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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 REQUEST REF: 0952-14

Thank you for your email of 12 October asking for information under the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) 2000. You asked:

I would like to see a copy of the evidence that the Government of Irag (Gol) authorized UK
military involvement in the country.

You clarified your request on 16 October to include;
| can confirm that my recent FOIA request concerns current UK military action in Irag.

| am writing to confirm that we have now completed the search for the information which you
requested which | considered as the military strikes against the Islamic State in Iraq and the
Levant as agreed by parliament on 25 September.

The information you require is accessible on the internet. The letter from the Iragi Foreign
Minister, Ibrahim al-Ja’fari can be found on the UN Security Council website
(http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2014/691) and the Summary of
the UK Governments legal position can be found on the gov.uk website
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/military-action-in-irag-against-isil-government-
legal-position/summary-of-the-government-legal-position-on-military-action-in-irag-against-
isil). I have however enclosed hard copies of the two documents for your convenience.

In keeping with the spirit and effect of the Freedom of Information Act, all information is
assumed to be releasable to the public unless it is exempt. The information we have
supplied to you may now be published on our website together with any related information
that will provide a key to its wider context.
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The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-
commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-
use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright
holder. Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government
officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright. You can find details on the arrangement
for re-using Crown Copyright information on the TNA website.

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by
the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must
ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non-Crown
Copyright) information.

Yours sincerely,

Assistant Desk Officer
Arabian Peninsula and Iraqg Department

We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998. We may release this personal information to other UK
government departments and public authorities.
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