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Introduction 
This document highlights the issues discussed at the Animal Health & Welfare Board for 
England meetings, the organisations engaged with and the activities of Board members 
between October 2015 to November 2016. 

 

A-Z of issues discussed during the report year 2015-16 
AHWBE Communications Stocktake 

AHWBE’s future vision and remit 

Animal Health Regulation 

Animal Welfare (including Welfare at Time of Killing) 

Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 

ARAMS and Equine database update and lessons learnt 

Aujeszky’s Disease Eradication Scheme 

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home – communications and media handling 

Better Regulation: Farm Visits Project 

Biosecurity Programme Office update 

Bluetongue update 

Bovine TB 

Breeding and sale of cats 

British Veterinary Association (BVA) Presentation – priorities in animal health and welfare 
looking ahead 

BVD Free campaign 

Canine and Feline Sector Group update 

Dangerous Dogs Act and future options 

Developing sector council engagement 

Devolved issues 
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Disruptive technologies  

Enforcement options going forward  

Equine disease surveillance  

EU Exit update  

Exotic Disease Compensation Review/insurance 

Farm Behaviours project 

Farming Regulation Task Force  implementation  Update 

Farming Strategy (25 year Food and Farming) presentation 

Farm Animal Welfare Committee (FAWC presentation): CCTV in Slaughterhouses 

Fish Health Inspectorate Presentation 

Greyhound Regulations review update 

Lancashire AI outbreak review 

Livestock Information Programme update 

RDPE and project funding update 

Sheep database and scoping a multi species database 

Smarter Rules for Safer Food Package 

Surveillance Governance Board 

Surveillance Governance 2014 

Technicians as part of the veterinary team working for Government & Livestock Farmers 

Unregulated Puppy Trade in England 

Use of veterinary medicines (antibiotics & anthelmintics) 

Veterinary Delivery Partnership Project (VDPP) and operational experiences 

Virology Department, APHA Weybridge - Presentation 
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Presentations to the Board from external interested 
parties 
 

Breeding and Sale of Cats – A presentation was given to the Board summarising the 
findings of the Canine and Feline Sectors Group’s preliminary research report in cat 
welfare issues arising from the breeding and sale of cats.  

British Veterinary Association (BVA): David Calpin (Chief Executive) and Gudrun 
Ravetz (President) presented an overview of the work of the BVA and informed the Board 
of its strategy and priorities going forward.  

Farm Behaviours Project: Dr Ruth Little, University of Sheffield and Alice Hamilton-
Webb, Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester presented an update on their social 
science research project and proposed next steps 

Farm Animal Welfare Committee (FAWC): Peter Jinman, Chair of the Farm Animal 
Welfare Committee presented a summary of the work of the Committee, including an 
overview of its Opinion published in February 2015 on the use of CCTV in 
slaughterhouses.  

Fish Health Inspectorate (FHI): Kevin Denham presented an overview of Fish Health 
Inspectorate’s functions, structure and activities.  

Unregulated Puppy Trade in England: David Bowles (RSPCA) and Claire Calder (Dogs 
Trust) presented to the Board the current scale of problems relating to the illegal puppy 
trade.  

Virology Department, APHA Weybridge: Professor Ian Brown presented an overview if 
his Department’s work, including how APHA virology science and expertise can best be 
applied to support the UK livestock industry and to build and enhance partnership working.   
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Organisations invited to the 2016 AGM 
Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (DairyCo, BPEX, EBLEX) 

Animal Health & Welfare Strategy Steering Group 

Assured Food Standards 

Blue Cross 

British Alpaca Society 

British Camelids Ltd 

British Cattle Veterinary Association 

British Egg Industry Council, Poultry Health & Welfare Group 

British Equestrian Federation 

British Equine Veterinary Association 

British Horse Society 

British Horse Industry Confederation  

British Poultry Council 

British Retail Consortium 

British Small Animal Veterinary Association 

British Trout Association 

British Veterinary Association 

British Veterinary Poultry Association 

British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) 

Cats Protection 

Country Land and Business Association 

Canine and Feline Sector Group 

Cattle Health and Welfare Council 

Companion Animal Sector Council  
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Dairyco  

