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Copyright protects literary, dramatic, musical and artistic works as well as films,
sound recordings, book layouts, and broadcasts. If you want to copy or use

a copyright work then you usually have to get permission from the copyright
owner, but there are a few exceptions where you can copy or use part or all of

a copyright work without permission. Where a work contains a performance,

the performer will also have rights over how the work is used. The exceptions to
copyright also apply to these related rights.

The law on these exceptions has changed in a number of small but important
ways, to make our copyright system better suited to the digital age. These
changes affect how you can use content like books, music, films and
photographs.

The majority of uses of copyright materials continue to require permission from
copyright owners, so you should be careful when considering whether you can
rely on an exception, and if in doubt you should seek legal advice. Copyright
infringement is against the law. Deliberate infringement on a commercial

scale may lead to a criminal prosecution, so you should take care when using
copyright materials. Further guidance on copyright is available on the

GOV.UK website.
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Guidance for those who own copyright content

The existence of a copyright exception does not change who owns the copyright
in a work.

If someone wants to use a work and you are the copyright owner, in most
circumstances you will be able to prohibit or license such use. However, you
should check that the use doesn’t fall within one of the exceptions to copyright.
If it does, the user may be within their rights to use your work without your
authorisation or a licence.

Businesses that generate or provide copyright content and businesses that use
copyright content may wish to familiarise themselves with the guidance in the
accompanying leaflets that explain, in more detail, the changes to how people
can use copyright works. For links to the other leaflets please see the further
information box.
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FAQs

What does the copyright exception for disability mean for
owners of copyright content?

What does the text and data mining exception mean for

content providers?
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What does the copyright exception for education mean for
those who provide educational content?

What should | do if someone is using my copyright work
without permission and | believe that a copyright exception
does not apply?

Where can | find more information about licensing my
copyright work to others?

Information on the exceptions for Quotation and on Caricature, Parody, or
Pastiche is set out in the second part of this guide.



http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/copy/c-manage/c-useenforce/c-enforce.htm
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/copy/c-manage/c-useenforce/c-enforce.htm
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/copy/c-other/c-licence.htm
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/copy/c-other/c-licence.htm
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Guidance for those using copyright works to
create new content

Caricature, Parody or Pastiche

What’s changing?

Many works of caricature, parody or pastiche — songs, films, artworks and so
on - especially in this age of digital creation and re-mixing, involve some level of
copying from another work.

The law is changing to allow people to use limited amounts of another’s material
without the owner’s permission. For example: a comedian may use a few lines
from a film or song for a parody sketch; a cartoonist may reference a well known
artwork or illustration for a caricature; an artist may use small fragments from a
range of films to compose a larger pastiche artwork.

It is important to understand, however, that this change in the law only permits
use for the purposes of caricature, parody, or pastiche to the extent that it is
“fair dealing.” Fair dealing allows you only to make use of a limited, moderate
amount of someone else’s work. This legal term is further explained later in
this guide.
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FAQs

Does this mean that | no longer need to pay for a
licence if | wish to use a work for caricature, parody or
pastiche?

What is meant by “for the purpose of caricature, parody or
pastiche”?

Q: Does the parody have to be making fun of the original
work or its author?



 http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/copy/c-other/c-licence.html
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What if someone uses my work for something derogatory or
distasteful?

Quotation

What’s changed?

Copyright law has changed to give people greater freedom to quote the works
of others. You will not need to seek the permission of the copyright owner as
long as the quotation is accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgement — which
generally means the title and the author’s name should be indicated, and as long
as the use is considered reasonable and fair (“fair dealing”).

This is an extension to the existing law that already allows fair dealing with
copyright materials for the purpose of criticism, review and news reporting.

Will this mean people can “quote” any amount of copyright
material without permission?

Does this apply to photographs?
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Further Information

Guidance on changes to the copyright
exceptions is available at https://www.gov.
uk/government/publications/changes-to-
copyright-law

Guides include:

e Overview

e Guidance for consumers

e Education and Teaching

* Research

e Copyright material held by public bodies
e Libraries, archives and museums

e Accessible formats for disabled people

Find out why the Government has changed the
copyright exceptions here:

Modernising Copyright, a modern, robust and
flexible framework: http://www.ipo.gov.uk/
response-2011-copyright-final.pdf

IP information: Learn more about Intellectual
Property by visiting the IPO web pages:
WWW.ip0.gov.uk

Licensing: More information can be found at:
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/copy/c-other/c-
licence.htm

IP Healthcheck: The IPO’s free IP
Healthcheck can help you to find out more
about the different IP rights and how they
affect you and your business: www.ipo.gov.uk/
iphealthcheck

Note: This guidance sets out the general
principles of the changes to copyright law, it is
not legal advice. It is recommended that you
obtain legal advice in circumstances where
you have specific questions relating to the law.



Intellectual Property Office Online

Web: www.gov.uk/ipo

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ThelPO.UK
Twitter: @The_IPO

Any enquiries regarding this publication
should be sent to:

The Intellectual Property Office
Concept House

Cardiff Road

Newport

NP10 8QQ

Tel: 0300 300 2000
Fax: 01633 817 777

For copies of this guidance in accessible
formats, including Braille, please contact
our office.
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