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Personal independence payments were introduced to be a more modern and 
dynamic benefit to help to cover the extra costs faced by disabled people, something 
its predecessor benefit, the disability living allowance, did not do. PIP is designed to 
focus support on those with the greatest need and we have seen that working. For 
example, 22% of claimants are receiving the highest level of support, compared to 
16% under the predecessor benefit DLA. 

 

Before Christmas, the Government held a consultation on how part of the PIP 
assessment worked in relation to aids and appliances. As the Prime Minister 
indicated on Friday, I can tell the House that we will not be going ahead with the 
changes to PIP that had been put forward. I am absolutely clear that a 
compassionate and fair welfare system should not just be about numbers; behind 
every statistic there is a human being, and perhaps sometimes in government we 
forget that. So I can also confirm that after discussing this over the weekend with my 
right hon. Friends the Prime Minister and the Chancellor, we have no further plans to 
make welfare savings beyond the very substantial savings legislated for by 
Parliament two weeks ago, which we will now focus on implementing. 

 

Read the full statement in Hansard 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160321/debtext/16
0321-0002.htm#16032113000264 
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