Dairy UK  

DAERA 

Department of Health 

Dogs Trust  

Equine Sector Council 

Farm Animal Welfare Council 

Food Standards Agency 

GB Wildlife Disease Surveillance Partnership 

Goat Veterinary Society 

Harper Adams University 

Horse Trust 

Local Authority Animal Health and Welfare Panel 

Livestock Auctioneers Association 

National Beef Association 

National Farmers Union  

National Gamekeepers Association  

National Office of Animal Health  

National Pig Association  

National Sheep Association  

Natural England  

PDSA  

Pig Health and Welfare Council 

Pirbright Institute 

Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture Alliance (RUMA) 

Royal Agricultural University 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) 

Royal Veterinary College 

RSPCA 

Scottish Government  

SE Animal Health & Welfare Group 

Sheep Health and Welfare Council 

TB Eradication Advisory Group 

Tenant Farmers Association 

Tesco 

University of Nottingham 

University of Surrey 

Veterinary Medicines Directorate 

Welsh Government 

Which 

World Horse Welfare 
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Board Member Engagements October 2015 to 
November 2016 
The information below lists Board member engagements chronologically and is intended to 
give an indication rather than a complete picture of the Board’s work 

 
5 Oct 2015     Sheep Health & Welfare Group (SHAWG) meeting – Stoneleigh 

8/9 Oct 2015  Somerset ENPA & TB 

20 Oct 2015  Chair’s Keynote Speech on bTB eradication- Westminster Briefing 

27 Oct 2015  Sector Council George Eustice: Puppy Farming Initiative meeting 

3 Nov 2015  Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture Alliance (RUMA)-VMD 
conference (London) Meeting Rebecca Pow, Co - Chair AGPAW  

18 Nov 2015   Meeting Prof Malcolm Bennett , TB diagnostics  

24 Nov 2015   Visit to Moredun Institute, Edinburgh  

25 Nov 2015  Defra Farmer Behaviour project steering group meeting, All Party 
Parliamentary Group for Agriculture (AGPAW) Dog Conference 

26 Nov 2015   Poultry event, York  

30 Nov 2015   Companion Animal Sector Council meeting  

3 Dec 2015   Meeting Tim Bennett (FSA Chair) 

7 Dec 2015 Meeting David Calpin and Sean Wensley of British Veterinary 
Association (BVA)  

8 Dec 2015  National Sheep Association Technical Group meeting  

  APHA 150 years event  

  British Poultry Council (BPC) Awards, House of Commons 

  Companion Animal Sector Council (CASC) /APGAW meeting 

14 Dec 2015  Meeting at Battersea Dogs and Cats Home  

15 Dec 2015   Sector Chairs Meeting Lord Deben (rendering industry) 

16 Dec 2015   Olympia Horse Show  

18 Dec 2015   Equine Sector Council meeting  
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8 Jan 2016   Pet Industry Federation, Bedford  

11 Jan 2016  Exotic disease insurance meeting at NFU Mutual, Stafford 

13 Jan 2016  Pig surveillance meeting at AHDB Stoneleigh 

14 Jan 2016  National Fallen Stock Company (NFSCo) meeting (Scotland) 

19 Jan 2016  AHWBE Board meeting 

20 Jan 2016  Consultation on Animal Establishment Licences meeting  

22 Jan 2016  NFSCo meeting (Peterborough) 

26 Jan 2016 Tropical Marine Centre (TMC) Chorleywood Pet Industry Federation 
(PIF) / Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association (OATA) 

27 Jan 2016 CPD event on Best Practice Antimicrobial use in Pigs (University of 
London) 

27/28 Jan 2016 NFSCo Board England meeting 

29 Jan 2016  NFSCo surveillance conference 

1 Feb 2016  Animal Health and Welfare Four Chairs meeting (Cardiff) 

2 Feb 2016  Consultation on Animal Establishment Licences meeting (Defra) 

Sector Councils discussion meeting (Defra) 

3 Feb 2016  Red Tape Challenge Stakeholder meeting (Defra) 

8  Feb 2016  RDP initiatives meeting  

Pet Industry meeting in Harlow 

9 Feb 2016  APAGW meeting 

10 Feb 2016  FSA seminar - Cardiff 

11/12 Feb 2016 Meeting with TB, EID and Exmoor stakeholders  

15 Feb 2016 Surveillance Governance Board progress meeting with Dirk Pfeiffer 
and Pred Hughes  

18 Feb 2016  TBEAG 
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23  Feb 2016 Non- Executive Director meetings with policy lead counterparts 
(Defra) 

