
Heathrow Northwest Runway: 
Connectivity

Heathrow will become even better connected with more daily long and short-haul 
destinations, more seats on domestic routes, and greatly improved road and rail 
services.
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Connectivity

• 
Heathrow, with an extra 16 million long haul seats for passengers travelling from UK airports 
in 2040.

• Following expansion, Heathrow says it could add six more domestic UK routes by 2030. 

more regional airports such as Liverpool, Newquay and Durham Tees Valley. 

Transport Links

• An expanded Heathrow will be served by High Speed 2 (by 2026) via an interchange at Old 
Oak Common and Crossrail (by 2018), linking Heathrow to the north and more points in the 
heart of London: the City, Canary Wharf and East London.  

• Transport for London also plans to increase capacity and upgrade trains on the Piccadilly 
line. 

• 
by expansion. It will deliver better bus, coach and rail services, so that at least 50% of 
passengers will use public transport to get to and from Heathrow by 2030.

• Heathrow has also agreed to pay for the full cost of improvements to the M25, A4 and 
A3044 required to deliver an expanded airport. 

• Western Rail Access and Southern Rail Access could also provide four trains an hour to 
Reading and Slough and improved rail connections with Staines and the south west of 
London. The Government expects Heathrow to contribute towards these new links.

• The Government is looking at M4 capacity as part of normal roads investment planning. 
London’s population is growing and congestion on the M4 is not just an airport issue - if 

line with existing policy on the funding of surface access schemes. 

• The Airports Commission estimated costs between £15.3 billion and £17.6 billion in the 
construction of the runway and terminal facilities1. The Government expects industry to 

overseen by the Civil Aviation Authority.

Connectivity will improve

260k 
year at Heathrow

16m more 
UK long haul 
seats in 2040

6 new 
domestic UK 
routes by 2030

1 All costs presented in this factsheet are estimates of undiscounted scheme capital expenditure.


