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	1 Assessment of Long-Term Options
	1.1.1 This document provides information on the Long-term options examined by the Airports Commission (AC) for proposals received from both organisations and private individuals. It presents how the AC examined alternatives to decide on a short-list o...
	1.1.2 The Habitats Directive requires that where the assessment undertaken in accordance with Article 6(3) produces findings that are negative or uncertain, then the plan maker must consider whether there are alternative solutions for delivering the a...
	1.1.3 The alternatives test is carried out in order to determine whether there are any other feasible ways to deliver the overall objective of the project which would be less damaging to the integrity of European sites. An alternative solution is one ...
	1.1.4 Defra guidance on Article 6(4)1F  outlines that:
	‘‘The consideration of alternatives should be limited to options which are financially, legally and technically feasible. An alternative should not be ruled out simply because it would cause greater inconvenience or cost to the applicant. However, the...
	1.1.5 The consideration of alternatives should also be limited to options which would be less damaging to the affected site(s) or to any other site(s) that could be affected by a given alternative. If the competent authority decides that there are fea...
	1.1.6 The AC engaged in three sifts used to identify proposals which would not merit more detailed assessment and could be removed from consideration. This was in order to develop a short-list of the long-term options. This sifting was based on the AC...
	1.1.7 This document undertakes further consideration of the proposals in relation to the requirements of the Habitat Regulations, and through utilisation of the principles set out in Defra guidance on Article 6(4) above.
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	1.1.9 This document does not replicate or reproduce previous work completed and published by the AC.  Further details on the AC considerations can be found through the referenced materials in this document.
	1.2 Long-term options
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	1.2.2 The following tables present the long-term options proposed, along with the AC’s justification for sifting the proposals. The tables also display the reason that the proposals could reasonably be ruled out in relation to the requirements of the ...
	1.2.3 The first sift was based on high-level information provided in relation to each proposal. The remaining proposals for the second sift were considered further, with more developed information. The proposals remaining after the two sifts went forw...
	1.2.4 The AC initially sifted proposals out on the basis of:
	1.2.5 The proposals sifted during the first sift are presented in Tables 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4. Tables 1.1-1.3 display those proposals sifted out for reasons a-c set out in the sifting criteria above.
	1.2.6 Of the proposals received, ten suggested surface transport alternatives to make better use of the UK’s current infrastructure. The AC decided to combine elements of the ten surface transport proposals to create three templates (proposals) which ...
	1.2.7 The remaining proposals not included within Tables 1.1-4.1, which the AC did not sift out during the first sift and which were therefore taken forward to the second sift, are listed in Table 1.5.
	1.2.8 The second sift of proposals was undertaken by the AC using a second, more detailed set of criteria which are listed below. This second sift developed the information considered by independently analysing the proposals according to a consistent ...
	1.2.9 The Commission reviewed the proposals and decided to combine elements of the inner Estuary proposals from Foster and Partners, the International Aviation Advisory Group, Metrotidal Limited and Transport for London into one package. In addition, ...
	1.2.10 The final sift assessed the remaining eight proposals, listed in Table 1.8 and 1.9, in more detail and additional work was carried out including20F :
	1.2.11 A list of long-term alternatives sifted out during the final sift are presented within Table 1.8. These proposals were sifted by the Commission, supported by the additional work carried out, for not meeting a number of the sift criteria listed ...