23 /24 Feb 2016 NFU Annual Conference (Birmingham) 

25 Feb 2016  Biosecurity Behavioural Insights work meeting  

Briefing Minister for NEF meeting 

26 Feb 2016  Defra/ National Office of Animal Health (NOAH) meeting 

29 Feb 2016  AMR workshop (Defra) 

2 March 2016 LGC HTS Animal Diagnostic & Genomic testing visit- Hemel 
Hempstead 

3 March 2016 National Equine Forum 

8 March 2016 Post Surveillance Wash-up Meeting 

9 March 2016 EU Animal Health Regulation - AHWBE Sub group meeting 

22 March 2016 World Horse Welfare meeting 

23 March 2016 BVA Board meeting (London) 

2 April 2016  Meeting with Tim Bennett, FSA 

5 April 2016  AHWBE Board meeting 

European Antibiotic Awareness Day (EAAD) call 

12 April 2016  Livestock movements meeting 

13 April 2016  Livestock user research meeting with Chris Harvey, NE (Defra) 

18 April 2016  Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR) Coordination meeting (Defra) 

British Poultry Council meeting with George Eustice 

26 May 2016  Somerset TB & EID meeting 

27 April 2016  Research priorities meeting (Defra) 

Introductory meeting with Dr Marc Cooper, RSPCA  

Meeting with CLA President (London) 

28 April 2016  TBEAG meeting 

13 May 2016  Royal Windsor Horse Show stakeholder meeting 
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16 May 2016  Meeting with John Seglias (multi species database) 

19 May 2016  Stewart Houston attending VMD/AMR/pig industry meeting (Defra) 

24 May 2016 AHWBE/VMD research priorities meeting NED 1:1 meetings with 
Defra/APHA policy lead counterparts 

25 May 2016  Sector Council meeting 

3 June 2016  Sheepwatch UK 

6 June 2016  Research priorities meeting with Dr Kath Webster, APHA 

18 June 2016 Federation of British Herpetologists Conference 

20 June 2016 TB Strategy Implementation Group meeting (Defra) 

23 June 2016 TBEAG meeting 

24 June 2016 Equine Welfare Council meeting 

Equine Sector Council Meeting 

27 June 2016 City of London Licensing Meeting 

28 June 2016 Livestock movements meeting 

5 July 2016  Meeting at Battersea Dogs and Cats home 

CLA President meeting 

6 July 2016  Regulatory Policy Sounding Board Meeting  

7/8 July 2016  BVD event (Birmingham) 

British Equestrian Federation event, Abbey Park  

Sheep Health & Welfare Group meeting, Stoneleigh 

12 July 2016  Horse Trust meeting 

19 July 2016  AHWBE Board meeting 

25 July 2016  Equine Sector Council 

03 August 2016 Introductory meeting with Lord Gardiner 

17 August 2016 Animal Health & Welfare Strategy going forward meeting 

22 August 2016 RDPE Animal Health & Welfare Integrated Project  
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23 August 2016 TBEAG 

5 Sept 2016  Equine Bio-security meeting 

7 Sept 2016  Battersea dogs & cats home 

12 Sept 2016  Multi Species Database Meeting 

Non-Executive Director (NED) 1:1 meetings with Defra/APHA policy 
lead counterparts 

13 Sept 2016  AMR follow up meeting  

21 Sept 2016  Animal Health and Welfare Four Chairs Meeting, Edinburgh  

30 Sept 2016  NOAH meeting Enfield 

04 Oct 2016  AHWBE Board Meeting 

24 Oct2016              AHWBE non-executive Board members at Sector Council Meeting 

25 Oct 2016  Equine Bio-security summit 

Emergencies forum 

15 Nov 2016  NED  1:1 meetings with Defra/APHA policy lead counterparts  

17 Nov 2016  NOAH meeting (Enfield) 
Meeting Barney Kay, Tesco 

22 Nov 2016  AHWBE AGM and Networking event 
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