part of this
report)
8 - South West inshore
9 - South West offshore
10 - North West inshore
11 - North West offshore



Figure 1.2: Heritage Assets

Marine Plan Areas
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Heritage Coast
Protected Wreck
World Heritage Site

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

© Historic England 2016. © Natural England copyright 2016. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016. Contains public sector information
licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General
Public License.



Figure 3.1: National Character Areas

Marine Plan Areas
For maps and descriptions of the National Character Areas see 
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/587130

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

© Natural England copyright 2016. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016.  Contains public sector information licensed under the Open
Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU
Lesser General Public License.
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Fig u re  3.2: Se a sca pe  Ch a ra cte risa tion Are a s (inclu de d a s a n e xa m ple  –
th is re fe rs to th e  Ea st Pla n a re a  a nd Sou th  Pla n a re a )

Ma rine  Pla n Are a s
Seascape Character Areas

1 - Dog g e r Ba nk
2 - Dog g e r De e p Wa te r Ch a nne l
3 - Ea st Midla nds Offsh ore  Ga s Fie lds
4 - Ea st Ang lia n Sh ipping  Wa te rs
5 - Holde rne ss Coa sta l Wa te rs
6 - Hu m b e r Wa te rs
7 - Ea st Midla nds Coa sta l Wa te rs
8 - Th e  Wa sh
9 - N orfolk Coa sta l Wa te rs
10 - Su ffolk Coa sta l Wa te rs
11 - Ju ra ssic Coa sta l Wa te rs

12 - MCA 1 - Lym e  Bay (We st)
13 - MCA 2 - Lym e  Bay (Ea st)
14 - MCA 3 - Portla nd, We ym ou th  Bay a nd Lu lworth  Ba nks
15 - MCA 4 - Poole  a nd Ch ristch u rch  Bays
16 - MCA 5 - Th e  Sole nt
17 - MCA 6 - Sou th  Wig h t
18 - MCA 7 - Se lse y Bill to Se a ford He a d
19 - MCA 8 - Sou th  Downs Ma ritim e
20 - MCA 9 - Ea stb ou rne , Pe ve nse y & Rye  Bays
21 - MCA 10 - Du ng e ne ss, Hyth e  a nd Ea st We a r Bays
22 - MCA 11 - Dove r Stra it Insh ore  Wa te rs
23 - MCA 12 - Eng lish  Ch a nne l/Dove r Stra it
24 - MCA 13 - Eng lish  Ch a nne l (Ce ntra l)
25 - MCA 14 - Eng lish  Ch a nne l (We st) & th e  Wig h t-Ba rfle u r Re e f

Conta ins pu b lic se ctor inform a tion lice nse d u nde r th e  Ope n Gove rnm e nt Lice nce  v3.0. Re produ ce d with  pe rm ission of Ma rine  Ma na g e m e nt Org a nisa tion a nd N a tu ra l Eng la nd.
Conta ins Ordna nce  Su rve y Ope n Da ta . GSHHG is distrib u te d u nde r th e  GN U Le sse r Ge ne ra l Pu b lic Lice nse .

Coordina te  Syste m : GCS ETRS 1989   N ot to b e  u se d for na vig a tion.



Figure 4.1: Water Framework Directive Coastal Waterbodies
and Transitional Waterbodies

Marine Plan Areas
WFD - Coastal Waterbodies
Transitional (Estuarine) Waterbodies

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation and the Environment
Agency. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.
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Figure 5.1: Ports

Marine Plan Areas
!( UK Major Ports Group Ports
!( 2014 Ports (MMO)

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved 2011. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine
Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.



Figure 8.1: UK Fishing Effort

Marine Plan Areas
UK Fishing Activity for >= 15m Vessels 2014
Effort in KW hours (calculated by multiplying the
time associated with each VMS report in hours by
the engine power of the vessel concerned at the
time of the activity).

0 - 1000
1001 - 2000
2001 - 4000
4001 - 8000
8001 - 16000
16001 - 32000
32001 - 64000
64001 - 128000
128001 - 246000
246001 - 492000

©Marine Management Organisation. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management
Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.



Figure 8.2: Area Between In ternational Maritim e Organisation 
Routeing Areas (in c luded as an exam ple – this refers to the 
South Plan area)

Marine Plan Areas
Area Between IMO Routeing Areas 

Con tains public sec tor in form ation  licensed un der the Open Govern m en t Licen c e v3.0. Reproduced with perm ission of Marin e Man agem en t Organisation . Con tains Ordnan ce
Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed un der the GNU Lesser Gen eral Public License.

Coordinate System : GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for n avigation.



Figure 8.3: Current Aquaculture Potential and Mussel Farm 
Lease Sites (included as an example – this refers to the East Plan area 
and a small portion of the South Plan area) 

Marine Plan Areas
Current Aquaculture
Potential

Current
Near Future
Future
Mussel Farm Lease
Sites

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance
Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License.



Figure 8.4: Shellfisheries Bivalve Classification

Bivalve Classification produced by the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science, Weymouth Laboratory. Contains public sector information licensed under the
Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the
GNU Lesser General Public License.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

For detailed maps see
https://www.cefas.co.uk/cefas-
data-hub/food-
safety/classification-and-
microbiological-
monitoring/england-and-wales-
classification-and-
monitoring/classification-zone-
maps/

Marine Plan
Bivalve Classification

Class A
Class B
Class C
Prohibited
Long Term Class B
Seasonal Class B/C



Figure 9.1: Seabird Winter Density

Marine Plan Areas
Seabird Winter Density
Per 3km by 3km Grid Cell.
Based on data gathered
1979 to 2011.

