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History thrives at Cape Cornwall School. Students develop excellent understanding of their local heritage and the area in which they live through regular, high-quality opportunities to study local history. They understand the importance and relevance of history with the result that take-up at Key Stage 4 is well above average. This case study describes four key components which underpin the subject’s success at the school. 
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‘Staff in the history department are relentless in their pursuit of excellence. It’s the commitment they get from the students, the ‘buy-in’, that helps explain their success. There isn’t a bad word said about history as a subject and it’s one of the most popular options in the school. A key reason for its success is the number of opportunities for students to apply what they have learned through the experiences they are offered on visits to sites in the locality and when visitors come to give first-hand evidence about the past. Students build a real understanding of the local area and its heritage.’
Mrs J Nash, Headteacher

[image: image4]
History is a popular subject in this school and the majority of students choose to study it as one of their GCSE courses. Students are highly successful in history; they make outstanding progress and achieve exceptionally well. Attainment in GCSE examinations has been consistently well above average for several years with an impressive increase in the proportion of students obtaining A* and A grades. 

History is taught by two teachers who share:

· a deep commitment to the subject

· a passion for its contribution to students’ sense of their own identity

a dedication to improving standards. 
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Not only do students report how much they enjoy their work in history, they readily recognise its value, noting the central role of ‘understanding how things happen, and why they happened’. Many would agree with one student who said, ‘It’s a subject I really want to learn about’. 
A clear vision of history’s role in enriching students’ understanding of their local heritage and the importance of the area in the past has been established. Students’ growing understanding of the area’s role in national and international events and its changing fortunes provides a context within which they can set their awareness of the economic challenges faced by the far south west in recent decades. In this way, the school explores national and international issues from the local perspective and vice-versa in that the local perspective is used to exemplify national and international issues. As Tim Garland, head of history, emphasises, activities ‘tap into students’ own backgrounds and especially the time when Cornwall was a world leader in mining’. 

Beyond this clear vision for the subject, four key features explain how the department has so successfully placed the study of the locality at the centre of its work and contributed so significantly to students’ sense of identity.

1. A distinctive curriculum that frequently focuses on the locality 
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The Key Stage 3 curriculum maximises opportunities for local history to enrich, consolidate and develop students’ historical knowledge, understanding and thinking.

In Year 7, students explore myths and legends in conjunction with a local storyteller and the English department, and evaluate the reliability of such accounts of the past. They investigate a local Norman castle as part of their work on ‘what have the Normans done for us?’ and study the evidence the Normans have left behind. As part of their work on ‘who are the British?’ students explore Cornish settlement patterns and place names. 
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The Year 8 curriculum focuses on Cornwall’s part in the English Civil War and also includes a major unit on Cornish mining and migration to mining areas in the United States, South Africa and Australia. Links have been established with a school in the ‘Little Cornwall’ district in Moonta, South Australia. The district celebrates a biennial Cornish festival, the ‘Kernewek Lowender’. Students at Cape Cornwall communicate by email with their counterparts in Moonta and exchange information about Cornish culture and customs. 

In Year 9, students investigate how people’s experiences of the Second World War varied, drawing on oral testimony from local residents. Year 11 students study Cornish mining as a major component of their GCSE course, focusing on the Levant Mine which is just a few miles from the school. Many students have family connections with tin mining. Another local mine, Geevor, only ceased to be worked in 1991. As one student put it, ‘I was able to connect with history more because of this personal link’.

2. Providing a wealth of historical source material

Teachers have gone to considerable lengths over several years to find and exploit the available repositories of source material. Such is their dedication and enthusiasm that this has often involved time at half term or in school holidays poring over collections of documents in various archives and museums. They have gathered an array of visual and textual sources prior to compiling packs of resources for use in school. 


3. Exploiting every opportunity for enrichment

The history department places great emphasis on providing students with enrichment opportunities, including visits to museums and sites of historical importance. These opportunities extend across the school and are focused on encouraging students to challenge and reshape their own thinking in the light of knowledge and understanding gleaned from this exposure to a different type of evidence. 

A key feature of the work in relation to learning outside the classroom is an alertness to any opportunity that presents itself for students to work collaboratively to explore Cornish history.



Successful partnership working is complemented by creative approaches to raising the profile of local history beyond lessons. 


