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Bishop Auckland College provides a rich variety of routes relevant to the development of students’ citizenship skills. Some feature as a discrete element of the taught curriculum, while others are embedded within college life and the enrichment programme. 
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‘We view the development of citizenship skills as a fundamental thread running through all aspects of college life. A wealth of citizenship activities equip students with the knowledge, skills and confidence to make an active contribution to society, and provide a far broader and richer learning context than vocational skills development alone. Students contribute with passion and creativity to activities which help to develop a sense of social belonging in many young people who might otherwise remain at risk of exclusion from social value systems.’
Natalie Davison, Vice Principal and Director of Curriculum and Quality 
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Ofsted’s inspection in 2011 noted that students make a good contribution to the college and wider community through the curriculum-enrichment programmes. It reported how they highly value the citizenship certificates awarded by the college to recognise volunteers who work on community projects. 

Routes to citizenship 

A wide variety of routes relevant to the development of student’s citizenship skills are provided by the college. Some are discrete while others are linked to college life in general or its enrichment programme. These routes include: taking action through sport; a citizenship award promoting community cohesion; tutorials which tackle controversial social issues; and courses which deepen students’ knowledge of the workings of government. This approach successfully extends young people’s learning and adds to the relevance of their college experience. In differing ways, it promotes the development of students’:
· knowledge about the workings of local and national Government  

· skills to and desire to play an active and effective part in college and community life with confidence and conviction 

· views, attitudes, opinions and outlooks.
The citizenship award 
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The citizenship award publicly recognises contributions which students make to the quality of college and community life. The award is simple and straightforward in its approach and provides a platform for the college to acknowledge positive actions and contributions undertaken by individual students. Nominations have been received where students have, for example, been seen to support and make welcome vulnerable students, acted as mediators in difficult situations or have balanced caring roles at home with their college course. One sports diploma student received the award for responding to concerns expressed by young women about their reluctance to access sport. She researched the issue, arranged and now coaches a girls’ football group. In doing so she encouraged her peers to commit to regular physical activity. 

Taking action 
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A number of sports diploma students have embraced the Sport Makers 2012 Olympic legacy programme; a voluntary programme which aims to energise grass-roots sport. It requires students to make a pledge to take forward self-generated projects. The nature of the projects undertaken by students illustrates well how individuals have identified real needs and taken responsible action as a result. One student is supporting a friend injured in a motorbike crash to rehabilitate and a second is helping an arthritic relation regain mobility. In both cases, students give of their time, and use their sporting knowledge and links with statutory and community agencies. The personal initiative involved is key to its success. 

A knowledge base 

Underpinning knowledge about the working of society, taxation, local and central Government and the role of statutory and voluntary agencies strengthens student’s engagement within their communities. Ofsted’s national evidence however points to weaknesses in core knowledge among school and college students. The increasingly popular Diploma in Public Services tackles this issue by incorporating a ‘Citizenship, the Individual and Society’ unit which provides the content needed for Level 2 students to apply their knowledge and test their skills, attitudes and values in the context of public services. 

Tackling controversial issues 

The cross-college tutorial programme ensures that all students have access to a curriculum which incorporates citizenship, enterprise and health. The programme is also informed by local issues pertinent to students’ lives such as car-driving awareness, travel abroad and relationship abuse. Students are keen to engage in discussions about topical and, at times, controversial issues. The citizenship element of the programme uses short, well-chosen video prompts, on, for example, victims of crime, community and cultural tensions. This approach helps students reflect on how personal attitudes are shaped, how to hear and value alternative viewpoints and how to look to the causes and effects of challenging social issues. Student focus-group feedback about the programme included comments such as: ‘It made me realise how people can be heartless towards others’, ‘I make sure I act when I see something wrong’, and ‘It made me feel good about positive citizenship’.
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Bishop Auckland College is a medium-sized general further education college serving south-west Durham. The main site is in Bishop Auckland, a centre specialising in apprenticeships and construction is in Spennymoor, and there are several community-learning centres. After years of deindustrialisation, levels of worklessness in south-west Durham are high, with some pockets of severe deprivation. 
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Overview – the college’s message





 





The good practice in detail
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Are you thinking of putting these ideas into practice; or already doing something similar that could help other providers; or just interested? We'd welcome your views and ideas. Get in touch � HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ofstedgoodpractice" �here�.


To view other good practice examples, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice" �www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice�
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