0 - 5
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11 - 20
21 - 30
31 - 40
41 - 50
51 - 100
101 - 250
251 - 400
> 400

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation, Natural England, WWT
Consulting, Joint Nature Conservation Committee and Department of Energy and Climate Change. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.



Figure 9.2: Seabird Summer Density

Marine Plan Areas
Seabird Summer Density
Per 3km by 3km Grid Cell.
Based on data gathered
1979 to 2011.

0 - 5
6 - 10
11 - 20
21 - 30
31 - 40
41 - 50
51 - 100
101 - 250
251 - 400
> 400

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation, Natural England, WWT
Consulting, Joint Nature Conservation Committee and Department of Energy and Climate Change. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License.



Marine Plan Areas
Important Bird Area

Data reproduced with the permission of RSPB. © Crown Copyright. Ordnance Survey licence number 100021787 (2016). Contains public sector information licensed under the
Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the
GNU Lesser General Public License.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

Figure 9.3: Royal Society for the Protection of Birds -
Important Bird Areas



Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

Figure 9.4: Marine Protected Areas

Marine Plan Areas
Marine Protected Areas (Includes RAMSAR,
OSPAR MPAs, Marine Conservation Zones,
SPAs and SACs with marine components)

© Natural England copyright. Contains Ordnance Survey data. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Scottish Natural Heritage (100017908), Countryside Council for Wales
(100018813), Cyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru (100018813), Northern Ireland Environment Agency,Joint Nature Conservation Committee Support Co (100017955) 2016. Contains
public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey
Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License.



25

2

3

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
13

14

15

19

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

26

27
28

4

1

Figure 9.5: Important Bass Nursery Areas in Marine Plan
Areas

Marine Plan Areas
Important Bass Nursery Areas in Marine Plan Areas

1 - Blyth Power Station
2 - Bradwell Power Station Outfall
3 - Chichester Harbour
4 - Dungeness
5 - Fal Estuary
7 - Grain Power Station Outfall
8 - Helford River
9 - Heysham Power Station Outfall
10 - Kingsnorth Power Station Outfall
11 - Langstone Harbour
12 - Percuil River
14 - Poole Harbour
15 - Portsmouth Harbour
16 - River Avon, Devon
17 - River Camel
18 - River Dart
19 - River Dee
20 - River Exe, Devon
21 - River Fowey
22 - River Taw
23 - River Teign
24 - River Torridge
25 - River Yealm
26 - Salcombe Harbour
27 - Southampton Water
28 - The Fleet

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation and CEFAS. Contains
Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public License. © Crown copyright, 2016

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.



Figure 9.6: Grey seal average at-sea densities 
(seals per 5x5km)

Marine Plan Areas
Grey Seal (Halichoerus
grypus) at-sea estimated
usage (5km by 5km Cell).
Based on data gathered
1988 to 2012.

0 - 1
1 - 5
5 - 10
10 - 50
50 - 100
100 - 150
150+

Data from Grey and Harbour Seal Usage Maps report for Scottish Government 28/08/2013. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence
v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public
License. Sea Mammal Research Unit: Marine Mammal Scientific Support Research Programme MMSS/001/11, Grey and harbour seal usage maps, DOI: 10.7489/1672-1.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.



Figure 9.7: Grey seal average total at-sea and hauled-out 
densities (seals per 5x5km)

Marine Plan Areas
Grey seal (Halichoerus
grypus) total estimated
usage (5km by 5km Cell).
Based on data gathered
1988 to 2012.
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5 - 10
10 - 50
50 - 100
100 - 150
150+

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

Data from Grey and Harbour Seal Usage Maps report for Scottish Government 28/08/2013. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence
v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public
License. Sea Mammal Research Unit: Marine Mammal Scientific Support Research Programme MMSS/001/11, Grey and harbour seal usage maps, DOI: 10.7489/1672-1.



Figure 9.8: Harbour seal average at-sea usage 
(seals per 5x5km)

Marine Plan Areas
Harbour seal (Phoca
vitulina) at-sea estimated
usage (5km by 5km Cell).
Based on data gathered
1988 to 2012.
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100 - 150
150+

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.

Data from Grey and Harbour Seal Usage Maps report for Scottish Government 28/08/2013. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence
v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public
License. Sea Mammal Research Unit: Marine Mammal Scientific Support Research Programme MMSS/001/11, Grey and harbour seal usage maps, DOI: 10.7489/1672-1.



Figure 9.9: Harbour seal average total at-sea and hauled-out 
densities (seals per 5x5km)

Marine Plan Areas
Harbour seal (Phoca
vitulina) total estimated
usage (5km by 5km Cell).
Based on data gathered
1988 to 2012.
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10 - 50
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100 - 150
150+

Data from Grey and Harbour Seal Usage Maps report for Scottish Government 28/08/2013. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence
v3.0. Reproduced with permission of Marine Management Organisation. Contains Ordnance Survey Open Data. GSHHG is distributed under the GNU Lesser General Public
License. Sea Mammal Research Unit: Marine Mammal Scientific Support Research Programme MMSS/001/11, Grey and harbour seal usage maps, DOI: 10.7489/1672-1.

Coordinate System: GCS ETRS 1989   Not to be used for navigation.
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