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Our ref: RFI 8176 
 
7 April 2016 

 
Dear  
 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION: Bovine TB testing in cattle 
 
Thank you for your request for information, which we received on 8 March 2016, 
requesting the number of interferon-gamma tests carried out between 2009 and 2015. We 
have handled your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 
 
The information you have requested is enclosed as Annex A. 
 
Information disclosed in response to this FOIA request is releasable to the public.  In 
keeping with the spirit and effect of the FOIA and the government’s Transparency Agenda, 
this letter and the information disclosed to you may be placed on GOV.UK, together with 
any related information that will provide a key to its wider context.  No information 
identifying you will be placed on the GOV.UK website. 
 
We attach Annex B, which explains the copyright that applies to the information being 
released to you. 
 
We also attach Annex C giving contact details should you be unhappy with the service you 
have received. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter please contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

  
Information Rights Team  
InformationRequests@defra.gsi.gov.uk  

http://www.gov.uk/defra
http://www.gov.uk/
mailto:InformationRequests@defra.gsi.gov.uk


 

ANNEX A 
 
Requested Information 
 
The information you have requested is set out in tables 1 to 5, below. 

The data in the tables have been derived from an internal trawl of raw data held by the Animal Plant and Health Agency (APHA) and 

extracted on 14 March 2016 for the purposes of answering your request. 

 
 
Table 1: Number of gamma-interferon tests carried out between 2009 and 2015 in England 
 

 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

Number of tests 18,383 16,274 16,131 26,117 34,096 65,536 74,509 251,046 

 
 
Table 2: Number of gamma-interferon tests carried out between 2009 and 2015 in counties located wholly in the High Risk Area 

 

County 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

N. Somerset & S. Glous (AVON) 26 662 15 27 36 1,174 783 2,723 

Cornwall (and Isles of Scilly) 202 10 - 1 176 6 391 786 

Devon 349 313 150 402 196 912 832 3,154 

Dorset 1,516 - 36 205 439 46 - 2,242 

Gloucestershire 224 - - 164 75 60 433 956 

Herefordshire 64 8 2 21 103 - 136 334 

Shropshire 203 342 421 350 983 - 2,416 4,715 

Staffordshire 251 498 - - 120 1,433 239 2,541 

Somerset (excluding North) 1,296 - - 31 1,828 266 117 3,538 

Wiltshire 690 25 106 - 12 2 120 955 

Worcestershire 142 30 - - 35 321 70 598 

West Midlands 30 - - - - - - 30 



 
 
 
 
 
Table 3: Number of gamma-interferon tests carried out between 2009 and 2015 in counties located wholly in the Edge Area 

 
County 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

Berkshire - - 1,056 1,335 1,119 2,339 5,943 11,792 

Buckinghamshire 899 189 627 1,284 2,367 2,588 1,621 9,575 

Hampshire 133 789 1,002 450 655 4,509 5,858 13,396 

Leicestershire and Rutland 2,571 586 695 3,868 1,777 4,719 6,940 21,156 

Northamptonshire 1,191 356 - 644 794 689 3,015 6,689 

Nottinghamshire 962 - 988 374 1,277 2,500 912 7,013 

 
 
 
Table 4: Number of gamma-interferon tests carried out between 2009 and 2015 in counties located partly in the Edge Area and partly in the High Risk 
Area 

 

County 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

Cheshire 395 847 2,637 5,520 3,395 19,330 15,913 48,037 

Derbyshire 206 214 787 4,410 1,952 2,253 2,325 12,147 

East Sussex 10 - 26 175 621 785 2,171 3,788 

Oxfordshire 1,830 175 764 1,104 4,529 7,557 6,873 22,832 

Warwickshire 846 - 288 149 - 6,159 6,026 13,468 

 



 
 
Table 5: Number of gamma-interferon tests carried out between 2009 and 2015 in counties located wholly in the Low Risk Area 

 
County 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

Bedfordshire - - - - - - 331 331 

Cambridgeshire 6 566 - 40 - 28 - 640 

Cumbria 106 832 1,048 257 1,947 1,064 1,948 7,202 

Durham - 248 423 - 1,063 169 166 2,069 

Essex - 609 - 62 239 - 1,041 1,951 

Greater Manchester - - 20 60 377 - 235 692 

Hertfordshire 1 59 - 6 768 439 10 1,283 

Isle of Wight - 81 - - 221 - - 302 

Kent 91 5 815 41 - - - 952 

Lancashire 739 3,668 702 579 2,612 2,094 1,733 12,127 

Lincolnshire 1,072 - 184 44 119 1,550 2,288 5,257 

Merseyside - - 19 53 - 34 - 106 

Northumberland 48 2 1,383 665 - 204 - 2,302 

Norfolk 382 2,619 56 23 616 75 427 4,198 

Surrey 401 620 - - 188 - - 1,209 

Suffolk 180 - - - - 38 3 221 

West Sussex 73 453 55 - - 521 847 1,949 

Yorkshire 1,248 1,468 1,826 3,773 3,457 1,672 2,346 15,790 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Annex B 
 
Copyright 
 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright. You are free to 
use it for your own purposes, including for private study and non-commercial research, 
and for any other purpose authorised by an exception in current copyright law. Documents 
(except photographs or logos) can be also used in the UK without requiring permission for 
the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use, for example commercial publication, 
would require the permission of the copyright holder.  
 
Most documents produced by Defra will be protected by Crown Copyright.  Most Crown 
copyright information can be re-used under the Open Government Licence. For 
information about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright information please see 
The National Archives website.  
 
Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party. For information about obtaining 
permission from a third party see the Intellectual Property Office’s website. 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
 
Annex C 
 
Complaints 
 
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request you may 
make a complaint or appeal against our decision under section 17(7) of the FOIA or under 
regulation 18 of the EIRs, as applicable, within 40 working days of the date of this letter. 
Please write to  Head of Information Rights, Area 4C, Nobel House, 17 Smith 
Square, London, SW1P 3JR (email: InformationRequests@defra.gsi.gov.uk) and he will 
arrange for an internal review of your case.  Details of Defra’s complaints procedure are on 
our website. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, section 50 of the FOIA and 
regulation 18 of the EIRs gives you the right to apply directly to the Information 
Commissioner for a decision. Please note that generally the Information Commissioner 
cannot make a decision unless you have first exhausted Defra’s own complaints 
procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-framework.htm
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/
mailto:InformationRequests@defra.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/contacts/complaints/