4. Creating cross-curricular approaches to learning

The history department is highly effective at exploiting links with other departments. This enriches and extends students’ understanding and emphasises the centrality of the subject in enabling them to develop a strong sense of identity and high self-esteem. It also means that history permeates much more of students’ learning than simply what takes place in subject lessons and homework.
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Cape Cornwall is a small secondary school that serves students aged 11–16 who live in a rural area in the far west of Cornwall. It is the most westerly secondary school in mainland England. Almost all students are of White British or White Cornish ethnicity. The proportions of disabled students and those who have special educational needs and those known to be eligible for free school meals are above average. The school has specialist status for the arts and holds the Artsmark Gold Award. 

Making the most of local history: Cape Cornwall School
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The good practice in detail





 





In Year 8 students investigate emigration from Cornwall in the nineteenth century and GCSE students research the Levant Mine disaster of 1919. In this work they make extensive use of the pictorial and textual resources available in the county. For example, they use the resources of the Royal Cornwall Museum which has a valuable and extensive collection of photographs of Cornish mining, while Cornwall Record Office provides employment records and census material. The Cornish Studies Library holds a wide-ranging collection, including local newspapers that have also been used extensively in school, as have the archives of such newspapers as the ‘West Briton’. In addition, the local studies’ sections of nearby libraries are used well and the school’s own library has a valuable collection of materials. 





Year 7 students investigating ‘what have the Normans done for us’, visit Restormel Castle where they explore how a small garrison could dominate the local area and examine the physical evidence in some detail. Visiting Pendennis Castle provides an opportunity for Year 8 students to investigate Cornwall’s role in the English Civil War within their enquiry on ‘why the English killed their King’, including the area’s support for the King, and involves an input from a local specialist as well as interactive workshops. The visit to Geevor mine offers a context for Year 8 students to study Cornish mining and to undertake the enquiry, ‘why did the Cornish emigrate in the second half of the nineteenth century?’ In Year 11, students visit Geevor again to make comparisons with the Levant mine nearby that is the focus of their controlled assessment.





The ‘Sacred Cornwall’ project was developed by the Royal Cornwall Museum, Cornwall Record Office and Truro Cathedral and is targeted at ‘gifted and talented’ students. It involves a competition with a day of investigation and the presentation of findings about the Civil War in the county. The cathedral provides access to a series of artefacts and memorials, including a board from Charles I thanking Cornish people for their loyalty. The museum provides everyday artefacts while the record office contributes contemporary correspondence. Fifteen Year 8 students from Cape Cornwall won the competition last year and fed back their findings to all Year 8 history groups in the school.





Another example involved a local proposal to erect a statue of a miner to commemorate Cornwall’s mining history. The history department worked closely with the member of staff leading on ‘student voice’. Some students in each of Years 7 to 10 were keen to get involved because they appreciate the importance of Cornwall’s mining heritage from their work in history. Students presented the possible sites in assembly which were discussed further in history classes. Students eventually organised a vote in the school community and also took the ballot boxes into the community to involve local people. A site was chosen and, after some funding challenges, the statue is soon to be erected.





Designed to focus on the contribution of Cornish people to national or international developments, the ‘greatest ever Cornish person’ event was launched in assembly and then discussed in each history class. While all year groups’ interest was aroused and names were put forward, Year 10 took the lead. All members of the school community had the opportunity to vote for a shortlist of names. Although well-known figures were included, such as Humphrey Davy, Richard Trevithick and Michael An Gof, other less famous individuals were also involved. The winner was Rick Rescorla, a Cornishman who, in the words of one student, ‘showed courage in the face of unimaginable catastrophe and who gave his life to save others’ in the attack on the Twin Towers in New York in 2001.





A collaborative approach was adopted in Year 7 with the science and English departments in response to an idea suggested by Geevor Mine. Alongside a science focus on power, in history students explored aspects of life in St Just, where the school is located, in the 19th century and this laid solid foundations for work on Cornish migration in Year 8. They also benefited from opportunities to write poems in English about life in mining communities.





In the ‘Sacred sights’ project history staff worked in partnership with the school photography department, the photography department of University College Falmouth and Truro Cathedral. Students in Years 10 and 11 who studied history and photography investigated the sacred sites of west Cornwall, including Gwennap Pit where John Wesley preached on 18 occasions between 1762 and 1789, as well as churches like Sancreed and St Uny. Students gained a deeper understanding of some of the many saints embedded in Cornish history as well as of the strength of Methodism in this region. As one said, ‘the teachers always try to tie [history] back to Cornwall in some way so it’s more relevant to your life’.





The school’s background





 





Are you thinking of putting these ideas into practice; or already doing something similar that could help other providers; or just interested? We'd welcome your views and ideas. Get in touch � HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ofstedgoodpractice" �here�.


To view other good practice examples, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice" �www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice�
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